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Best reourds,



28 July 1971
Dear lowold:

Theiws Jor ol ‘esen Lline oxr geverol v es  of material.
Some of it is cryptlc to me, other ‘stuff not requlrlng my comment,
so perhaps this letter will be brief.

sy all means, send me the item that you say would be of
interest to a classicist., I shall be away from Kingston during all
of next week, so if you mail it now, it will be on my desk when
I return. If the matter is complicated, as you say, it will be
all the more interesting. Anyway, in this I may be able to offer
help that others can't. So send it, and do not worry about using
my time. 1t is your whenever you need it,

In future, continue mailing to my office address at Queen's,

I sent my home address merely for your records, in case you may
need it sometime.

rhanks for the advice about razors. I don't plan to buy one
for a while (I have to get one for my dog firstl!), but eventually
I shall. I heard the same good things about norelco that you heard,
but I have not seen them in this area. Perhaps I'1l1l pick one up
op some trip to the states. I go down to Ithaca every now and then
to use vornell's excellent library, and may pick one up while L am
there.

My wife recently showed me & piece published in Compters and
Automation. I meant to copy it, but forgot. wo great loss, since
it was pure garbage.

I have not been able to keep close track of Garrison's recent
troubles, but even with little information L am inclined not %o
suspect tederal harrassment connected with the +FK assassination.
Bringing Garrison again to widespread public notice would seem at
this point to defeat the governmentis already-achieved purpose
of keeping things quiet in N.O. The publicity 1lid has been closed
pretty tight since 4 lost the Shaw case. “hings have been in such
a state of lull since then, that L imagine any disruption of the
lull-~ even one dlscredltlng U=-- would ke most unwelcome. However,
as I say, I do not know much, and am guessing a lot,

I was very sorry to learn that you lost the clothing pix suit.
I hope it goes good on appeals.

1 recently bought the Bantam version of the rentagon Papers,
but have not yet started reading in earmnest. L followed a souped-i=m
down version in our local paper, but did not bother with the Yimes
articles, since from the beginning L knew that Bantam would be
publishing them whole thing. 1 prefer to read them first in this
form.

ror reasons which 1 cannot explain, the whole rP thing sticks
in my craw, 1 can't see it as anything different from what has
regularly gone on in the past, with the national news media acting
merely as the conduits of 1nformat10n that somebody in power wants
released. The only thing different is that this time it is done
on a more grandiose scale. | can't see it plainly as an effort
to ruin LBJ immediately before the publication of his "memoirs",
nor plainly as an effort to hurt the vemocrats (although all of this
comes into it), but the matter stinks of something very screwy.

I wish I knew what. rerhaps it's a super-sophisticated stall,
similar in kind, but not in degree, to numerous other stalls used
prev1ously to gustlfy continuation of the war (I don't think that
nixon or those who controlX him have any intention or desife for

the u.S. to get out of Vietnam, any more than LBJ did. )o I don't




disparage the veracity of what the rP say, for what has been
released was already known-- at least the salient features were
known. What I wonder about is the motive for releasing them,
for giving them widespread attention at this time. Ellsberg,
I presume (at present) is a phony. Notwithstanding the sad truth
of his pronouncements, | think,kkzk at worst, that he is knowingly
acting as the government's agent; at best, that he is being badly
used by them. 1n any case, 1 cannot escape the feeling that the
people have been "had", once again, on a grand scale.
The ommissions, it seems to me, are significant. The lack

