7/158/¢9

Dear Dick,

Cotte white shorter letters for I've become wesker end tire easily.
Tontotive diecnosisz: exhsuetinn,

Don(t believe y~u have confirmed receiot your negetives from Tom., I've
oot te se~ him some day soon, Gning to ba to~ hot today.

Your letter of 7/10 reises sn important point and I do not now recell
whether PMIIT includes that precise point. I'11 file that letter with tne final
copy ané be certain. I %o I po inte the point tnst either the pnedl didn't
s@e and merely hypothesized ss & possibility because there were no front pix
but I do not recsll whether 1 ssid if they saw in pix sutonpsy should hsve in
flesh. 1 went into tae poone czlls in W¥, that way.

For the mom nt I'm telling cn you snu Gery this, so0 do not tell snyone
~n the chance of surrvrise. I spent much of yesterdsydey tryin- to resch Bud. He
w2e not home until lete, e phones snd sgreed to file immediste suit for me on
memo trensfer. + now heve statement from Secret Service thet the Archives has
8 copy of the memo tremsfer pix, X-rsys wherees tuey lie and say whet they hsve
is privete (Xennedy) copy. e is comings up first fres day on this end nther things.

Your longer letter 7/10 with enclosures: 1've subscribed to Councillor
in wife's neme and will let younand Gary krov when it begina.

The Uouneillor clip on fLing tep is vsalusble only because it wo: rtub=-
lished, “or 1t is not news, Theitr follew could be. Blaeck leeders helping Honver
blackmeiling themselves. There is more than in this story.

Hawgnitzidudnsydx endxnitifondusedk Thenks for memo. I'1l add snd =ot
txtibmex in time . vonfused “alt snd Sneyd., There was nse of tae "Frenchy” rpicture
tefore arrest but 4+ recall none s.cii as you describe teing used. i can recell only
face, s3 fred sent tc me in April 68, 1 tam geve to FBI snd AP, but it wes croppred.
NYTimss used May, also cro.ped. Uo not recasll Remparts snd SFExem use, June, but
thisnk slso cropped.

If above unclesr, Councillor Xing piece is sccurste, sccording to
other ¥FBI lesks but 14 ceys les: than uss been published.

Trent has becn el:ucet totally silent since Murr gsve him clip-inhs
be dii not shere with others, as Murr expected., In moments of apparent crisise
he phones. I spoke to 8 friend of his Sundey and told him to ask Trent to give
me Galt interbiew nnless he expected to use himself....It ie not Murr elone who
turned off sl ost sll at seme time. I conjecture Liften, ilrecily and indirectly.
Lifton i=s dsngerous beceuse he is willinz to azerve other side consciously, becaamse
he is at best dengerously sick, endtecsuse he consciously sets out to 4o harm. It
is for these reesoms I went him to hsve novhing. Leak not yet isolested. Hehad a
corrupted veraion of something 1 rsve Yohn thet I wsnted John to uave as surprise
in eourt. Gery shrewdly surmises Dsve could nsve céurrupted himself to deceive
snd probe, But there were only twc people to whom I sent copies of tast letter
to John, Newcomb, in ay bo~k, ie » bsd trip wbetevar explains, I've had tos ruch
8xperiencesa



I 46 not think you or Gary could rszad my file snd believe he ig in any sense
dependeble, whetever the explesnation.

McRee: Thirk I eent you copy of letter I wrote ¢/o him. I'11 lst
you know ii there i: response. I'd like tc bear fror hin sometine 17 he
is friend of yours. Ckay or Lieberdsrf., Thet is your msteriel enywsy. But
my only i:tersst in that women ie does she know snything, I esnuot now tell vou
Wwho, btut i have several igteresting connections with that side, r-cently
develoned. “hile both sre untrustworthy, the untrustworthy asre the sources.

