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Student s Story of Southern Vlolence

Bat:on Rouge, La. . .

+ An all-black, unoff1c1a1
committee of inquiry was
told yesterday that the
November 16 violence
that left two students dead
at  Southern University
started when a state po-
hceman tossed a tear gas
canister into a crowd of
blacks sitting outside the
administration building.

“The first that I noticed,
the state police came closer
to’ the sdministration build-
ing, and they were sevento
five feet from the first of the
students that were sitting
down,” a black student told
the panel. The student, Her-
schrell Harrls, said he was
outside the administration
. ‘building -during the confron—
tation.

“One of the state police of-
ficers took a tear gas canis-
tet and he lobbed it under-
i -hahd into the crowd of
brothers that was sitting
thére. I grabbed it and I
flung it out away from the
' students »

PANEL
‘ W1th1n seconds, Harris
~told the panel, the choking
+ gas had scattered the stu-
dents.

Harris delivered his ac-

: count as the Black People’s
Cm'umlttee of Inquiry heard

 Mounties Get
Their Man Again

, Salmon Arm, B.C.
Nalszlo Nagy,. on theRoy-~

al Canadian Mounted Police

list of eight most wanted:
men in Canada for escaping

two years ago from Matsqui
Prison near Vancouver, has
been recaptured here.

When Nagy escaped, he

had served three years ofa.
. seven-year.

sentence " for

theft fromh a British Colum-

bia government Tiquor store. .
' Associated Press

witnesses for the second
day. The committee has no
legal authority. :

Harris’ account of the ini-
tial clash conflicted with evi-
dence Governor Edwin Ed-
wards - and - other high-
ranking officials say they
have. Edwards has said
films show the first tear gas
came from the students.

Across town, the president

of Southern University, G.
* Leon Netterville, testified in

private before a biracial in-

- vestigating commlttee set
up by Louisiana Attorney

General William Guste

Netterville has been invit-
ed to testify before the all-
black committee, but lead-
ers said they had received
no reply.

, FORCE
" Guste's grand jury-style
investigation, the. only

state-sponsored inquiry with

- any legal force, was also

meeting for the second day.
“Focal point for the investi-

~ gations is the half-hour-long

clash which climaxed three
weeks of student protests at
the nation’s 1argest black

) umvemty

Denver A Snnth, 20, of
New Roads, La., and Leon-
ard Douglas Brown, 20, of
Gilbert, La., died of head
wounds after they were hit
by buckshot during the con-
frontation. o

Harris, in testifying before
the black committee, identi-
fied himself as a leader of
Students United, the group
behind the demandS\ for
more of a voice in the ad-
ministration of the school
and for Netterville’s ouster.

" ACCOUNTS

Another Students United
leader, Nathan Howard, de-
livered testimony whlch

likewise conflicted with offi-

cial accounts.

Howard told the black
panel the students had gath-
ered inside the administratn
building to confer with Net-
terville, and were in the
president’s office at Netter-
ville’s invitation.

Netterville has said the
students forcibly took con-
trol of his office. :

‘Both Harris and Howard
denied the students had tak-
en over the building, and
disputed official reports that
officers had warned the stu-
dents to leave the ared be-
fore exploding the tear gas. °

“Did you ever hear anor~
der to disperse or vacate thé'
biflding,”  Howard was’
asked at one point.

“Nothing at all,” was his
reply. ‘
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