9/8/69

Dear Dick,

Those things you say in your letter of 9/2 about the comments in
mine on the cartridge cases sre undoubtedly true. If I 4id not misspeak mys=1f and
do not recsll what I wrote incorrectly, it was my point not that I have proved
gomething but that s resl experit should study what I think I saw, These are consistent
@i fferences that may or may not be from different -ressures. It is my tellef they
can be from wear on the rifle between the times of firings.

Tast niqht I w@e in $own and locke for a cleening rod. There was en
nvervriced cne for a 22 snd an nversized one I felt I could afford. + new not made
a speciel 4rip to t.e zu shop becsuse taey'll hevs only exnensive, aew stuff,

So, L heven't forgotten. I'll mrke one from s costhonger when I csn take
time tc dig u; my hesvy pliers.

tn the other tailngs in your letisr, tuwnks,

Jokhs has sent Paul thus Frazisr testimony nnd Psul will mske covpies
baceuse ha can do it for less. Read it car-fully.

In eote,

~8roja Veisterg

o0 Nichols, <cacener



Harol

1

have vour recent letters™to Ficholg ond ~rchives recarding
your recent trip and the cartridge cases.

I nust clear gome misconceptions lest you waste time on things
thet camnot bear fruit.

Disregard differences in the microscopic markings on the vprimers.
Differences always occur, and never have any significance as long as
the gimilarities are sufficient to establish positive identification.
The reason is that there are many factors that inTluence the character
0¥ such marks-- the ridges on the bolt face are but one of those
facors. =mong the rest are included guch things as the hardness of
the primer (which may vary from primer to primer), the amount of
head-space at the time of firing (this often varies firom shot to shot
in 0ld rifles), accidental marks that occur on the primers bvefore
firing, and many other factors which make it absolutely cettain that
cartridee cases fired in the same Pifle always show differences. It
i® for this reason that many firearms examiners do not prepare visible
exhibits for courtroom presentation, tut rely on their expert cualific-
ations. Lawyers sometimes usge such differences (which are always
visible in comparison photos) to confuse the jury and discredit the
exvert,

On the hasis of my observation of my own ~hotos and those in
the hearings, I am sure that all the cases were fired in rifle C2766.
£nd »nrobably that they were all fired under the some pressure.

There is no way of telling vhen they were fired, or in what sequenc’
they vere fired.

The location of the firing pin at the side of the Tiring pin hole
in the bolt face is not gignificant either. The firing »in of the
1I-C rifle is cylindrical and (as far as I can tell fron cut-away
drawing) free-floating, so it can be espected to rotate sliehtly
from shot to shot. Thus in two cases fired in the same i.-C rifle,
yvou might see the marlis in the Tiring pin impression lining up in

S

one way, a2nd the narks on the rest of the »riner (marks caused by the
\ . e . \
bolt face) lining up in another way.

Yhat confuses me is the presence of numerous marks on the brass
ovortion of the bases of the three evidence cases and no corresponding
narks on the brass of the tvo test cases. Certainty about these
matters is not possible without direct observation of the cases under
a microscope, and perhaps what occurs is not abnormal. There is
a possibility that the evidence cases are reloads, but I tend to
discount it for reasons whieh I explained in a vprevious letter. It
misht be possible to determine this with & microscopic examination,
but mere pictures will not do. If I see them again at the srchives
I might be able to tell with just an eyeball examination. In any
case 1 tend to think it unlilely.

A11 4hat ig certain so Tar is that Frazier misidentified the vnarts
of nis exhihits. Accusatiorn of more than that in court micsht be
emharrassing.

o word from Dempsey vet.

S5till,
?‘) Al

}».(g&;&\gl) Bernabei
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