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Sorry to ve so tardy reaponding to your 12/31, ebich came promptly. It is a comh
bination of the phlebitis slowing me down, a trip I had to make and matters I could not
postpone. Since the short but rather intense trip I find myself not coming back as
fast aa in the past and am pretty tired by suppertime. Or, right now, after eating,

I am in the awkward position of wanting to be informed and not being able to imik
take tim: for responses....Thanks for what you sald about PM. ...0n editing, when I
can't get gny kind of help eicept occasional tramnscortation when I shouldn't drive, no
chance, I' & besn trying intermitently for eight years. Two commercial editing jobs
were not helpful tc thore booka. There 1s slso the utter impossibility of wy wife doing
any more. The impossible is that and worrying about it does no more than gonerate
frustrations. 1f thers can be courercial iuterest in a book, that is different, The
publisher supplies it. But my iimediate problem is getting time to do any writing at
all, S0, vhile it i true that the wiiting tends to assume a certain amount of know=
ledge on the part of the reader, a large mail is singularly without complaint about it.
Were such a book published co mercilally there would be a ditfferent reactions. Particu~
larly from reviewers.

Albas: Uarrison's oifice saw him, I know no more and expect more despite
Garrison's belief that with federal cars parked in his place he had en the in.

I agree ithat if true Alua's statement that he helped affix rivets to the aling
would be important. However, I don't see any reason why Oswald would have taken a
rifle all that far when he could pave rivstted at now with virtually no expense and
with rivets Alba could have given him. I also find it hard to heliewe he would not have
told thds to the FII snd more, desparate as they were for any confirmation of Marina in
particular, why the FEI would not have reportad it. No such documents and I've gone
over them all, iucluding «hat had been withheld that I forced out and gave to another,
on the coupon and the fingerprinting of the magazines. My ispression is that the FBI
wanted nothing from Albe it could avoid and avoided much of what he zay have said, But
not this, They needsd it too much.

Anyone who worked for Reily and didn't switch to the NASA plants had rocks in
his head. The difference in pat scale alone was enormous...long ago I reac Alba's
testimony and I can't now. Bat of there are sursestion you would like mm %o have on
file for when I can do it again, at that writing time, pleasec sand them....On Aynes—
worth and the wedia, agreed. And I'll tale Hudkins' wcrd over his any dsy. Golz is a
good reporter with not good judgegpent. If it makes a story he has no further concermfe..
Oswald's receipt of envelopes from the FBI could account for his hanging ercund in
Alka's garage, but why run this ripk when Oswpld had a posta; box accross the street?
That "the driver of the vehicle would neces-arily have hal his back to M¥r. Alba" is
true only if he were carmless end didn't lock. They it would have been his rights side
until he turned to the driver's window....If you want me to go over what you do not
say at the end of #12, I'1l do it. But I do not belisve it likely than any foderal
agent would have shared his suspicions with anyone, least of all one sure to be called
as a wtiness...isgume that Osweld, like most young men, had some interest in weapons.
In itself this mecans nothing. Assume he was goofing off st Alba's, What else could they
talk about?... I don't pretend to know the answers avé I can't prove any of this is
wrong. I'm trying to thiank with you and to provide some devil's advocacye...0n Aynes—
worth, why not do some rethinldng bassd oo two assumpticns: he likes money and he had
a federal connection of his own, Theorize on the latter and believe the former. Bud-
king was the least of his competitors. Lonnio worked for a Houston paper, not Dallas.
When Ajmesworth moved to Houeton, for Howsweei, Lonnie had isft. Aynesworth had two
Cadiklacs, not par for reportsra. A dejendable reporter from Houstdn is my source.