I heve no doubt shout the doctoring of Willis 5. I wrote about this
to tuz degree 1 respomsibly could in %, wuich is wost turned Fred on. My doubts
arc witu hie proofs. Tae one iket impresced me I later could figurs out is nothing
tut illusion from iights, shsdows. With thet particular picture, whether or not
it relletes vo wuat you say, 4t is imporsten. to understsnd that it wea out of
focus. “e was not ready. de bed his cemers set for clossr shot. I canunot suy
what, if coytados, taie did -r could neve Joze te background. Nor hasve I any
dispute sbout presences of train, for from other sources I was aware or end wrote
sbout thst, too (also Wi). iy joubbs sre with uls iuterpratstions, none ~f which,
a2 1 recsall, are wvalia or meszningful.

Gary has written you atout remarksble ccincidence Van leuven wao
contacted me then chickened. I wish it were possible for +we to just sit and
chet with Kesting, for =he right have sce slight clue th- significance ntf
which 1= lost on her. I DlcRee ig williing or akle to =p2nd 2ny time or thls,
for whatever it is wnrth, I vuy essencs of Rey dyie story on bar mettings

with Fsoul. There is possibility, bveing checkes, Zsoul is r:zal nome rasl
“ouisisne terssn. !y ini®tial hun h i: tu-t Say dzguised reality, thst o 2id
have suech nretinge #ita somone but disguised cerson.

~ Roffman’ you are r-oght to try snd eep him from JOnes. Lape you

succe d. ‘ou sre slso right to try =pd ?teer hin to Sylvis, =2nd again I nope
you succeed. Try ané persuade i thet Ypones' ‘nowledge of czee is deficient
snd that he confabulates. Sylvie i1z 20143 on what che knows, which isg~mch,
But il he cen reve studled Z and bzolleves 311 shots came from resr he is
bopeless. IT you inted to itry sr” help him, zet hin to study Lldredge hit.
LYo what is in %¥I1 tell k&m thet Aldredge phoned me when I was on KRLD redio
middle lsst “ovember to add thet when he went bsck to exemine after Report he
found gesh Led been filled with ssbestos~-li ¢ materisl he could =zersre mut. I've

agked Gary to get ~fcture fnr me cehowine direction . Matt Herron to~k one
for -~ dsy tefore tihls broadeest tut never geve me print. It is antirely
inconsistent with belief =211 shots csme from resr,

¥atter »f feet, I'd find fascineting fsct pike from one Tiber sree
maci: nore testy. It 1le i accord with certsin of the exnerinentel work I did
as & femer, Lut I .ore you zet tne thesis done repidly and well.

¥ork on COUP 2dd proceseding, but slovly. Volume more than 45,000 words.
I think is is persussive but I've read rone o it yet., I do take time to try snd
rest dsily. J.B.Stoner told me yesterdsy, by phone as he wss aboub to catchn
plane, thst they file sppesl for new tr el todsy., I gath-r he hoe not dons the
legal work or this. I offered to help in wnatever wey possitle.

Be:zt regards,



10 July 1969
Harold:

Enclosed is an article from a recent issue of The Counecilor
dealing with MIK and the FBI. I send it btecause it ties in with
your info that black leaders fear release of personal material,
Obviously, I do not put unguestioning faith in what the Councilor
says, but I think it worth watching, for as FBI admireres they may
have a line to inside sources. I considered this article plausible,
but unacceptable for lack of documentation, FYerhaps that will
follow,

I have material that I got from Lifton last yvear, mostly rerard-
ine you and Thornley, and Schoener has been keeping me uvn to date
on recent developments. My correspondence with Lifton has been
gsparse and non-committal vis-a-vis you. I think it best to con-
tinue on "friendly"terms, for I do not engoy his confidence to a
degree that would make my defense of you effective, and it is
possible that, believing me ignorant, he micht tell me things that
he would not tell others, or perhaps try to influence me. I strongly
doubt that I even referred to you in nmy recent correspondence, SO
it is extremely unlikely that he got any of your material from me.

