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“The pohce are the armed
guardians ‘of the social or-
der. The blacks are the chief
domestic wvictims of the
American social order. A
conflict of ~interest exists

: therefore between the blacks

and police.”
—FEldridge Cleaver in

“Soul On Ice.” .

At 4:45 a.m. last Thursday,
Chicago policemen armed
with a stubmachinegun, shot-
gung and révelvers arrived
at the aputzment of the local
Black  Panther leader in
search of illegal weapons.

Mjnutes later, after a gun
battle in which police said
hundreds of shots were fired,

four other 0OCUD ts of tﬁe

apartmen
lice wereé.slightly huxt—one
by flymg glass.
i e Incident - was the
Fi#lent clash between
Panthei's‘ andg‘ﬂhicem po—‘

lice in just “feur months.

Conm%ng Thursdays casual-
ties, 14 policemen have been =
injured; two killed: . elght

Panthers -thaye ~heen " "hurt ,’

and three are’  Qead.
Elsewhere
coumtry;y 1

year ig: Mts‘ mqy@ m
haps, ;xtf‘th ‘pattern of re-

peated! éncountaers between -

the -youlig black militants
and the! law enmmement
agenclz ts the. sime. -

s of !sztgx‘
cluding” trost the
toy leademu—ﬁhave heen ar-
rested, and many dre in jail
unable to post ¥ bail or

wenty- .
eight g ﬂﬂféi‘s’%"ﬁ’w ‘died iyn '
police shootings since Janu-
Ié);;aégsgaccording to
ArTY; Sm
co” afterney* *and " general
couhsel for the Panthers.
In.New York alghe, accor-
ding' to William~ Crain;* a
whﬁe lawyer who : fepre-
sents Black Panthers and
)oth?r radicals, 100 Panthers
have been arrested: in‘”the

pasfliyear, the maJonty' '
B chi’yged with serious crimes.

00 Total Bail

:Los Angeles, according
asai Hewitt, the Panth-
ers’ ‘minister of education
anﬂ“one of the highest rank-
ing:leaders still at large,
meéfibers were reqmred to
put “Hp $213000 in bail dur-
ing" the first _six months of

$2180

‘wounded. "Two pb-

caround  the »
h 5 toll . for, tlns—

1968+—much of it in cash.
@insions will heighten

trigdle involving Panthers
scheduled to take place.
Fourteen Panthers, includ-

ing Bobby Seale, the organi-:

zatfan’s imprisoned.national
chairman, have.  been
charged with ‘murder and
kidnaping in the death last
spring of Alex Rackley, 24,
of New York.

An extradition hearing on
Seal¢ will be held on Tues-
day®in California, where he
is -being held. He was re-
cenfly given @ four-year
term¥ for contempt of court
ariéing out of his behavior
during his trial in Chicago
on ¢onspiracy charges.

The second major trail
. will'be in New York where .
. 22 ‘Panthers have been in-

dlcted on charges of conspi-’
racy to bomb various build-
ings; Most of the defendarits .

. are in custody thh bail; set
around $100,000. R
In an 1nterv1ew last wee )

Crain, the lawyer, said: “My

firm' - represents many

clients that are out of favor .

with: the government: the
SD8 and others. But without
any ‘question at all, the pat:
tern: of harassment against’
the Panthers is greatest.”
There is no doubt about’
the gepth of official concerh -
over: the Black Panthers.
Congressional and grand
jury; problés have taken
plaee and the organization

urther in the next few
mofiths with two major:

.'f-’i!l; :
for fe- -

Prancis:

Has: been: singled ont -

$tatements by.FBI Dieector«
J. Edgar Hodver as a partic-
ular. menace ) g

In' a i‘eport ‘on “black -

,extremxsts” last July, Hoo-
ver said, “of these, the Black
Panther Party without ques-
tion represents. the greatest
threat to the internal secu-.
rlty of the country " o

“chooled" as Marsists -

“Schooled in the Marxist- -

_Leninst ideology and .the .

‘téaching - of - ther Chiyése
Communist leader Mao Tse-
tung,” Hoover went on, “its
members have perpetrated
numerous assaults on police
officers and have engaged in
violent confrontations with
police in cities throughout
the country.”

Several weeks later it was
disclosed’ that the Justice
‘Department had created a
'special task force to investi-.

gate Panther- aetivities and. .
see if they violate federal

laws.

were representatives fromj
Justice’s civil rlghts, erimi’
nal and internal security di-

visions.. A  departmental
spokesman _refused yester-:
.-a4y to discuss ahy. naspeot%”mf ‘
.“thi group’s work. % .
Other officlals at Justice
“and fhe FBI denied that any
coordmated national effort
is under way to eliminate
" the -Panthers with the coap-
"jeration of local and state po-
Jice agencies. .
" Edward V,’Hanrshan, Chi-
cago’s state’s attorney and’
“the man. who aut‘horized;
_Thursday’s raid;. 'said in an
“interview, “If there’s a drive
‘on like that, I certainly. don’t
know anyb'hmg “about it.” .
Hanraghan* -denied that. e
was_conducting a war ¢f his
owit” on the Panthers..“I'm
trying to -protectour ‘eom-
ity - from. people swha
.have sawed-off shotguns. On -
“this. occasionthey’ tyrnéd
out..to be Black Panthers,” -
he said. |
Thursddys rald on the
‘apartment of Fred Hamp-'
" ton, 21,.the Pantber’s Illi-
~ois - -chairman, “turned up
one’ sawed:off shotgun, ¢ight
“ other shotguns, seven pfétols
‘and several hundred rounds
of ammunition, - - r
‘Hanrahdh said a vfoman
armed: with a-shotgun fired
3he first shot after police en-
“tered the aparﬁmnt through
front - and “'rear ‘doors. He
said the police tried three

" times to stop the shooting.