There is sowething you might censider about f.lse or cover stories: they are mmx
more easlily remember if they are connectad with a reality that can stey in the mind.
Would it do any zood to vevien some of your observations with this in wind? Would it
suggest anything to you? Do jou think the federals, whether or not only the FBI, used
Alba's garage without some mscurity, including a cheek on him? When a car eould be
wired for a bomb in seconds, the explogive and two spring clips? Or a heat-sensitive
one rigged to the exhaust pipe? Muffler?...Many questions . consider without visible
answers does not meke it easier but there are missing answers and there is no confirme



ation ol waleh L Know, une ol tie Kays to analysis and understauding is there was &
disinvestigation rather than an investigation. This doas not make it easier...How—
ever 1t is wy recollection that the FEI-wzs avoiding something with Alba. Haybe what I
can't roeall clearly had to do with magazines, I remember the story of the talk of buy-
ing a rifle, not including a pistol...Dea't know if I'va been holpful and can't take
tize to co-raect.Even typlag net eaky. vava to ait with 1egs up. To do this I had to do
what is forbidden, ussk tools. I made 2 pedeatal t'writer taula what while not too
steady permite straddling much less cu-fonfortebly. But with a foun pad sven the heela
get to burting. But I'm trying to do 1t by the book, by und large, and except for -
_rare occasions obey the injwictions. But ths loge now say "guit." So, again thanks for
your good wishes eud a fine yeor to you. Sincerely [ re

1/20/76 -ﬁd_rgré:n o lan MacFerlane. Alba and Aynesworta gtatements in their files. -



IN THE MATTER of the assassination
of Pregident John F Kennedy

- and -

IN THE MATIER of the rumor that Lee
Harvey Oswald was an FBI informer in
Dallas, Texas, with the assigned .
number of S=172 or 5-179 at the -time
of the assassination.

I, Ian Colin Archibald MacFarlane, of 59 Talbot Crescent, EKooyong,
in the State of Victoria, Australia, make oath and say as follows:

I have spent several years researching the subject of the
agsassination of President Kennedy, I am the suthor of a number
of newspaper articles, a booklet and & book, which examine the
matter, =

In November, 1975, I made a tour of the United States, during
which I spent six days in Dallas, Texas.

In conversations with iMr Earl Golz, a reporter for the Dallas
lorning News, I discussed some of {he instances of apparent

links between Lee Harvey Oswald and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. In particular, I referred to the rumor that was
brought to the attention of the Warren Commisslon by Texas
officials that alleged that Oswald was on the FBI payroll -
perhaps as an informer - at the time of the assassination, in
Dallas, and that he had been sllocated a number for his activities
- namely S-172 or 8-179. ’ =

My Golz informed me that, contrary to my previous understanding,
the author of this rumor was Mr Hugh Aynesworth of the Dallas
Times Herald, and not Mr Alonzo Hudkins III, a former reporter
for the Houston FPost. Golz stated that Hudkins had beenm
pestering Aynesworth for leads ebout links that may have existed
between the FBI and Lee Haervey Oswald, and that in desperation _
Aynesworth had made up & story to rid himself of Hudkins' &
attention, Golz encouraged me to telephone Aynesworth for :
verification of these events.

I was anxious to make this call, since I wes familier with Ur
Aynesworth's consgiderable writings about the assassination over

the years, I felt sure that if the story was true, he would have
found a way to clear up the rumor long ago - especially since it c 3
apparently caused confusion and embaressment for the Warren N i
Commission, On November 26, 1975, at approximately 10.30 am, I Be
spoke with Mr Hugh Aynesworth by telephone at the Dallas Times
Herald. He confirmed what Golz had told me. Referring to

Hudkins, he said: "He was & competitor, and kept calling me all

the time", He added that in order to get Hudkins "off my back",

he had relayed some jotitings off his notepad. These jottings
included the numbers 5-172 and S-179, which apparently had no :
relevance whatsoever to either Oswalé or the FBI, It was this .
information, Mr Aynesworth stated, that formed the basis of
Hudkins' articles in the Houston Post. i P

I asked Aynesworth why he had not made this information known
previously, since the rumor still persists today. Despite the
efforts of the Warren Commission to dispell it, the rumor is

still being quoted to suggest links between the FBI and Oswald.

Mr Aynesworth replied that he had been unaware of the seriousness

of the issue until he had seen some "declassified documents" from

the files of the VWarren Commission. He asgserted, however, that

Mr Mark Lane - & critic of the findings of the Warren Commission - [
had been familiar with the true seqguence of events for some years, : i

but continued to use the rumor anyway to suit his. own ends, 'h
SWORN at Melbourne in the ) g
State of Victoria this 22al) A _

day of JDeeemlaer 1975

Before me: M:)

#A Commissionsr for taking doclarations
aod effidavits under the Evidence dcf 1958




