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UNITED STATES DEPARTM&NT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION | t

WASHINGTON, D.C." 20335

DY CCURIER SERVICH

Ilonorable J. Lee Raakin ' i ‘
Cenerzl Counsel i
The Presidont's Comndssion 3

220 larylond Avenue, Northeast
Jashington, D, C.
= ‘3

Dear !r. Rankin:

Relerence is nade to ny letter dated
August 11, 18854, concerning a sci- » to sell reproductions
of the late President Johan Fitzgerzid Hennedy's death
certificate.
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Inclosed for your information are itwo. copies of

a self-explanatory communication Irem our o”n Diclo Office i
dated Joeptenber 18, 1,21, rslgting to the abava mztion, ;
|

i

A copy of the cenclosed communication lhias becn :

rade availaoble to the Uaited States Teecret Service in
Washington, D. C., in view of that zgency's possible
interest ia this information.

No further action is lLeing taken in this matier.

Sincerely yours, :
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Ia Rep'y,

Fila Na

Piose Referta

San Diego, California
September 16, 1964

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
JOEN FITZGERALD RENNEDY
NOVEUDER 22, 1963
DALLAS, TEXAS

On Mugust 7, 1964, information was furnished to
a San Diego source that one FRANX (last nome and address
unknown) had advised of one A, SCIFNZIDER (phonetic) (address
uckaovn) who nllegedly posscssed a.stolen death certificcte
made out for the late President JOEN FITZGERALD KLNNEDY.
SCILTIDER reportedly zsited for zssistance in locating a
quality eopying machine and advised of his intention to sell
reproductions of the described death certificate and realize
a substantial profit therefrom,

On August 11, 1954, the original source for this
information identified FRANK 2s idcéntieal with FRANK Mg
CEZRRY, 1623 Santa Anita Drive, San Diego, Califormia,

On September 15, 1964, TFRANK M. CIERRY smdvised
that approximately three months ago ke was contacted by
LZ0N SKYDER, monager of on apartment at 6102 San Pedro
Avgoaue, Sazn Diego. SNYDER relastod ho was in possession of
a Photostat of the death certificate made out for the late
President JOILY FITZGIRALD XENFZDY. SHYDER inquired if
ke, CHZRRY, would assist in making reproductions of such
deata certificate and thereafter promote the sale of
such reproductions. CIHERRY adviscc SNYDER he would "not
touch it with a ten-foot pole," and suggested that SNYDER
givo caraful considerntion to.the matier before tzking
such steps. SNYDIR did not tell CiIRRY the manner by
wi_ch he had obiained possession of such document.

On Septembar 15, 1964, LEON SNYDER admitted

ﬂamumuw»ou of a Photostat of a death certificate for the
late President JOIN FITZGERALD KENNEDY. He advisced he
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JOIN FITZGERALD KENNEDY
NOVEMBER 22, 1563 .
DALLAS, TEX¥AS

recedved it from a friond in Californin whom he did not
wish to identify, This friend, several moaths zgo, had
been on a trip in the East and in either Norih or South
Carolina he had contacted an unidentified scauaintence
who furnished him with one such Photostat., Upoen his
return to California he had given SKYDER a reproduction
of such document,

SNYDER related they had discussed the possibility
of making reproductions of the death certificate with tke
idea of selling them to persons desiring such reprocuctions,
SNYDER consulted his atiorney and wos ndviscd he wos lepzally
on safo nuogunw but that in his opinion it would be in poor
toste. SKYDER's unidentified friend wrote to the suthorities
in Dallas, Texas, to ask 12 reproduetions of the lzte
President JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY's death certificate wers
available to the public. Hs was advised that no reproductions
were bLeing furnished to the public, In view of these focis
SNYDER and his 2riend dismissed further plans for the
contexplated sale of such reproductions,
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