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Jesr Jick,

Your 26tu meiling, of tue 2-pp add to tie 399 study suu your 1/8 to MR,
csme tois morning. It is gond to write of taines otoer tusn precccupied me veaterdsy,
tae lingering effects ~f wiica I fesl trday,

“n 393, tucse stmll sugpestions: lect art, suvoerulx, rather than =sving
thet "A" metellic fragment wae devosited in tue cuest, walca @y be an inadequate
representstion, I wouid tsxe tue =1Pce, in 2ny revisinoon, to ssy tust ef ter tnis
irjury wee cleansed s meinllic nt was visible ia post-croerstive Y-rnys (and
is net montinned in Tua nepvrt eny o the trzbinnny b fore the members of
tuz vorniselon), sAstoer tusn swying, seversil metsllie fragnents were de-csited

st seylny tust efter s11 of hiv motion, snd after
Cragments were recovered from tuae wrist,

[ IR 4

in Cennelly's rigat wrist, I1'4 sus
¢l waiseq, sevarzl ametallic £

tusld wound
©0 tie tuign fragment, vou mizat went to add tust its cize wss csrsfally nidden by
tue Gomulesion, in both testianny ana Heport.
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My Ieéesens nre te indicets tue ulgh probsbility tust even tuis totally
diggueiifying degree of fragrnentstien ac’nowledsed is entirely insufficient, for
tuere is hign ~robablilivy other fregments were leppsited w.i a0t reorvered.

#8 you realize levter te Jan no o als ¥~ e, de 3id duplicete my
warx with the end »f 39g, : élu take o plcture Coronim (e seya more tusn nne j,
erd tuie or any ol these cannot yossitly be mine, Tiaerelure, in vou corsiderstion
of my arsument ftaet mere hsz been removed - eud 1 o0 met suc oosting cny accident, es
riti tne Uir< rizture- I foirt y~u should Beer in wind tist tuey just cennnt and do
n~t lose nictures ond negstives o7 “ais stuf”, nor is it li%ely *ust “~lrson hes
frrentten it, e hed ~ulte = business ~ver it, Yru bove sesn nis roection when he is
merely with me, I 2m srxinons £~r v-ur onrfirmetion tast tugey fed it wien we were
there tngether ept frr 3 st 0 tue print L.ey sent ynu. .ere Joun's disaocesty
msy have & side tenefit,...1 Jdo not toink snyone can underst nd gow .uch tusi rotten
business really sickens €, oow i1 prevs on .y jingled nervess

Thur letier to sowsrd is tae btest ernd tae most. ‘men 1 came t~ your
opinion, tust you dave trouble believing Specter 1g bereft of conscience, 1 zmie a
not-s to argus wiiti you, bud wvaen L oceme th Yo rext line, wiaere you 610w swareness
of aiec "instinet Tor self-preservetion™, we sre in complete zecord, except, vossibly,
in degree. I tuink it deminntes everytuing ne did =fter tue Tull emAarmity ~f whet he
Lad done in taking the eutn-sy testimory dawned upon him., I briefed Howasrd this way,

You are tos fi. ot to my recnllectinn to serticule my long telief, "every
tine tne" push tae vanic buibfor we ben fit", 1 Live worked or tuis btnsis for s long
time and ynu ere mware nf s~me of tu@ tenefits. 1 have gone furtmer, ir wasys * aeve
net enmmunicated t~ ynu =i ~1y tegruge I did n-t wsnt te trepsre nossitle eavse-
drovrers. :nd yeur advice re‘ med. exanirers iz solmpertent, It is merusps even =nre
of « problem with m' becsuse ol my neture s=ng mstund. I try sno engssed tue irterviewee
in conversaticn, Juzt turn uiv own, so cu requires & certsin amount of ermunication
oi tule Lazsrdous kind, I tried t. prepsre .oward, tut voa ud 1@ sue. better thsn I
did, snd more succincetly. ‘

