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ATUOLCSIOAY, EMAMINVATION RE2ORT A63-272 Paze

INICAL SUIRAIRY: According to available Imformation i
. deceased, Presidont Joha 7. Kemacdy,
ag Tidiaz in an open car in & motorcade during anm official visitc to Dallaa, Temac

24 vovembaw 19G2. Tha Prosidont waa sicting im tha xight weas ceal wilth Mra,
nnedy ceated oa the cama seat to his loft. Sitting directly im fxoant of tha
ccidens was Covermor Joha 3. Connolly of Texas and directly ia front of Urs. Ke:

= Mrs. Conmolly. Tac vehicle was moving at a slow rata of epacd dowa én {meldims

Mia e

o an underpass that leads to a freeway route to the Dallas Trade Mars whozmetils
sar was ©o delivey an addicde. ’

et r

[ L
P
-

Three shots ware heard and the 2resic
11 Zforward bleading Srom the head. (Governor Conuolly was sexiously wounded by
ce punfize.) According to newspaper reporta ("Wachington Post™ November 23, 1%
b, Jaclksca, a Dallas “Times Herald"Photographer, said ho locked around ac. ha hoa
he shows and saw a rifle barrel disappearing into a window ca &n uppor flooxr of &l

carby Texas School Book Depesitory Dullding,

Shortly following tho wounding of th

on tha car was driven to Parkland Hospital in Dallas. Ia the emergency rooa of |
yospital the President was atteaded by Dr. Malcolm Porry. Tolapheaa communicatio
. Porry on Novcmber 23, 1963 devalops the following informatiom ralativa to tha
| o-varions made by Dr. Perry and procedures performed theze prior to death,

Dr. Parry noted tha masaive wound of
cad and & second much smaller wound of the low anterior meck in approximately th
1dline. A trachecostomy was performed by extending tho lattor wound., AL this po
loody air was noted bubbling from the wound aod aa iajury to tha right lateral v

2 ghe trachea was observed. Incisions were mada ia tha uppex actarior c¢hast wal

{laterally to combat poasible subcutaneous emphycema, Iatravonous {nfusioao of
zdia

Lo galine were begun and oxygen wad administered. Dospife thoca moaguwras cas
rrest occurted and closed chest cardiac massage £ailed to vo-ostablish cardiac &

o Prosideat was pronounced dead approximately thirty teo forty minutes after rec
A

The remains wara transportoed via tha
D.C. and subseguently to the Naval Medical Sche

asidential plade to Washingtom,
land for postmortcam exsminstion.

&
ational Waval Medical Center, Bethosda, Mary

SCHIRAL DESCRIPTION OF LODY: The body 1z that of a muscular, wall
' developed and wall mourished adult <
i iaches and weighing approximataly 170 puunda, Thare 1o baglns
s, minimal dependent liver mortis of the dowveum, eund early algor mortl
digh browa and abundant, tha eyes ara blua, the right pupil maasuring
There is edema and ccchywmosis of tho immer canthud i
tely 1.5 <m. ia greatest dismozor. 7There -
vital ridge with abacsmal mobLlli

will be deocribed WALH the &

"

{ameces, tha laft 4 =.
ha left cyelid measuring approxima
lad ccchymoais &iffusely over tha right supra=ox
va underlying bonc. ¢ (Tha remainder of the sealp
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| PATTCLOCTICAL ENATINATION REPOY A""~272 a Tree 3
':‘Ec-:c iz cl;:.:'_:a:'. blocd on tha external ears Lt othexwisa tha oi¥3, maras, <nd mowil
.‘.-:;‘cs:c:::‘.'a....:' raremarkable, Tha teeth ars “a excelleat wepaiy ~wd thezxe ia scma
paller of the ¢ -1 mucous membrane, . : )

i ] ) ; "uated on the uppes i € posterior
| shorax fust above *7 i upper boawer of tha 6. da there 4z a 7 = 4  1limater eval
cwouzd,  This woun - measured to be 14 om, a the tip of tha v acroaloa preca
Ea:c'. 14 cm. below tip of the right/masto’ f0casd. .

’ o .

L '.«’37’7’(5"(‘(’ ‘~d {n the low A= acl AT ap=

| promimately the level of the third and fourth ERACUSGa WaABSH am v dow ke QORG SEaad

jverse, wournd with widely gaping irregular edges. (Tha depth and charactes of thase

§ 3

wounds wil ba further described below.)

Situated oa the anterior cheat wall in th
innle lice are bilateral 2 cm, lomg recent transverca aurgical incloioas into tha
Leusapeous cicsue. The one on tha left Lo situated 11 <=, caphalad to the nipple
d the oune on the right 3 cm. cephalad to tha mipple. TacTe is wo hezorzhagza oF
cehymosis associated with tuese wounds. A similaz clean wound moaguxiag 2 <. in
agth ic situated om the antero-lateral aspect of tha loft mid arm. Sicuated oa T

ero~lateral aspect of each anmkle is a roceat 2 cm. Lransvarca incision Lato tha-

rut
vbeoutancous tissuo,
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Thera iz an old wall healed 8 em. McDuiag]
zbdeminal incision. Over the lumbar apina {n the midlina is an old, wall hoaled

15 cm. scar. Situated on the upper antere-jateral agpect of the zight thigh is &a
lolg, well healed 8 ca. scar.