of reference to ¢FK's express orders for his 15,000 troops to
pull out (I believe the rP referred to these orders as an "option"--
which is pure crap), and the amazing revelations by vanadian
diplomat and China expert, Chester rRomning, (I'll bet you don't
know what Ronning revealed, since you depend on u.S. paperes and
the PP, which tell only the truth that they want you to know.)
Ronning went to Hanoi and teliec with itop .orth Viet efkiginisim
rERadfxrRxkhExy officials-- . vellcve 1% wog on ofiicicl vieslt
. ¢s with US sanction, if not encouragement. While Rusk (viz. LBJ)
was lamenting that the only purpose of the bombing was to get
north Viet to the conference table, the wV's told Ronning that
if the bombing stopped they were willing, unconditionally, to
confer. Ronning said he was knocked flat by that pronouncement,
that he parsued this matter of unconditional negotiations, for
he wanted to bevsure that he had not misinterpreted. ‘1he NV8s
were explieit and emphatic that they would talk without conditions.
ronning delivered the message to US officials, confident that this
was the big breakthrough, just what Rusk wanted. 1lhe US sent him
back to Hanoi loadied with conditions that Ronning and (says Ronning)
the US knew NV could not accept. HKonning said he was emotionally
crushed, shdocked by uUS duplicity. Shortly thereafter, bombing
was resumed-- after all, the bombing halt had not had the "desired”
effect of giving the NVs a chance to come to the conference table.

1o me, these and amny other things-- everything, really--
point toward the single objective of the VN war, to assure its
continuation at a level acfeptable to the uUS public-- the govern- .
ment wants not victory, not defeat, not even an "honorable withdrawal;
what it wants is an indeffinite continuation of the war. If the
government does anything to indicate some other objective, L'll
be glad to acknowledge it. But I don't see it yet-- not even in
Nixon's removal of some troops. 1 think he is just testing for
the "right" level, whdich LBJ exceeded. When he needs a pretext
for discontinuing the"withdrawal", he will find one-- or invent
one.

Long ago I said that the troop level in vN would not fall
much below 200,000 men. L still think that's the level They are
searching for. As a kind of a one-gided bet, I1'11l send you
$5 when the number of krummzxim US troops in VN falls below
200,000-- I should say "if",

Believe it or not, yesterday--that very day-- I finished
painting the upstais and downstairs parts of my new house!
Finished-- reallyi: In time, I'11 go to work on the basement--
paipting (yechh}), panneling, fixing, and the like-- but the real
crunch is over. ''he rest I can do at my leisure.

..My new location allows me to ride to work by bike ever
morning, |+ takes about a half hour of hard pedd%ing to getyto



my office. ‘he experience has been exhilerating, for 1 have not
ridden a bike on a regular basis since 1 was a kid, and had
forgotten the wonder of it. You see people and things that you
often don't notice in a car, and it's great for getting ome's
thoughts in place at the beginning and end of a work day; it really
mops out the cobwebs, I shall probably revert to auto when the
weather gets intollerably cold and snowy, bubt L think I'1ll regret
it.

vddly, I had to drive in today, and-- after only a short week
of peddling in-- I felt guilty at not taking the bike-- really
guilty. 1 keep explaining to myself that L really had to use the
car today, but my conscience is winning, for as 1 think about it
itts clear that 1 could have gotten by nicely with the bike.

In a week or so, you may be hearing from a young vanadian
movie-maker named Peter Rowe. He wants to make a movie based
on speculation about the JFK assassination, and will travel
around the uS visiting pevple who think they kmow who done it,
why, and the rest. I managed to persuade him that he will have
to have a largely fictional story, so by now he will be happy
with something plausible and, when possible, at least roughly in
accord with what is known. rresently his plans are indeffinite;
one of the purposes of the trip is to help him form ideas. 1
gave him a list of various people, including some that L myself
would pay little attention to. Since I shall probably see him
after he returns, 1. may then be able to help him keep things
straight. I have already cautioned him not to be tredulous of
those who claim to know the whole story, and he seems willing
to listen with caution.

1 saw him for a day several weeks ago, and will see him agaln
tomorrow,

must stop now. pe sure to send me the classicist thing soon.
still,

Mede

ce, Roffman

:i-S‘ I - hAt [umi el A J)LL-\C'_) ..T ‘)LL;',.\\""( _L{ —i _L} o

4 1] ‘.
J'C"L""t/' L l\-c\ [T \/‘;{(’t.» “ Jh<ie “‘-//(f [',‘v" W "fn,\7 -ty (} e

PR b NS LY~