I don't have a copy of my recent %two, I think) letters to him,

but my memory indicates that I did not mention you. I cannot be
absolutely sure, only because 1 do not have copies of my correspond-
ence before me-- but otherwise, I am sure. The only part =R of
COUP that I copied was the section on Bieberdorf, which I sent to
Schoener with information on the suggestions that I had given to

you about that affair. I loaned it overnight to a Toronto Star
reporter, Earl M=R=ye McRae, but he did not read much of it and I

am quite sure that he did not copy any of it-- '"sure" on the basis
of my confidence in licRae, and on the short time that he had it.

I may also have outlined some parts of it in a letter to Erie Lincoln
hut since he later read the whole thing, that is of no matter.

Other than what is mentioned above, the material has not gotten

out of my hands.

Ity difficulty in dealing with Lifton and others who might
be influenced by Lifton is that I do not have contact with many
of the people involved. Vhere I do have contact, I do not always
cet confidence., My regationship with Gary Murr has somehow heen
sabotaged, deliberately or not, by vpeople who have influenced him
to believe that I am CIi, Iy contact with him, which could have
been fruitful for both of us, was cut off suddenly and completely.
It rankles me, for I was getting on well with Murr and we could have
done good work together. I believe that he is still in touch with
Newecomb, but I am not sure who else-- perhaps Gough. TNewcomb is
not the source of Gary Murr's feelings; rather he was the recipilent,
a fador that caused Newcomb km at first té treat me with coolness.

iy correspondence with I'ewcomb deald mainly with the issues
that concern him and me, not with individuals. I don't think I
have mentioned to him, either, any of the material in Coup.

Neweconbh may be about to zkmmd&mm retract his material on the
"Last Train”; he came into some new evidence which he is now
checking; apparently it badly shook his confidence ir the %rain.
This reversion of his is independent of some criticism that I sent
him refuting the train-- something I thought conclusive (the lack of
the train in the hackeground of the pergola windows on the right
side of Betzner). Our letters crossed in the mail. So if he is
wrong, he will have vproved himself wrong, and will make a vroper
retraction. Also he is feeling like an ass.



I think Newcomb is right, however, about the doctoring of
Willis 5. I base this on a comparison between Willis 5 and the
picture by J. Towner published in Life. Both pictures were taken
from very nerly the same position. The lowest row of nergola
windows in Willis is the same color as the other rows, but in
Towner the color of the lowest row ig different from the other
rows-- i.e., Towner shows the hackeround, but Willis does not.

I cannot imagcine what was removed (well, I can imagine, but it
would be pure guesswork), but unless I see good refutation I
shall persist in believing that one of those pictures-- »robably
Willis~- was doctored.

I have looked through some books for printed references to
barrel vibrations, but have found only passing references., I'1ll
check magazine articles-- I have a couple hundred. slso I'1l write
to the NRA and learn if they ever did a piece on it, There is
nothing in The Amer. Rifleman for the past few years, but LRA
may have done something before that, and I know where I can get
back copies.

I do not understand this in your letter: "™ You were going
to send me a brief memo of your interview with Sneyd."” Good grief,
I only wish that I had had such an interview! I suspect that
you mean (the real) Eric Galt. 4n outline in enclosed. Briefly,
Galt verified everything that Sprague told me, and added very little.
I believe I already sent you information on the story that I got
from Sprasue.

If McRae can give me a lead for tracing Claire Keating and
Blaneh van Iueven, two women in Canada who Ymew Ray, I'LL try to
traclk down their information.

Sprague told me that Huie said he had interviewed three neople
who saw Ray and Raoul together., I wrote to Sprague to learn whether
the %Xx®E® three were Uanadian and whether he Ymew their names and
could put me on to them. So far I have gotten no answer. I think
Sprague has been turned off me, too~-- partly (perhaps much) my
own fault for treating him with suspicion and offensively after
the Farewell smerica trap. Whatever his faults, he is a valuable
contact for me, and I hate to lose him.

I am still in good touch with young Howard Roffman of
Philadelphia, the boy who I mentioned said you made mountains out
of molehills., I misunderstood hig criticism of you. 4Apparently
he was bothered by the polemic and attention to minutiae. He is
a good boy, though, and well worth "cultivating”. I give him all
the help I can (the effect of which I think has Teen to confuse
him over things about which he previousgsly felt certain-- a good
effect, I think, in this situation where much of the evidence
is corrupt né not smanable to positive deductions).

