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4/2/69
Dear Dick,
Yeur letter of 3/26 sni my rifle toth sr-ived vesterdsy.

I heve stsmlutely no troutle with vour theory at sll. If you recell
"BITDACL, I thirt *he eha~ter, "The Mumber ~7 Shote", 1 felt that wav about
the 1ir. Tt iz 1 whr brourht £t~ 1i-ht tne fret that the lip was dente
we1l T n~t nave £1% tne chember in the condition it wese in, snd thet tg? cart-
rilres -r sk21le hed £11 been in s rifle =n- the action opersted on &n
esrlier ncoasion !&s 1 reesll, -ne wes in u different rifle). - do not now
recsll demsze to ¢ ; to-nting vovier. sone

\ 3 e

reczll - have me it Toe smuo rescveds I othins

soeh experiment, oo Jou

W

¥ou Sme DL g g ¢ for se &+ tm concerne:, until I cen exmeri-
mernt, you heve asnswered ;t in e, '

The tove ir 7=21iforni= (I got the rifle fro: Lastern .rms) who wanted
to borrow it never dia return its I bourht it 14 months sg> (same rifle,
glichtly Zcnger turrel). 4+ until they trial wes I sble to mrtivets them, T
=gked them o send it to L0, end *rey gid. *cule hes just returned it. Tut
the ¢lirs are m¥esine, I hadé = bress and o blackc cliv,

I will tave it tn the 1ncel sunshop sfter deylight this s.m., wken I
take L1l to worx, They will vount ‘e "Hollywond Ipties" sisht Yohn sichels
gave me. They 7rve 3 lit*le militery smrve Jor this {wculd you live me tn gat
vo. eomey) arnd tie Norms  {:'ve nsa 8 few shells o0 tna a ¢ourls 0 years).

The teat nert i thet ue leocsal chief ~f y-lice wil wel: ie. Thev have
% rence ere ani oo *et‘rec eolonel sg renge ~iricer., ine caief, who uss ziwsys
teen friendly, think~ t o renge »fricer will te¢ interested in tune exrerivents
I hed wsntsd t~ do. + nsid wented to just blurnder sround, iwrying to see how 'he
easines cculs be dems-ed. Now we will duplieste -our theory. "'y rext-dn~r neigh-
bor ‘iz 2 pond oo ur rhotnsrre er, Wit. ¢ ~°d CETBIS....1 dn 1ot knee how
saorn thie wil! te, teceuse 1 do not know how long it wil teXe ¥n mount the
sight, etec., < tiey =re busy. I =2lsn went tn get victures of the clir felling
out, whica wss my crigin 'l interest in getting the gun,

Hed +~ ret uv 4 a.m. tr cetch um o il 2no other thioee 4+ et do,
frr severel old thines arve ¢1mul+ancﬁu~‘v eoms tn g hesd =« =2ni 1 s~ uch
want tn tesir writine +the epilarue tr TNTUP, Everythineg 1 see Justified -y “ellef,
1n~1udins e cera™yl resiine nf TONY and Taremsn (whe went on ennjecture »nly),
Fudé ‘whn I cen exrl-in =s eonly wrong ~r mercenery, “»r 1 do not fthi-k he i~
this ~ver t'= santemny citatinsn) end ones, whe concedes his former client
wes euiltv, even with finpers crossed. The windows st tie PO orensd for tne firsg
ti~n = "ter roceint of veour loetter fron Tircohp, snd + sent nim tns book syecial
hindling. By the -ay, vou shoula asve satten your Yverstreet. i melled 1t some
tirme #2£0. Thanks for everything,

Hurriedly,



26 iarch 68
Harold:

Keep in mind that presently what I say is based on theoretical
knowledge of ballistics, and requires physical tests for verification.
With that stipulation I can assert that I am almost certain about
what happened to the dented cartridge cases.

I wrote to Nichols and asked him to make certain observations
in connection with his regular experiments, for I did not wish to
impose on him greatly by getting him to do my work, Still, if
yvou think this matter is important (Ithink it is), then write to
him and ask him to make & special effort to do as I instructed
in my last letter to him.

Ineclosed xmxm are digsrams showing how the cartridges were
dented.,

I reviewed Robert Frazier's testimony re his examination
of the case. So far I can find nothing that refutes what I =sx
am going to say, and some things that tend to confirm me, 35till,
recsard this as tentative, for I need to ¥now test results, and
I must review many more things. ‘hat I will give are tentative
conclusions; I regret that I don't have time to discuss on what
I base them,

The case with the dented lip was fed unbulleted from the
elip to the chamber. Offhand, I would say that the bulleted case
was first fired in the rifle, and that later the case only was
thrust into the chamber. This may be confusing to you, but it
requires considerable explanation, whaich I cannot tindertake now.
It involves eliminating other possibilities. It is significant
that this case does not have a dented shoulder.

This is apparently what happened to the two cases with dented
shoulderséI'll describe this with reference to one, since both
are the same): The bulleted cartridee was thrust vigorously into
the chamber from the c¢lip:; at that time it received the dent on
the sheulder (see diagrans). Later, the bullet was pulled from
the case (not fired). After that, the case was placed directly
in the chamber (not fed from the clip), the bolt was closed
over the unbulleted case, the trigeer was pulled, the firing pin
struck the primer and detonated it,

Presuming that those dents will be blasted out when test
firing is done, I can conceive of no other exvlanation. IFrazier's
analysis (his observations) support this, as far as I can see,mRmEkrx
I must recheck, especially the comparison nhotos that he »ut
in evidence, but so far everything looks good for me.

In what I describe above, do not he confused by my deseribing
events taking place one after the other. The sequence is correct,
but I make no reference to time. OUne action need not necessarily
have immediately followed another; that is, any lapse of time
may have intervened.

I am helpless without tests. I may be able to get an i.-C
carbine, which has the same action as "Oswald's" 1iI-C,

I think that I xnow perfectly what is going on. If the
test results are as I expect, I'11l write up a revort like the
one on the scope sight. I am very excited about this, but I
urese you to reserve final judegment until test result are in.

W ke,

Bernabei . é%@%%&ﬂbéﬁﬁyb&
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