1 taoink yeour formulstien, "I cen't refutem the witnssses wuo s.id taey
saw rifle and/or snonting from this window" in to bestow a credibility on tuaise
"testimony” it does uot warrsnt. The only one to even claim to nsve seen shnoting



is history's leset credible, Breansn, The "testimony” on 8 rifle being vrsitively
seen is so ventins tns Sommissisn hed tr skirt eround it, sc e rereading nf this
prert of the “eport will disclose. They sey their o nclusinn doesn't rest on
Brennmn slone (and even surry fourd i~ incredible), ang tiuey follow with
notaingness, Fisher srd friend, Zuins (Fipe thing) snd Jecxson, who hed to

asve seen sarntine if ae sew rifle. There remsine no evilence tnst s shot wssg
fired from thnere en no credible evidence & ifle wes even seen taere. I tuink you
teny toe fer bacowars nere.

Lest words, by 2"Besices, 1 4p not tuink twet <nowlecge ~d the lncation
is se imvortent as otaer fectors", 1 dissgree., +f we Lave, @3 1 now do, positive
proof tucy de iberztely mislcested tais woeund, tuet is guintessential in several
ereas: how tue crime wes cemmit-ed, now many people it reguired, cow many sunts
were fired sud fror where an. by waom, conspirsey, ete. ind wiat more luecid
expositicn on tis ivtegrity of *tie work and tuese wae 4id 1t, tuos woo, Xnowing
teter, weve beon silent? °n tie brgis of our ezrlier, nezative mowliedze, your
gorient esn e justifie. but todasy I tuine 14 1ie WIOnZ.
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Tuough I dicegre- wita busse Tew tuinge, I otainy 14 4. oan sxcellent
letter wiich saouli he of great benefit to kavard,

I will e =t thne “rchives trmarrow, but onlv tn see gometaing I Lsve

frraed ~ut, net cnannectse witp crvtainge it owikich sau oove heen intereeted, I may
nls~ skim & few documents, Byt T will ot te there f-r long snd will nnt msXe an
ssue of Z0% and +ie wi{x, T waplo rether cee venr nfeture virst ans zet taem *o

'

i
tzce ths ricture I want frr "@, t~ stirect no grest sttert.en L Tuls 1literest,
. . . . t .
I'I1 tnen dex cowsrd ur wT Sutois @nn owe 11 ¢oue rere.,

o

L you fir: eaytains 1 $o)c Jann ucwerranted, unfair or invslid, please
do tell me, ss promutly 88 yveu ean...l fing myself word ring if us nlane to use
tolo ebufl in L00K, I7 L dnes, 1'11 sue trom cetn, L7t asve tn be my own lawyer,
eg 1n this cose + beliecve woula be unlikely, wita tue written record - Lsve, intud-
ing 4is origin=l letters, I you ueve fny suscestions, I can use tuem, Thiz: is very
troubling, upsetting, = Jurther coutritution te my znxisties,....n1 L now wnnder, as
I 214 eerlier, 17 Lo, in Zrer) wmiont At e e g~urce of tie snide comvents Lifton

mede tust recuired knowleare se couls woeve anttan anly fras mail intercention or nne
of & very szall ro.aber af recrle telling ain. iz comment did cucte John, btut Lifton
#len febricetes tais sort of tolngs It ig 507 wita aim, for multinle reasnns,

Toe yesusl Leste,
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8 Jan 1970
Howard Roffuan
rhiladelphisn

Howard:
I have your letter re 3pecter interview and other wnail, but
nust enswer hastily. rlease exouse.,

Specter interview: Do not by any means be disappointed by
failure to get all that you wanted, for other things may come out
0f it more valuable than you think, From whet is disclosed in your
letter I see nothing that you did wrong under such trying ciroume-
stances., It's fo0od that S should understand that we imow far nore
than he thinks we know; that will trouble him, «nd the more
troubled he 18, the better it is for all, I find it diffiecult to
believe taat he 1s absolutely bereft of %22%%2239&3 that may
eventually turn him. Also there is tie instinot of self-preseryation
wnieh uignt drive him our vway. In any case, I think i1t ar better
for him to know thet he 1is cornered thoh that he should move in
confort. The worst that can ne:pen 1s that sueh as Specter and
others should vecome bored with tne issue. If you did nothing
else, you at lesst jogged his 'interest', und that is worth gold.
Think of what G:rrison's faillure to . et the sutopsy naterial
produoed for us: the ranel Report end a judicial decision that
the ocutopsy wes deficlent. Kvery time they push the panie button
we benefit, There's s time to £o easy sand a tiae to .o hard,
wxx hat you did and what vou .ot ceens Just rviiht t9 ne-- at least
in so {ar as it is muoh more than others misht have aanaged,