.
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{‘:{SSILE WOUNDS: 1. Thore is a large irvegular defact of
| . the ocalp and skull oo the wight imvelvimy
chicfly the parietal bome but extending comewhat into the temporal and occipital
‘regions, Ia this wegiloa there 1s am actual absenca of scalp and bena producing a?
defect which measures approximately 13 cm. in greateat disnates,

1

% ' From the irrogular margiss of tha above
‘scalp defect tears extend in stellate faghion info tha =moxe o= legsa iazact ecalp

as follows:

|
| a. Drom the right inferior temporo-parietal margin satericr to the wight ear &0
a poimnt slightly above the CLTagus. i .

| 5. ‘Troa the anterior pavietal margin antariorly on the forchead To approninateld;
4 em. odove the right ovbital ridgoe. ' :

-
.

i ; .
c. Prom the left margic of the wmain daefact across the wmidliina m:c:o-l.a_.tc:ally ‘
Zor o distaace of approximately 8 cm. : = : 3 3

3. Fvom the same starting poisnt 4 ¢. 10 cas postero=latarallye: O
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sosterior scalp approximately 2.5 em, laterally to the wight and
ove the cxternal ocecipital protuberaance is a lacerated wound weaswwic
Tn the uaderlying bonme 18 a corresponding wound through the skull wt

aveling of the margine of the boma whea vioved £roam tha ionaes aapack <
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Clearly visibla in the above deaczib¢

e d exudinz from it 18 lacerated. btafn tissue which om closa
ves To wepresant the wajor porticm of tha right carebral hemilaphaz
2z 45 noted that the fulx cerebri is extensively lacerated with di

a
of the superior sasgital sinus.
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Upon reflecting the gcalp multcipla «
fracture lines are secu to radiate from both the larga defect af the vertax and
smoller wound at the occiput. These vary greatly im leagth and direction, tha |
moosuring approwimately 19 cme. Thesce result in tha production of mumexcua fxaz
wiaich vary ia size f{rom a fow millimecers £o 10 cm. in greatest diamoibor,

The complexity of these fractures am
fracments thus produccd tax sacisfactory verbal déscriptiom and are betar applo

in photegraphs and TOIRTZeROZTIMS which are prepared.

The brais is removed and preserved £
further study following formalin fixation. i

[

Received as separate specimens froa
‘rapments of skull bone which in aggregate roughly approximate

are]
el

Roentgenograms of
cull revaal multiple minute mecallic fragments along a lina corresponding witk
Joining thé above described small occipital wound and tho right supra-orbital =
rom the surface of che disrupted right cerebral cortex two small irvegularly 4
frasments of metal are recovered, These measure 7 X 2 gm. and 3 = 1 ma. Thesd
coed in the custody of Agents Francix X. O'Neill, Jr. and Jamoa W. Siborp, @
ral Burccu of Imvestigatiom, who execute 3

Tauas are three &

- dimansions of the lzrge defect Jdescribed above. At one aagle of the largest of
% fregments is a portica - the perimeter of & roughly cizcular wound presumably
i) anit which exhidbits beveling v the outer aspect of the bome and 1o estimated T
L meacure approximately 2.5 to 3.0 cn. in diameter. BRocatgzonograms of this frage
i_

waveal minute parcicles of metal in the bome at this margia.

d a receipt tharafor (astachod) .

2. The second wound presumably of ¢
={bed above in the upper right posterior thorax. Benaath the skin
s of subcutancous tissue and musculatura. The micdle path through
2 and musculature canuot be casily probed. Tha wound presumably of exdt v
«hiaz described by Dr. Malcolm Perry of Dallas in tha low ancerior carvical g
{Ten observed by Dr. Peryy the wound measured “a fow millizetors in diameter™,
cver it was extended as 2 eracheostomy incision and thus its character iz diat
However, there is comsiderabla acchymools of the stz
ind of the fascia about tha trachea 24ja
of reforence in cimad

)
0o
0

L]

a¢ the tize of SutopRsy.
auscles of the rigat side of tha neck
co the lina of the tvacheostomy wound, The third poist
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TATIOLOSICAL MOUMINATION REPORT A63-272 Paze
tiese two wounds is Ia the apex (supra=clavicular portion) of the right pleural

cavity. 1Ia this vegion thewe 1s coatusion of the paric’ .. ploura and of the exsre
al portion of the risht upper lobe of the luaz. In both inatances tha diamaic
tusion aad acchymosis at tha peint of maximal fmvolvemaont mAICUTAD 5 &= , B¢
e viscezal and parietal pleura are iatact overlying thesa areas of trauma.

