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5/28/69

Senetor Charles 4eC, Mathiss
United States Cenate
Washington, D.C.

Dear Magc,

Sorry to hear you egain have s lingering health problem, You
are doing the right thing to try snd rest. Besides, tuet glves you » chence
%o eatch up on your resding, Too bed I didn't kunow in time to let you have
three limited editions, on s subject you appsrently fear.

Your positions on the ABM and job corps are 2nod.

I am writing to esk some help if it involves no personsl cost
for you. Som: stories have sppesred in the “emphis papers that did not
arpear elsewhare. They hsve not responded to my requests for copies. There
was a spectacular duplicstion of whet hsprened in Dsllas inmedistely after
“ing was murdered, There were felse radio brosdcaats, The papers printed
}‘eugthi of the trenscripts (they were taped), 4 friend on mine who was in
"emphis a2t the time of the murder (end intevriewed = number of witnesaes—
you should heur the tepss!) first told me ol this. Neither the presecutor
nor the FEI nor the FCC has ever done snything sbout this violstion of lew
end the explenstions do not stack up., One of the tharee limited editions
deals with this murdsr, I an writing en addition for which I want these
trenscripts. But 1f the ibrery of Congress charges vou personelly ror copies
of newspeper stories, do nct get them, The net ef’ect wea to lead the police
in the wrong direction.

There 1s e clemp on 211 of this in the government. Your adminis-
tration hes mede, I think, en enormous blunder in not lesrningz, when it could,
of the eituation in whieh it wee, Instemd of discovering thet 1t wes of?
the hoak, thet Remsey Clark hed dellvered himeslf end removed the cnus of
a five-men Republican mojority on the Werren Commission, it permitted the seme
operating people to persusdec them of the seme mistakes, everyone taking every=
one slese on faith, no one seekinz to learn for himeself what he shoud& believe,
I suppose this is one of the built-in evils snd wesknesses of government, It
is » blunder I think they will regret, for time is running on their own inno-
monce, 1 g8t no responaes to proper requests from the Justice Department, for
exemple. I eslk for eccees to public records end they do not reply et ell., Here
I refer to papers they produced in court, pert of the court record.

I'd like you, when you can, to phone Dr. Rhoeds, Archivist of the
United States, to tell him I have complsined to you or a deliberste slow-dowm
in responding to my recussts for coples of the files, for which I pray. They
are never answered for et least two months. My lest responee, of e few days
ago, deals with some of the unresponded-to requests of lsst yesr, He 1s &
earryover, Yet, when I wrote (in & book) that the Johnson administration sew

to it that this archive was undsrstafred, having but two men who had pree-
existing obligetionso t:e Archivist denied they were short of help.



Appropos of your owmn fine position of finencisl disclosures,
Dr. Russell Fisher and through him our State are egain involved in another of
the esssassinstion scendals, through money compromised, Fishar accepted g
appolntment to a panel Clerk convélked secretly. They wrote s shemeful
"report™ which is but unalloyed propasgends. = perasonally welcome it ‘ecsuse
it unbagged the sacked cats (one of the things 1 hed hoped you'd be interested
in reading). Clark kept it secret for s yasr, then relsssed it under the moet
dubious circumstsnces, entirely misrspresenting it, whet it reslly said end
what be had even esked of the penel, I did an immediate book on it, in =
limited edition only. From 1t I lsarn that the President's wounds were not
et e8ll ss described, end much more, Fisher appasrently whipped the doubiing
lawyers of the Depsrtment of Justice inte line, believe it or not. I csen die=-
close my eource snd informetion o vou only in confidence and in person, if
you ere interested, He slso eppeers to heve sctuelly dominated the panel. If
you heve sny relastionship with him, I encourege you tc ceution, for despite
his well-earned eminence, he is now dengerous, This cannot te long surpreassed
osnd when it is he wil! join Clerk as & self-sppointed gcat.

In connection with this, I nave been told that he is the beneficiary
of considerable Federsl lergeas esnd seeks more, vhich certeinly compromise him,
1 would like to know the deteils of grents to him end the Ynivereity,em
whose medical-school e=taff be im. Can you plesse get this for me? I want to
put it in the appendix to that book.

I'm sorry you ds not want to see whet * hove offersd to ahow you.
I think, ultimstely, yeu will be =sorry tey, for I wil] not, es you know, har-
rags you to do soemthing or chide you for not doing i1t. I think 1t is know=
ladgze you should heve and I went nothing done with eny of 1t, publiely, until
I can arrenge for genersl aveilability of the books. I want to add to them
firat anywaey/ Thers mey be ways ir which this lmowledge can be a peraonal
berefit to you. It reflects on only one Republicasn, snd he is & minor one,
but the raflection on the “emocretic administretion, that is sometiing else.
1£, during your convalescence, you ere here ageoin end chonge your mind, phone
me. I'm almeast alweys home, 1'11 be in 3eltimore the third and Weshington the
13th. Otherwisa, + have no plens for leeving. If the toys are with hou, they
may enjoy it here. The rebbites do no run away, v= have all sorte of birds,
and the fish in the pond come up to be fed. They may be interested in know ng
Ll fed 8 peir of Mallerds during the winter, They hatched 15 young here end
immediately took the dueklings net to tae yd but to the swimming pped. Once
in 1% tha young cculd not get out. I heve soms pictures of this. I finally
hed to rescue them. First, hovever, to keep them drom weterlogging snd drown=—
ing, * had to tesch thom to ride = boet, sort of. I puh bosrds into the pool
end thoy got on them to eat end dry off when %hey hed %o. 1l hsve movies of
this.

Our best regerds to »ll of you. Hope you recover your strength
anon. And thetks for enyihing you cen do.

Sinecerely,

Harold Yeisberg