Congratulations, too, on your self-gontrol, 1 na not sure
whether 1 covld have naintained it. The "1 don't know" ashout
Finck's H.0. testimony was grand.

I think if you hed gotiten a tsape of the interview, I would
have been dissppointed tnat vou didn't also r~el = woviae of Specter
in setion. 1 enwvy you,

rerhaps you understend nov vhy 1 raise my mymy eyebrows at
knowledge that 3pecter waxed Thompson ir is delate~- or even thot
Specter sgreed to debate Thompaon, I find 3% hard to telieve
tihat ne would asrree to dehnte unless he knew teforeannd that he
was golng to wir.

Helpern's remarks: Information sbout "deer rifle” ig ingsuific-
iert for tne rensons Lhat yvou mentlon. If indeed the egquipnent
»a8 such &s the shooter noranlly used on deer, then ne used a
sof't-nosed mushrooning hullet that could heve an explosime effeodt
on & humnen skull. sany vasetors come into play, -wid derinite
determination is not possible without more info thiusy delpern
FlVeS .

yhila, medigal exacinerg: (-0 easy, uspeeinlly ut first, and
leern how wuch criticism of sutopsy does tiey cun tuke without
rushing 1o their defehsme., I would give this sdvige cven if they
vere not acquainted with Finck and tne others-- the soreso sénoe
they are. MDs protect each otner ulmest by instinet. it's best
to diselose inforuntions and let them come %o conclusions. If
they are inolined to be co-operntive nnd rot care where the chips
fall, then you can probe further. First find out what they are
like, then determine how Lur yiu can g&. by my own expericnce
often to my eventurl disappointment (and something experienced'by
others), I now that there is & terrible urre to show how much
Jou know. If you hove that fecling-~ ~nd you do, if you are 1live




me-- by all .eans resist it. You'll sense it when suddenly
you realige that you sre lecturing to the person whom you
are gupposed to be interviewing. 1 sucoumb to this often,
and it's bed news for anybody who wants to get information,
On msny oceasions 1 have chested myself out of thinks I wanted
to know-- mostley because I was more interested in showing
pergons what I knew tnan in learning what they knew,

I mention this affliotion of mine in the hope that you
won't nllow it to besome yours.

Lung brulses: I do not underatand what is btehind this
remark 1in your .22 Pec letter to IHarold: " lorgan'’s letter
now ghnws us what caused that dhruise-~ it was the fragments
that they observed there (in the neck)",., !How does Xhimx
dorganls letter show this? If you refer to the iel X-ray
view of the rIragnents, I {ion't see Low it benrs., The A#y

view cannot show tune degree of penetration of thnese fragments,

© though tnat is importnat to know

That bruise interests me, for ressons which I velieve 1
explained in o vrevious letter,

sunching or JFK coat: 1 do not rasard the usatter very
importunt, and won't engage in argument over it. The ploture
wn Curry's vook oes not "prove" that JFXK's goall was vunched
when he wag on Elm 8t.; it does, however, indioate the nrobability
thet it was bunched on Klm,

Boaoturs koo Quane ooy X MR g w K InE X RN ERa IR ckake axkex bankckangks .