INCISIOnS: : The scalp wounda ara extended ia the ¢¢
plane to examina tha cranial contenl ao
customaxy (¥) chaped incisciom Lo usad to examinag tha body caviciaea.

MMICRACIC CAVITY: The bony caga is unremarkable. Tha tho
" organs are ia their mormal positions an

lacienships and there Ls no increase in free pleural fluid., Tha above described o
of contusicn in the aplical portioa of the right pleural cavity ia noted.

it a_(GS: ‘ The lungs ara of esseantially similaxr ap
pearance tha right weighing 320 C=., th

laft 220 Gz. The lungs are well aerated with smooth glistening pleural surfacas a
gray-pick color. A 5 cm. diameter area of purplish red discoloration and increaae
firmness to palpation is situated in the apical portiom of the right upper loba,
This correspozds to the similar area described inm tha overlying parietal pleura,
IZacislen ia this regilon reveals recent hemorrhage into pulmonary pareachyma,
LERART: The pericardial cavity 1z smooth walled

) and containg approximately 10 ce. of at:
colored fluid. The heart is of essentially normal external contour and weighs 350
The pulmonary artery is opened in situ and no abnotmalities arae moted. Tha cazdia
chambers contain moderate emounts of postmortam clotted blood. There ara no gross
abnermalities of the leaflete of any of the cardilac valves. Tha following are the
circumfercaces of thae cardiac valves: aortic 7.5 cm., pulmonic 7 cm., tricuspid

12 ecm., mitral 11 aa. The myocardium is f£irm and reddish browa. Thae laft ventria
myocardium averages 1.2 cm. in thickness, the right veatricular myocardim 0.4 .
The covonary artcries are dicsected and are of normal distributicn and smooth walld

e

and elastic throughout.

ABDSHMINAL CAVITY: ' The abdeminal organs ara in thoir nowmal

positions and relationships and thave U
no increase im free peritvoneal fluild, Thervermiform appendixz is surgically absond
2nd thera are a fow adhasions joining the region of tha cecum to the vanizal ab-
Zominal wall &t the above described old abdominal incisional scax.

Asida from the abova deseribod skull wo

SEELETAL SYSTRG
thero aro no significant gwoas skaletal

abnoraslities.

Slack and waita and color photograpic

. depicting significant Iindings axe ool
but not developed. Thesa photographs were placed in tho custedy o 4geat Roy H.
S. Secraet Service, who exacuted a raceipt thowafocwa (astashod).
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SIATSE FLAWIIAAS yLen, o - .
AOLLACINoANIS: : ..oent*mo*raﬂa sva made of Che eatize
: .'.-.-:.’ " .ately :;ubni.t..ad threa
s of shkull bome, Thece ave devele: .- psaced in the cuatcd; of
oy d. Kellerzmun of the U. Se Secr... « e veod, Wao exccuted a Fecaipt tharal

v
=
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SRy Lased on tha above obsexrvatioss it iz

opinion that the deccased died as a =¢
perfovating punshot wounds infilated by hinh veloeity projectilez £irad by
ry - imewm. Tha praojectiles were fired from a poiat behiand aud e
I of tiic docecsuwd., Thz observations and available information
4siactory estimatae as to the sequenca of the two '-rounds

‘ Thae fatal missila entcred tha jr.kull ab
t of the oxtemnal occipital protuberance. A portiom of the projac
cranial cavity ia a posterior-anterior directioa (sce latexal skull

) depositing minute particlea alemg 4ta path, A portiom of tha pre
Jeectil -}..:-: te euxit throush the parietal bona on the right carrying with it
po'*.....c-a..-p;. ce:co rum, shull and scalp., The two wounds of the skull coubiped with
tha Zorce of the missile produted extensive fragmentation of the skull, Iacernr.io
che superior caggltal sinus, and of the right cerebral bemisphare. '

The other missile eatered :ha_;;g,h‘:. zu
horax zbove the scapula and traversed the soft tissues of the supra-izc
cuzra=-clavicular porca.o-m of the base of tha right sida of ..h;. aeck,
produced contusions of thae right apical parietal pleura )
the .«._,..t ‘apper lobe of the lung. Tha missile comtused the sz .'.xp =use
Gt side of the neck, damaged the trachea and wmada its exit t:h::qum. tha
urface of :he neck. as far as can be ascextaimed this l:a:'.sn‘.’.la: fatruck n
wres ia its pn...h through cha body. ;
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In addiciom, it iz oux opialom that b
£ the slhwull produced such e...c"eas:i.vo damago to the brainm as to precluda tha
1ity of the deceased surviving this injury.

A supplementary weport will ba submitt

iled examipation of the brain and of microaconic sacticas. Ho
aucicipated that thesa examinations will watorially altm. tha fizdings.
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Lutherisy s also graated for tho preservation ead stedy of any £ad all tissues which

cushosity shall be limited ozly by the conditions sxpressly stated baolows’

“zoay be romoved. T
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