Of Panther f
Cases Ur &f

President’ m:mﬁ yémmw to
extend the Ms of the: National i
Commission on Violance 80|
that it can investigate “the un-
answered questions” surround-|
ing ‘the police slaying of two
Black Panther 1eader§ in Chi-
cago. - '
. The 13-member commission,
appointed last year to study

violence .in  the nation after|
the assassmation of Sen. Rob-|
ert F. Kennedy, is scheduled :
to go odut of business ‘&t mid-{’
night tonight. Its final repert|:

is scheduled for release thls
weekend.

Neither the White House
nor the commissioa had any
immediate comment dn the re-
quest, but officials of the comy|
mission said it seems highly
unlikely that the panel would
continue tofnction;.

In -a letter to Commission
Chairman M'ilton 8. Bisen:
hower, the fine: congressmet

of last Thursday ‘dﬁzg
shoot-out that twk the lives

Illinois  Black. Panthers Fred
Hampton&uand Mark ;Ji‘;hirk
might yreduce racial “suspicion
and- distrust® surronnﬂing tim
ineident. y ¥

said an impartial imestigation »

See VIOLBNCE. A’l, ﬁol 1
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The cpngressmen’s tel-gﬂm '
to Presidgnt Nixon, askinghis|"
approval for the investigation,
said the, C!ieago,sheot-out was

“a very serious incident .

and one with possible fng‘ht— .

ening rimifications for the na-

tion. We fear that the terrify:f

ing. shootout in L.os Aﬁgelea

yesterday * indicates. that we|
are already" beginning to'reap|’

a harvest of violence.”

The Los Angeles incident
.early Moxnday - morning in-
volved a pojice raid and gun
fight in which {hree Pgnthers
and three policemen were
wounded " fand <11 Panthers
were an:ested Police-Panther
encountérs have ‘occurred irf
other cities in recent months .

The congressmen calling for
an investigation are all Demo-
crats and include five of the
) representafives,

Ryan of New York City, Don
Edwards of :San Jose and Au-
gustus F. Hawkins of Los An-
geles, Calify, John Cohyers Jr.
of Detroit, Louis SXokes of
Cleveland, William Clay of St.
Louis, ‘Aner ‘Mikva of Chi-
cagb, and Rebert W. Kasten-
meir of Watertown, Wis.

They warned that' the Chi-
cagg shoot-dut has the “poten-
tial’ for exacerbating already
strained Yelations. between
blagks and whites in many
communities.”

e commission, they said,|
could produce “an objective,|

thoroughly reliable and com-

pletely sc;‘fdtble report on}

what actu 1 happened in the
Hampton apartment on De-
cember 4.7 .

The pohce who participated
in the raid have said they
fired on the occupants only
after they were fired . upon
first. The police had a search

% were Reps,.iShir-|:
~and Willm B.|

- tion; the 1968 Glenville shoot-
out,in Cleveland, campus dis-

warrant and found a cache of
arms in the apartment where
Hampton died.

The, congressmen’. .noted,
howevger that witnesses at the
scefie’ say it - appeared ‘that
Hampton wa§. killed while he
was, still in_bed and that a pr1~ v

vate au ;y»seemsm
that %
ingﬂp when ‘the - guileg

entered ms body. “In Ch1ca%)
and tht‘oughout the 'nation’
the ‘congressmen said, “peopig

th black and white are dis-
turked ab6ui the unansweredf
quegtions.”

In its 18-month study, the
contmission on violence -has
had. five investigations done|
on gpecific incidents of disor-|
der. The 'most controversial
was"the Walker Report which |
,surveyed the street violence
surpunding’ the 1963 Demo-
cratic Convention in Chicago
‘and” concluded that a. “police
riot” was involved .

The. mvestlgations
covered th§ f in Miami, dur-
ing~ the Republican conven-

orders at San Franciseo State
College; last. vear, and at
tempted ﬂisruptlons ‘at the In-
augural parsde-in’ Washington
earljer this year.

A’ spokesman for the com-
mission said there were nu- |
merous requests for other in-
vestigations .of local incidents,
but the :commission tried to
limi¢ the number of inquiries.

The commission was first
appointed for a one-year study
by President Johnson, but it
fell behind i#ts work schedule.
On June 10 of this year, Presi-
dent, Nixon granted a six-
month extension, which ex-
pires tonight. The commission
spokesman said its staff is al-
ready largely disassembled,
anticipating the énd of the
study. . ,




