Tiging of Raid Stirs Uproar at Panther Inques

By William Chapman
Washington Post - Staff Writer
CHICAGO, Jan. 9—An in-
quest into the killing of two
Black Panthers during a po-
lice raid turned into an angry
shouting match today because
of an unanswered question
about the timing of the raid.
Before the uproar subsided,
EwnWm attending the inquest,
including thé mother of slain
Panther leader Fred Hampton,
pressed around a special coro-

ner’s bench demanding that a .

police sergeant be forced to
explain the raid’s timing. .

It was the first time that
black . observers have regis-
tered a strong disapproval of
~the inquest—an investigation

.. .~ arranged primarily to satisfy

their strong doubts about the
killings. . _ -
A Hampton family lawyer
‘used~the word “murders” -in

- deseribing the shootings, attor-
neys representing the police

screamed objections, and the -
‘coroner accused-all 6f them of
“yelling like a bunch 'of ban-

shees™ :

The special coroner’s. in-
quest is probing the shooting
by pelice on Dec. 4 of Hamp-

ton and Mark Clark, a Peoria
Panther Party organizer, in a

West Side apartment during a
search for illegal weapons.

* The man who led the raid-
ing party of 13 officers, Sgt.
Daniel Groth, testified he
once had considered staging
it at 8 pm. on Dec. 3, a
Wednesday, but instead chose
the hour of 4:45 a.m. the fol-
lowing day. .
Groth also said he ha

learned from a police inform-
ant that Black Panthers at-
tend political orientation
‘meetings on Wednesday nights
—a fact that presumably
meant they would not have

p.am. .

A lawyer
Hampton’s . family = pressed
Groth” to explain why he 'did

been ‘at the apartment at 8

representing

not ‘choose the evening hour

to avoid the danger of gunfire.
Groth’s search  warrant
called only for confiscation of
weapohs, not for the arrest of
any persons.
Special deputy coroner, Mar-

tin- Gerber refused to' have

Groth answer the question.
The Hamptons’ lawyer, Fran-
cis Andrew, complained

strenuusly -and in an emotion- -

al outburst used the {word

“murderers.”

"'That brought objections

¢ pressed

from state’s attorney’s law- "

yers, and  Gerber shouted
down from the bench, “I den’t
want to hear any. more
speeches about murder. The
jury will decide that.”"

Andrew insisted the answer
was crucial - in determining
whether Groth’s plans for the
raid were calculated to mini-
mize loss of life or danger to
either police or the apart-
ment’s occupants. :

Groth has testified earlier

~that an early-morning hour

was chosen to gain the advan-
tage of surprise.
The Panthers have con-

- 'tended the police. staged the
" action deliberately in the pre-

dawn ‘hours, intending to mur-

" der Hamipten in his sleep. =

“There had ‘been: ruthors cir-
culating before the inquest

~that the police ‘had thought

originally of staging .an eve-
ning search. Groth .in effect
confirmed that Sﬁww

After Gerber n&%&:ﬂﬂmn the
inquest - untilt” Mondhy, ‘Mrs,

Hampton, her other son’ Wil-
liam, and several other blacks -
toward - Gerber’s

behch. - William . Hampton

shouted, “The black commu-

nity is cencerned about that.
The family of Fred Hampton

is concerned.” He slashed his. -
arm through the air in protest.
and stormed out with his

inother. o~ -

. In Washington, meanwhile,
Black Panther lawyer Jerry -
Lefcourt of New York said at .
a press conference . that-
Panther leaders wotild soon
present “abgolute: ‘gelentifié
proof that Fred Hampton was
murdered.” o )

He said - “experienced crimi- .
nologists” went to the shoot-
ing scene ' immediately atter
police withdrew and made a
_thorough examination. -
- Their evidence, . Liefcoturt.
.said, proves conclusively, that
police: murdered . H

dueing drug. :
““The seconal claim was. fiest:
mdde last. Wednesday by Dy,
Victor Levine, a form
pathologist “fo¥ the’
coroner’s office who 1
tained by - the:Pantt
Jperformed ;

| Hampton’s e
 Lefcourt” réfubdd””
where or when ‘the
would present the gviden




