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16 Dec 69 -- KX ¥ .M.
Harold:

I write this cuickly in response to your remarks re Roffman's
tem paper. I had not yet read it when I wrdte the enclosed letter
to R, but by now have read about half and can respond with know-
legge regarding some of the things you say. By the way, I read
your letter after reading the half of R's paper, and had already
formed the basis of my opinions about it.

liy thoughts were nuch the same as yours, and I had already
anticipated writing my comments to him. I won't discuss it here,
gince you'll get a copy of what I send him.

I have had similar material from him and have IRXEXARWEX
borne down hard on him on several occasions previously, so he is
used to it from me. He has learned to take it without recrimina-
tion or insult (and to dish it out), at least from me. I think
I understand him well, and can mend his errant ways in a way bene-
ficial to him.

Part of his problem is inexperience, failure to know what
is expected of one who publishe& research. The rest is somewhat
more invideous, but it's a fault that many of us have, and his
youthful innocence lifts some of the burden from him,

Although he does not acknowledge it, I am pretty sure that
he is hungry for feme, has visions of himself has the straw that
breaks the camel's back, snd wants publicly to be recognized as
such., His fault is that he has not properly evaluated the signifi-
cance of the ton of bricks that is already weighing the camel
down. That can be corrected. He has something of a messianic
complex that has to be tempered by notions of fair play. I don't
consider anything in him incorregibly detrimental, but we ought
to acknowledge his shortcomings. The messianic notions are the
most important aspect. It's easier for me to work with him because
because I do not feel I have to vrotect my work as literary
property, but I can imagine the difficulty for others.

Anyway, sit tight until you here from me again about this.
I'm glad that you wrote and told me how you felt. Ly thoughts
are different in some regards, but basically we have the same
view.

Still,

)}7{(/1/
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16 Des 1969
Howard Roffaan
Philadelphia

Dear Howard:

I'11 ocomment on your term paper vhan I have time to read it
carefully-- probably within the next day or two, since I am anxious
to ;et to xk it. This letter refers to matters discussed in your
recent correspondernce,

Effeot of varminti bullets: Thanks for the Gonsumer Report
referencej LTll have a 100k at it. You will find more about these
bullets in books on hunting than in books on foru.nsie pathology,
g0 if you want imfmexmmikkmx published information, go to the hunting
books. iullets of this type rarely figure in orimes, anc books on
forensic pathology are likely to give them ocursory treatment or not
treat them at all,

I doubt, too, vhether your pathologist can help you as much in
this matter as an experiencedd varmint hunter., Again the resson is
that these bullets don't play muoch of a role in crime, and they unre
not responsible for nmany acoldents either, irathologist have exper-
ience mostly with kwmkxwm handgun and shotgun wounds, less often
with rifle wounds, and rarely with wounds cased by varminters.,

It isn't that the varmint rifles and ammo themselves are rare, but
rother that those vho use them tend generally to bhe better shots

and more careful with firesrms than ordinary hunters. They are

far more likely to be devoted to shooting sports than the guys who
Just pop st rebbits now nand then. Lioreover, the varminting caliters
hove speoial applications that are detrimental to more usual types
of hunting.

Ammo for deer rifles: The term "deer rifle" covers a lot of
ground, so 1 can't properly enswer your ;uestion: What king of ammo
loes & deer rifle take? Xk e xhexteniiy (X pREXREXERBRX AN

o« 1f a gun ie chambered for a particulur caliber, it can
fire any bullet whioh corresponds to its bore size, regardless whot
ty.e of bullet it is. The moat ocommon types sre these:

1) unjacketed lead alloy: generally used in low veloocity
calidbers, such as those for revolvers, .22 rimfire firesrns,
and low caliber rifles.

2) T"mushrooming" bullets, Jacketed except at the tip xkmimx
where lead core is exposed: this type is norual for deer
hunting. Veloolty normally is upward of 2000 fps. The
Jacket is designed so that when it passes through flesh
it will peel bveok somewhat like & banana as the lead core
Tlattens ond enlar-es at the tip, Depending on the velooity,
bullets suoh as tiiese may break up henthey strike bone,
but the pieces fener lly are larse, Some are made with

& hollow points for more rapid expansion.

