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Militants Hurt
By Crackdown

By Laurence Stern
Waghington Post Statf Writer

Working -in carefully
guarded - obscurity within

the Justice Department, a
small force of government
lawyers has been preoccupy-
ing itself this year. with the
activities of the Black
Panther Party.

The task force consists of
white, middle-class career
public servants who regard
themselves, on the whole, as
racial moderates.

They repfrt dxrectly to
the heads of three prmelpal‘
Justice Department. divi-
siops, Internal Security,
Civil Rights, and Criminal.
The héads are, respectively,
J. Walter -Yeagley, Jerris
Leonard and Will Wilson. .

The - interdivisional unit
was created by Attorney

General John N. Mitchell .

early this yedr to coordinate
department’s effort in deal-
ing 'with Black Panther ac-
tivities. .
Jury Probing Group

. Victor C. Woerheide, the
senior attorney in Mitchell’s
special group, is now pre:
senting evidence to 5 special
- San. Franciseo grand jury
that is looking into activities
of Black’ Panther leaders in
that region—the home of

. the -movement’s national
‘headquarters.
There has been no public

annoux&menb ye

iek.

case is »against' David: Hll—
liard, Black Panther chief of
staff, who was’ arrested on
Dee.-8 for saying to a crowd
of :more than 100,000 in San
Francisco during the Nov. 15
Mobilization observance:
oWe - will 'kill Richard

Nixon, We wﬂl l:illany me. .

Assotlated Press
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Black Pantf ers Wage

A Battle OQ"S urvival

Chicago Raid:

Versions Clash

By William Chapman
-and’' Joseph D. Whitaker
Washington Post Btaff Writers
,CHICAGO, Dec. 13 — At
4 :45 a.m. on the chilly morn-
ing of Dec. 4, 14 Chicago po-.
licemen armed with a sub-
machine gun, three shotguns
and sidearms, burst into a
seedy apartment in the West
Side ghetto. '
Inside were nine black

: men and women, including.

the- charismatic leader of
the Illinois Black Panther
Party, Fred Hampton, and a
Panther leader from

Peorxa, Mark Clark.

"Many bursts of gunfire
shattered through the room.
When it was over, Hampton
and Clark were dead, four-
of their friends and one po-

" liceman wete wounded.

Those were the stark facts
—and they ‘are still- the only

_ones: . which all Chicago is

agreed “tpon.” All the rest,

" . for -the “past- 10 days, has

‘been:the stibject of ‘intensi-
fying -disdgreement.

"R er »- sald - the  Rev.
R&lph vid Abernathy, a

: moﬂérate, civil rights leader.

A-“gearch and destroy mis-

sioh” organized t4 eliminate

y's’ leadership, said

: "Thootout’f

] ‘ >ark were in the
rooms;. insiited-Cook Coun-
ty's States:Attorney, Edward |.
V. Hanrahan. o

~After examinations of the
aparti ent interviews
wiﬁh #ny sources on both

it appears:

At the police account
nd of bemg




® That virtually all of the
shots came from weapons
fired into ‘the Panthers’
quarters from directions
where police had entered.
Most of it was directed to-
ward Hampton's bedroom.

® That ‘no evidence is
available  to show that
Hampton and. Clark were
the deliberately chosen tar-
gets of the raid. ’

The full police version of
the raid .was released pub-
licly this week in an extraor-
dinary fashiop—through a
lengthy story in the Chicago
Tribune and a police re-en-
actment. on television that
apparently is unprecedented
in the annals of crime.

Police Report

The following is what po-
lice said happened:

Hanrahan’s office, which
ineludes about 100 assigned
Chieago policement, had re-
ceiveéd reports from two in-
formarnts that illegal weap-
ons - ‘were - present in the
apartment on West -Monroe
Street, a. block from Black
Panther Headquarters.

A warrant was obtained
to search the premises. It
did not name the occupant.
Although Hanrahan's office
knew that was Hampton’s
address, the officers making
the raid insist they did not
connect him with that apart-
ment. )

Sgt. Daniel Groth and two
detectives decided that an
early morning raid was nec-
essary, both to avoid injury
to bystanders in the resi-
dential block and to mini--
mize danger to themselves.
Groth said they expected to

“run up  agH dangerous
individugi;%’« R ’
No tear” gas was brought

along imreasé the occupants
resisted, Groth said, because
the officers: counted on sur-
prise a¥d . i i

four medl ap
prgaghed the first of two
dogrs’ leading into the
apartment. (The first dogr -

faces the .street and opens
into a small antercom. On
the immediate Jeft is the
second dpo?, Jeading direct-
ly into the apartment living

©room) .t g i g
04 SR A vl i
 thi ddorjheard a:voice sy,
“Who's . there?” and an-
swered thaf they were po-
lice with: a'search warrant.
; When' he demahded again
that the " dogr -be opened, a
vdite replied, “Just a min-

k)

Blgst from*}fi*inﬂ:*‘, ;Y

" pvithout wajting  further,

kicked open and the officers
moved into the anteroom. A
shotgun blast came through
the ifner -dook from inside
the apartment. " |l 0§ ot

{The pffivers’ burst ‘inside
and Negan . firing—at, 3
womag hojding a shotgun if’
the liﬁng‘; room, then at &
man with another shotgur.

