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Doubts Cast on Success
of Panther Case Inquiry

Chicagc‘)‘HearingSC‘ould Crea.tg Mere
~ Controversy Than They Could Resolve

H
§ i

éCo‘nspiracy“ Seven trial
£ dicross ‘town, the coroner's
finquest into the Dec. 4
¥ shooting of two Black
i Panthers got off to such a
7 shaky start-last week that
“interest ‘may be focused
“more on its internal diffi-
; culties than on whatever
- facts are revealed.

i If the rest of the inquest

- —which could last until

sthe weekend—is -consis-
‘tent with its first three

fmore controversy than it
iresplves and never
{achieve the intended pur-
,pose—to determine whe-
ther Fred A. Hampton, 21,
“and Mark Clark, 22, were
s murdered, as the Panthers
.and “ theif supporters
charge, or were killed in a
gun battle, as the police
1say, :

i Weapons Search

;' The police version is
! that 14 officers went to the
¥ West Side apartment: to
. seize illegal weapons and
} were fired on from inside
. ] the apartment, “although,
{;potice say, they an-
tmounced themselves and
»were  carrying a *search
iﬂtarrant‘

L That the Panther in-
¢ quest, and subsequent
}yrial of seven survivors
i charged with attempted
% murder, should be going
§on at the same time and in
the same city as the con-
gpiracy trial is stark testi-
‘mony. that Chicago, for
4now, at least, is the na-
< tion's No. 1 battleground
between. young militant
¢ activists and police.

iputy coroner,
ﬁxiMartin A. Gerber, was
gy;a.ppointed to run the in-
g;fquest and a "blue ribbon".
¢jury of three blacks and
$three whites was picked to

%} Although a special de- |
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© CHICAGO — Like the

‘ Groth,» a policeman sih’cé
October, 1957, has been
attached to the special

" prosecutions unit of -the

state attorney's office
since last June. This unit
has concentrated heavily
on gathering evidence
against youth gangs and
radical or revolutionary
groups, such as the Pan-

L.

. days, it could well create.

¥ Amendments,

attorney -

* ear testimony and render
f'a finding, the effective-

1'nesg of the hearing wds in

1 doubt from the outset.

Before the first gavel

i'clients would refuse: to
Ftestify, on advice of coun-
'sel who felt none of the
traditional safeguards of a

under the First-and 14th

jeopardized.

' Attorneys for the seven
§ Panthers stood firm, de-
%.spite - impassioned pleas
‘from Gerber, who indig-
E’}n antly disagreed with
“their reasoning and criti-
cized both the Panthers
"and their lawyers for not
' cooperating, Gerber ar-
' ‘gued that the jury's ver-
‘dict could only be one-
- sided, being based on testi-

o

"»"mony only from the police.

g Police to Testify

The 14 policemen have
tagreed to testify, along
3 with technicians from the
i ‘Police Crime Laboratory.
i Gerber's handling of the
‘Inquest—particularly his
¥ method of asking leading
‘questions of witnesses,.

would  be-

'was struck, attorneys for |
‘the defense revealed their

scriminal proceeding were
‘guaranteed and that their |

irights during the trial, -

;. frequent pursts of temper-
‘ament, refugal or inability
establish clear rules of
‘inquiry, and clashies with
“members of the jury and
# attorneys for both sides—:
has already given the
- proceedings an air of futi-
 lity. .
"~ TFor example, Gerber, a
‘¢ormer prosecutor
Ytrequently admonished
{'defense lawyers for mak-
¢ing speeches, then
i launched into long, bom-
“ pastic speeches himself—
2.on why speeches shouldn't

‘{ 'be made. His referring to.

the deceaséd "Michael
Clark" when addressing
Mark Clark's brother,
‘James, and.references to
{ Hampton and Clark as
} "these dead boys," have
‘heen seized upon by
¢ Blacks, both militant and
! moderates, as proof of the
" inquest's hopelessness.

& Most observers . agree,
" however; that Gerber has
! tried to_be fair to both
+ sides while handling an
textremely difficult job.

~ The one witness who so
far has” given extensive

“Groth, leader of the police
“raid, has made disclosures
f:which undoubtedly . will
j:spark more heated debate
j/among Panther-police par-
i tisans, -especially - if lLe
¢ gived the same testimony
i at the criminal trial of the

- i'seven survivors of the

¥ raid.”

thers and Students for 2
Democratic Society.-
When asked by Gerber
during his testimony Wed-
nesday why tear gas
wasn't taken along and
used in the raid to mini-

_ mize risk to both police

‘and occupants of the
apartment, Groth sald: "I

-didn't see any need for it. 1

was going to- execute a

- search warrant, sir." -

Groth later admitted,
"There was none (tear
gas) available in the build-
ing." Groth also said he’
thought it was necessary
to carry along extra men
—14—and weaponry—two
submachine guns and ‘half

~'a ' dozen  “shotguns—"be-
“cause the Panthers were

known to shoot at police

“testimony; Sgt. Daniel-

officers," . . ,

| ————

Thursday, under ques-
tioning from defense coun-
sel Francis E. Andrew,
Groth contended the po-

/lice squad he heads within

the special - prosecutions
unit was set up only to
probe street gangs "and to
answer all calls for help
from the colored commu-
nity.“ . : .

The net effect of testi-
mony {rom Groth and
other policemen will be to
harden the: view of those
who believe the police
version of the'raid. But it
will create even greater
- doubt in the minds of the
Panthers ~and their sup-