" But Bebby Rush, regarded
as Hampton’s heir apparent;-

~told reporters that he had
- evidence the police had

come to the apartment with
“the. intention of killing
every one there.”

' ‘Search and Dbstroy’

“To one reporter he com-
" mented, “the pigs undertook
1 search and destroy .mis-.’
sion ... in their relentless
“plan to destroy the Black
. Panther Party.” The next
morning, police  raided
Rush’s apartment, but Rush
wasn’t there. They seized
an unregistered pistol and
some ammunition.

Notwithstanding  official
denials, Rush’s belief that a
concerted government effort
is taking place to wipe out
the Panthers is shared by
other of the group’s natlonal
leaders.

Included in the task force‘,fd

Garry, a white lawyer who
has the full confidence of all
the Panthers, charged that.
“The Nixod adoinistration,
Attorney General M1tche11
and others are out to com-
mit gendcide on the Black
Panther Party. o -



.. duet, use of drugs, use of al- .

o

““undesirable “elements.” In

Masai Hewitt, the Panther
-leader, said that none of the
vincidents involving molice
and Panthers are separate
«or isolated. “It’s part of an
.overall plot ... to keep true
“freedom from black people,”
-he said.

» Hewitt is a close associate
of David Hilliard, 27, the
. Panther chief of staff, who
was arrested in San Fran-
cisco Wednesday night for
allegedly threatening the

~Hfe of President Nixon'in a
Nov. 15 speech. .

According to Hewitt, who .
spoke in-a telephone inter-"
Berkelay: Callf, heammers”

erkel T, ' headquar-
ters, W%%m:lli?rd,sajdqwasv

‘we “President
Nixg any (ob-
sce . in the
. Thap’s the way We talk in'

‘'the- ghetto,” " Hewitt said;
“that is the vernaculer, -if
we' don’t talk that'way oar '
- people wor't understand us,-
thegwouldn’t listen to us.”

Violent History

‘rggn the o vere
~fo£§§£ in 1968:After a series
of gonfliets between black
Lo #d. the Oakland,
the Panthers

RN

' [

fave. m 10 pretense
ahowt: adhiering to nonvio-
leiee. . -~ - '
_ Eldfidge  Cleaver, the
Panther’s ‘selfiéxiled minis.
ter of information who fled .
mprigsonmetit “for 'a parole
v_mlauion,"‘bnce told a maga- °
zine interviewer, “f don’t dig

vioighce ... . guns are ugly. .
. "Bat-there are two forms :
of Molence: violence di--

Ijecfefd &t you to keep you
in youf place ‘and violence .
to defend ‘yourself against il
that”sippression and to win..
your fré&dom»” - - - - ’

Laj %13'&7; .. however:  the
Panther . Iéadership has.,,
made:é,r an effort to purge it..
self of what Hewitt called’

all, said the Panther leader,
almost 1,000 people have.
been dropped. i

"Garry, the Panthers’ law- .

yer; said that “illegal con-

cohol'.or adventurism” were

the party,.
. “We'a¥e not a‘mass organ- |
ization,” Hewitt said, “we’re |
a vanguard.”

Hewitt estimated that 1
thére are 50 functioning |
Panther branches in about g

~at rallies, for example, of

- found bruised, burned and

tell don’t know.”

Others have estimated the ; |
number of Panthers at be- ||
tween 1,200 and 5,000. But a
source familiar with
Panther activities said they
could.command the support ¥

.many times that number. N
One of the Panthers
purged is alleged by police |
to have been. the murdered
Alex Rackley, who was |

bullet-ridden in a shallow |
Connecticut river bed last
April 21. Police say Rackley -
was suspected of being an
informer. '
- The search for suspects in "

the Rackley case led to a se-*
ries of FBI raids over sev-
eral months on Panther

“-headquarters ' in cities like. ]
‘Washington and /

Salt Lake City. Fourteen .
. .persons, including two juve- |

.Denver,

niles, were charged.

_Pre-trial hearings have -

begun .in ajfhgavily guarded
New  Haven

bail. -

‘ courtroom °
where the -court has heard
tape recordings which the -
prosecution. eontends . con-ix
tain the voiee of Rackley '
being tortured. The judge is
considering whether - four ;
female and one male de-«
fendant should be granted
" e ing, ‘

According to Crain, a New
York, judge has refused to
lower the bail on the de-
fendants being held in the
bombing - - conspiracy  case.
The 'lawyer said the same
judge ‘had recently cut the
bail of three white persons
charged with actual bomb-

I

7T

{ u,x‘ldsﬂ_“for’ dismissal from..

——

30 states. He refused to give A
a membership figure, quot-.
Ang Malcolin X, “those who -

know don’t tell; those who

“WHhat could be a more .

clear instanece of racial har-
assment?” he asked.

The pressure on the Panth-
ers has taken its toll on the
group’s activities, which
were ‘never a grea't deal
-more than publishing a
newspaper and providing

breakfast for schoolchildren .

in large cities, (Breqkfasts}

were accompanied  with
helpings of Panther philoso-

phy.) ,
Still, Panther supporters
say.the group will carry on.
“They’re not scared,” said
Garry, “because they  ex-
pected -this to happen. They
have - been put upon for
years and this is just part of
it.” N H