He might be able to give us preat help in photography. He
has all the necessary ecuipment and does his own work-- all of it
excellent. If we could tap his resources we could serve both hinm
(vecause he wants vpictures) and us (because we want %to cut exnenses).
llolesworth is great, but if we can cet good stuff for much less
expense, I think we should jump at it.



Roffman sent me a picture that he had the archive make for
him. It shows the bases of CEE 399, 572 (Frazier's test dbullets),
and 853 (the bullet that vnagssed throuch a goat)., 399 and 853 are
hoth flattened along the sides, but the ones in 572 are round.
iceording to Roffman 853 weighs 158,8 grains and lost no lead
in fragments (this seems evident even from the picture of its
base)., The base of %99 mmem is slichtly more mashed than the
others snd shows a spot might have lost a fragment, although I
don't see how a fragment can have gone from that spot.

The pieture is listed as Record Group o, 220; mrxkixx® that is
what ig stamped on the back by the archives.

Roffman is writing a book. 1The format, I think, will be
something like Thompson's, with text and pictures. The subject
matter is like ‘‘hompson's too, only material related to the events
on the I'laza. xExhEx He has asked me to read and criticise when
it ig ready, snd I will. He also wants me to lirne up others to
do the same. I suggested you, sylvia lieapgher, and uwary Schoener.
I t0ld him to take hig pick and I would try ti line up whom he
wants. 1 suscested sylvia as fTirst choice, hecause she is less
busy then you.

He had spo¥en with Jones Harris some time ago, and Harris
t01d Roffman to let him take a look at it when he was finshed and
ready to show it. He asked me for Harrisg' address, but I do not
have it. If you have it, nlease senf it to me, so that I can
gend it to Roffman. I to0ld Roffman that Harris is not his best
het for the kind of material that he is handling, but he may want
to show it to Harris in any case. -

Roffman knows the material well, but he treats it poorly.

I would subscribe to very little of what he says, and would hate
to have nmy name associated with it, but I think he is honest and
earnest, and want to do what 1 can.

The worst of what he is doing is havéng all the shots cone
from behind JFK-- even the one that cast him backward. His main
problem is that he has not previously shared his work and has been
worlzing in a vacuun, free of criticism.

I must stop now,.

Iy thesis is going dreadfully, but I think I will finishe it
this sunner. The worst of it is that even if it is good it will
e worthless-- of use to no one and dealing with the most inconse-
quential of tovies., In short, I hate it. TYou may remember a
nshvehological study in whieh Group 1 was naid hiesh wages to continu-
ally move a pile of bheick between two svots while Group ° was daid
low wages to build a briek wall in a useful vlace. Group 1 crapped
out fast and aquits; Group 2 built a wall, Vell, this summer I am
Mr, Group 1, moving that o0ld nile of bricks hack and forth for all
the filthy lucre it can get me. Iy latest discovery is that the
pike that =mxmxmEmgki were cought between the two bridees on the
Tibur Riverwgre much tastier than the pike cought elgsewhere on the
Tibur. Doesn't that make you want to bait up your hook and fly
off to Rome? 4And hell, when you are dealing with antiquities,
you don't even get to taste the fish-- just read about how good they
taste.



I have been tasting bass, though, from the lakes around
here., Yum, yum; very good. I get out toward evening once or
twice a week for a couple of hours at a time and empty all the
rood spots. ZLast Sunday I got seven, four of which were over
three pounds each, and deeeeeeeliiiiiishuuunuussss.

The pike ere good, too, but not nearly as good as the pike
hetween the two bridres on the Tibur.

It's fishing that helps me keep my sanity in the face of
Tibur pike and (dig this For pedantry) Portunianuses who are
really Tostumianuses. I bet you don't even Imow what & Tostumi-
anus is, or even whether a Postumianus is a "what" or a Twho' .
Tuecky you.

Still,
Yic

Bernabei
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