" SimyM#neously, - fowr,
other bfflcers Nurst in ihe
réar door. f
what police

; first reported as’
a 20-minute exhange of gun-
fire. Shotgun blasts and pis-
tol fire reportedly  came.
from two:, bédroom¥ and”
police in front and ‘back:re-
turned fire. Groth called for-
the the occupants to surren-
der several times.”A voice
from a bedroom said, “Shoot
itout.” ' .. .
Eventually, three persons

surrendered from the rear
bedroom. Police enteted the
front bedroom, shot two per-
sons, _‘a?d found a third -al-
ready injured.” When the
shmt;% ended; Clark was

*_dead behind the
front ‘Mod¥, through which
pdlice’ “had entered and
Hampton “was lying - face-:
dewn on hi§ bed, dead of
bullet wounds in his head.:
Police confiscated nine shot-
guns, seven pistols, two car-
bines :and several hundred
rounds of ammunition.

Subject to Questipp"

This police account is sub-
ject to questior on two
major points:

The. direction of the first
Blast . through the inner
front door.

Police said it 'was a shot-
gun blast from inside, al-
though a single hole was
left in the wooden panel. Po-
lice claim the single hole
was caused by a deer slug
fired from a shotgun within,

However, had it  been
fired from inside, ‘and
missed thg officers outside,
the slug seéemingly would
have smashed against-a wall
directly across the anteroom
behind them. There are no
marks on that wall to indi-
cate a slug struck it.

in an interview this week,
Hanrahan . acknowledged
that . the » expended  slug

slump

.. . slain Panther leader

' MARK CLARK
... victim of gunfire -

which pierced the door was
never recovered. An aide
said they “conjectured” that

it flew out the open front

“doorway, which is at:a right
--angle tg the inner door and
into the street.
i AQQor'ngys Have Daor
© _The  doof. was removed
_this week and is in the
.. hands of defense attorneys .
“répresenting the surviving
Panthers, who are charged®
«with attempted murder. .. .
“ “Reporters, black* police- -
men and defense lawyers:
/who examined the -door
* maintained that splintéring
marks indicate that the shot °
_.came from outside and was
fired™ from yihe anteFouin ©
‘where police gfood. L
One of ‘those is Renault
Robinson, a Chicago police .
officer who is head of the
Afro-American Patrolmen’s
League. Robinson and ofher
black officers investigated ;
t_}ieapremises on the day of =

the shooting.
~ The second point concerns
ifie firing inside the- aparts

kit ns? ?i&ﬁs}é'»"‘;’,~¥§':?} -
Police contend there was a
_general exchange of gunfire
with -officers firing into the.
peirooms and .with the occeu-
pajits firing’ out. There are
dogens -bf bullet holes on:the
‘walls of the bedrooms. Report-
‘erg could find no definite bul-
‘e, holes or chip marks on the
ralls opposite t?;;)se bed;oOmSj"
or ;arqund the front and rear.
ot "(g’mugh whiich poliée’ens
stafig ¥here w-one hole in the
‘edge of the guter front door;
- goémirngly caused by+a bullet:
fired from inside.

&e% are gbout 40 bullet
vheoles- m .the .wall s¢parating
the livihg room from’ the front:

hedroom.. All .indications are
that they were caused by fire
from a .submachine.gun from
the front of the apartment. )
‘Many other holes, appar-
ently from a gun fired from
the same direction, are ifi the’
wall - directly above: the -bed
where Hampton  was. found.
dead. . There are more holes
‘high ,8p -en -the rear .wall of.
Hamptor’s bedroom. :
.Photographs Released

In an attempt to prove that
the police: were fired -upon,.
Hanrahan’s office this week
took theé extraordinary stép of
releasing  police photographs
of the apartment’s interior to
one newspaper, the Chiecago
Tribune. The photographs dis-
played three different scenes,
purporting =~ to' -show ‘holes
caused by bullets fired by peo-
ple in the apartment. -

The first was of the front-
door slug hole, the origin of
which is very much in dispute.

The other two turned out

not_ to be what the Tribune’s
police pictures described. Re-
porters — first from the Sun-
Times and then from other
newspapers — discovered the
pictures, were .mislabeled and
did not, in fact, represent fir-
ing by persons inside = the
apartment.
_ One picture was of the rear
door ‘through which ‘the sec-
ond contingent of police had
entered. In the pélice photos,
two “bullet holes” were cir-
cled in the door facing. The
caption said that Hanrahan
«released pictures to the Trib-
‘une showing that bullets were
fired from inside_the -secret
headquarters of Black Pan-
“thers.”

The “bullet holes,” however,
turned out to be the rusted
heads of nails in the door fac-
ing, When questioned by the
press, Hanrahan said the Trib-
une’s employees, not his office,
had circled the spots on the
pictures and® had writtei the
caption. “We are not editors,”