Shots from TIHD vindow: I don't asaer: the imposuihility of
URXXNEE Some sNooting originating from here. I would argue
seningt the possiblility of sn M« rifle ¢ ?ﬁn” %8 Ay as
thiree shots iroshere: one shot, meybhe: twc thota, vary unlikely:
three shots, impossible, Heasons ara Pssentia?ly vhet you
suscest: the set-up of boxes, half-open window, snd other
topographical features ret in the rhooterq WEY »

I can't refute the witnesses vho snid they sgw rifle and/or
ghooting froxm this window, fo 1 terd to thiny that one shot
sey have origlnatec fronm here.
Tne full explenstion renuires @&&Uhstutiﬂn af\how you huve to
move in thuat set=-up, and L don't have time to go over 14,
Impossible to fire any shots towprd mls throusghk the area
to the 1i;at 01 the boxes=~ there is no view of Ilm through that
siGe, except directly in Lront of the window; no cnguler view,

pBehing lence in wWillis and Betzner:d: 1'1L1 have to caetk
JOUr OUBErvVulLiOnS more cerefully thun I nave. OGrfnand, however,
{ would say that even if you huve corrvbtly interyreted the
pictures, ihere is not enough to weke o csse. 1i's the sort
of thimg you sit on, and keep in the baa1 of your as:d until
you car corroborate or refute it.

Location of JFK back woundd': Kellermen, tUreexr, Hill do not
give dellnite designations and oan do no meore than inticate that
trepe is confuslon in =n ares where there ocught not to be any.

1l don't think that the nresent stete of info nllows d”finife
determination.

Besldes, 1 do not thynk that Inowledge df the lath*on s

88 importamt as other faets.
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Book by "mMylish doctor” :Porensis iedleine: o202 euliver ocan
PuLp brain anc sgmasin oraniun-~ cven iLite nllltary rownls. Mueh
depends ou the or®tar, et veloeclty .nd otlier things, it la n
men. Tagter bullet whem 6,0me L0, wkswk.zuhbemt cbove L5000 feed
per £ee¢. muzule veloodt,, 1 think,

Whao ' "English doetor” sgys sbout bullet Aigintegration at
rarges legs then 860 ysrdg is pure cerap-- if, =g I mpuose, he
refors to nilitary rounds. Docior is a uwmek in thig resard .
1< g militery vround ¢oes not styike vone, 31t docs not Tragnent,
¥ a nilitery builet otrices bore, snd if “he on-target vzloelity
is hizh, then it mi:sht bresk up br separating frvom tie juoked
and {ispereing in several relatively large chunks, with perhapa
some very small fraguenta,

The 1895 artiole refers to the tyvre of Vullet represented
sach ag 42%, Beleore the developmernt of Jacketed tullets, bdullets
were leal or lead nlloy., The Jeckets held the lead to,ether and
let it pass into body without vrodveins exeescive wriflersl damase:
more "humane” wounds result.

To undarstard the @iffersnes you've #ot to sse the wounds
that dirferent bulletg produce at varilomsraonged. Rocently 1
saw the pelt of a wolf that had been hit by a .270 hodlow point
in the shoulder, ‘The hale was s0 bis thot you aould stiek your
head throush it-- literally. That 270 slur disintegrsted on
the choulder and Aild not penetrate far intoe the aninal; the other
clde of the pelt was intunt.

Jauminting bullatsg: the 48 gr bullet fired at 4500 {28 prbably
ig tae calinbery Xiuowa as o220 Swift. It's the fastect hunting
caliper that there is. Used slmost exelusively for varaints, tho
zsome 190lishly use them on deepr-—- they are not dealgsned for deer.
£linlnating ricoshet 18 a veriferal advantage of the high velooit
varainters; that is not the reagon wiy the; are desigcned that waY e '
They ure legiigned to kil samall anizale instantly without resard
Lor the sreservatlon of the animal'# flash or pelt. Since these
aninals are not hunted for food, hunter wants an instant kill to
kuxgaenkuitn ve certain. Hunters who want to eat came try to use
anno that does not destro¥ nuch uaeat, The fact that varainters
seldom ricochet i3 a ¢gratifying side effect, Yut not the reason
why these are 30 desiined,

I have other corresvondende to et to, and » bad lar of
glesses to »repsre for tomorrow.. o long,

St111,

o¢ Vieisberg