3) frangible bullets: construction is similar to that of
aushrooning bullets; 1.8., hollow point or lesd core exposged
at the tip. Copper Jacket normelly is thinner than for mushe
rooming bullets, for it is intended that these bullets not
musk nushroom, but burst-- ux usually they will burst on
contact merely with flesh. Such bullets may nerely mushroon
ig they strike tur-ets at exoceedingly long distance after
their initizl veloelty has becn redused. .uzzle velooity

is very hich, <lthouch on-tar; et velooity (dcpending on

the dligtance) aay be low.



4) oilitary bullets: these sre like 399: covered by a Jaoket
all around exoept =t the base. The jacket fener»lly is thioker
than for Wumkt nushrooming bullets, and the lead alloy harder,
These nay move at high or low velooity, depvending on the
c¢aliber (the fastest ie the 5.6mm bullet now used in the M-1l§
rifle in Vietnam. The 5.6mnm is the military ecuivalent of
the 223 Winchester, a very popular varminting ca'iver., The
only difference betwecn the two is the bullet designe- the
2323 carries a frangible bullet., The cartridges are inter-
changeable in uilitary and hunting rifles; they are absolutely
the same .xcept for bullet design). Wilitary bullets ure
deslgned not to expand ot break up on flesh or bone. These
bullets are required for use by military forcees in accordance
with internetional sgrecments concerning warfare.

“his brief outline doeant explain :ven s suall piece of what there
is to be known about bullet design, so use it cautiously. There sre
mnany, nany variables thet affeot bullet nerfornance.,

write to Winohestersiiestern snd find out whether you can still et
their Ammunition Handbook. It used@ to be published by rooket Books,
90 you might get 1% from itnhem. 1t is an exoellent introduotion to
t) the subjeot of ammunitions of all types. If you can't get it,
1811 loan you ny copy-- 1 nay seud it anyway, but in the nean time
try to et it for yourself,

Houtg! "Where Death Delirhts": \ateh out for Helpern as you watch
out Tor Vecht, Hobody has Detier understanding of FPorensie pathology,
but he does not have full underatsnding of this partioular case. That
a detriment, for liouts often aske him the wrong cuestions or does not
glve hia all info bearing on an issue,

1 believe Argosy d1d un article by (or about) Helpern and hisg
views of the JFK case., I have it somewhere, and will send if you
recGuest it., .laybe it was True-- I can't remember for sure,

Houts did sn excellent book on forensie pathology for luvwyers.

I forget the name of it, Hunt it out if you can, &nd read it, for it
has neny things that will interest you., iIf 1 have tinme soon, 1'11
et a speocific reference for you. If you don't find it in a general
librery, try a law library. irobaby listed under "eriainal inveutis-
astion” ,

Autopsy radiologist: Thanks for Ebersole's nane, Funeral parlor
people wouf§ te o ¢ood Yet for info, but 1 strongly doubt whether they
would say an;thing even if conpelled in coubtee professional ethics
sort of thing.

Iraveling fragments: I vould not encoura¢e you to go Tar with
your notion igaf %rapment ml- ht have gone far irom the reck area,
lesst of =11 that it was cerried by veins. Hemember thot JFK's

heart effectively stopved beating nfter he was shot, nd I doubt
vhether his veins were cven moving mueh blood,

Arm in DaleTex window: I would not be too soncerned sbout finding
o body to go with the arn. The arn uppezsrs to be that of a negro soj
thet in shadow the person mi-ht not reflect eroueh lisht to be '
disecernible in Altrers 3. |
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Man on fire excape--Dal-Tex: rrobably a Dal-Tex employee, no?
Climbed out & window onto Tlre esocape.,

Harold reminfed me that the inportance of these reaple in
Dal-Tex is that they were close witnesses.

I'1ll write more later.

Thanks for oredit in your term paper. I gush at 1ts extravae
€anoce, but I confess it makes me proud.

gtil1,

e

ce, Vielsberg



