Panther

Walks Out

‘At Inquest

.. - By'Thomas A. Pledge
: United Press International
CHICAGO, Jan. 6 —A youth
wounded and arrested in a po-

lice raid in which two Black

Panther Party leaders were
slain ‘walked out of a coroner’s
iiquest today after refusing to
answer. questions.. ’

The witness, Ronald Satchel,
19, did not take the Fifth
Amendment but responded
each time a quesion was put to
him: “I don’t have an answer.”

The ‘walkout ‘'came. ‘minutes
after a:heated “exchange be-
tween Satchel’s attorney, Ker-
mit B. Coleman, and Martin
S. Gerber, president officer at
the 'inguest. into -the Panther
deaths. : :

Gerber acknowledged that
Satchel could not be foreed to
testify but insisted that the rec-
ord show that the reason he
would not testify was because
the answers might tend to in-
criminate him.

Coleman, howeéver, would
not concede the point that
Satchel was hiding behind the
Fifth -‘Amendment, but said he
had not had . proper time to
counsel the witnessBefore his
eppearance. - )

Satchel is awaiting trial on
one charge of- attempted mur-
der and two charges of aggra-
vated battery stemming from
the incident that left Fre’
Hampton, * chairman " of the
Panthers; in Tlinois, and Mar}
Clark, downstate Panthe
leader dead. )

Police Met by Gunfire

Earlier, detective Elwoo
Egan told the coroner's jur}
that the leader of the State’:
Attorney’s police raiding party
told him minutes after  the
raid that police were “met by
gunfire from the inside¥ wher
they sought to search the
apartment for weapons.

‘The inquest op#ned amid se-
curity preegutions describec
as the tightest in recent-years.
Unauthorizéed persons were
barred fiom -the floor in the
Criminal ~Courts building
where the hearing took place.
Sheriffs: police. and deputy
sheriffs—who \ totaled 50 -or
more—searched all mnerennc
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admitted to the inquest. Tele-
vision cameras, tdpe récorders |,
and photography ‘were prohib:
ited. - .

Possible witnesses were ex-
eluded from 'the hearing room
until they were called to fes-|:
tify. They included 11 State’s).

Attorney’s ~pblitighikn # who
took part in the raid in which
the two BlackPanther leaders|
were killed and an arsénal of
weapons and ammunition was
seized. N
Tells of Phoge Call: = o

Egan, attached to the.Mag-

well Street police statibh, tes-
tified he went to the apart-
ment at 5:10 a.m. on Dec. 4 to
answer a ¢all that a policeman
had been shot. He said Sgt.
Dan Groth, the ‘Stafle’s ‘Attor-
ney’s policeman who" led the
raid, told him the police went
to the apartment to serve a
warrant to search for guns
and ammunition.

“After * knoecking on the
oor,” Egan said Groth told
im, “policemen were met by

gunfire from inside . .. and a
zun battle ensued.”

- Gerber: rejected a proposal
that the bige-ribbon jury be
taken to inspect .the blood-
spattered apartment before
listening to eyewitness testi-
mony: He ruted that the jurors
would -make the. inspection
after the eyewithess testimony
but before festimony concern-
ing ballistics and physical evi-
dence. =
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