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Dear Harold, )

Jerry has had copies of the tapes that were made during Wecht's
conferences with his own pamel of critics when he was in Wash, to look
at pix and X-rays. In connection with my piece for NEW TIMES, he sent
me dubs that he had a Triend make. They sre not very clear, and usually
only Wecht is intelligible, Hard to tell who is there: Lifton, Gary and
Bob Smith for sure. I think Iesar might be some of the time. As best
:zgitcagftellhzgege wag one meeting (long) in his hedel room the frst

er h irst day of exam, and then one mid-day during the
second day, 1'm pretiy sure Bud is at the second one.anegi§nﬁés'nat
yet listened to the tapes (he was not there) but plans to this weskend.

In general, they reveal how stupid and uninformed Wecht is
and how poorly advised he was. However, there are some things of
particular interest to us, and as for now I have to ask this be
confidential, at least tiii I check with Jerry to find out who sent
him the tapes and under what restrictions.

onference, Wecht is asked where the back

he' rd thoracic? He sayé that it appears
»d thoracic and then goes into this
vhat Weisberg is so uptight about" .= .
2 = pat, that low.down on the back and the bulled
could even have enteéred. ther wnward and still sxited from the neck, -
At a later point he says the bullet could have gone above the first
rib or between the space between iwo ribs, that the picitures aren't
definitive., He also later says that perhaps the 3rd thoracic is too
low a designation "a little low." As I heard all this I loocked at
the sketch he ineluded in that journal piece he did with Smith, Sure
enough, there he locates the wound real close to the meck, above the
first rib. Some honesty!!

e

Tﬁeﬁ,:there is something of interest on the tape apparently
~made during lunch the following day. Here is a rough transcript:

STs - UWECHT: Ijust don't want no fuckin' discussion about amy of
this with Harold Weisberg. Becamse I..,uh,..I don't like to...I got
enough arveas of controversy in my life and I never for one moment
expected that 1 would get involved in controversy within the ranks
of thef people with whom I'ye been working., But if you could--well,
1 think you did see--the letters from Weisberg, and Jerry's got his
own letters and then that letter from Roffman, I think--do you have
the letter from Roffman?
(Response unintelligible)
WECHT: You see, I can do without this, I'm & litile too big
of ‘a boy to receive a letter from a punk kid like that, you know, 18
year old snotty nose kid...
(unintelligible discussion follows for less tham 30 seconds)
Ve Jwﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂt*lfg“jﬁﬂ@?ﬁa?ggggiiugk 'em, Let 'em sit and stew. 4nd
1f they dpnffﬁwﬁﬁt'amithfﬁéi m US TOW.,..now, 1 mezn actually--let
me say this. Substantively I don't feel for one moment that I'm
depriving them of any (unintelligible) but that it's just gomme gall
the shit out of them, cause they®re gonnsas, you know, where d4idéd he get
sucked in...screwed...next 25 years or so. That's my little bit of
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personal pressure, well, I want the two of them to schvitz & little
bit, OK?
- (Someone else begins to speak, Wecht interrupts--)
WECHT: You guys are sworn to secrec if you get inquiries
from Weisberg or uh, OE? Anybody else I-dpn‘t.g4va'a=shit.

There is another discussion later at this Same conference
which unfortunately is too garbled to transcribe, but it again concerns
us, It begins with a sarcastic reference to you by Wecht, to the
effect, "What's he working on now, Whitewash 103%¥ _There is some -

&=  discussion to the effect mo one will g%hlish your books, Then Wecht asks
o o EXyE what is the story with Roffman? What the hell is in his book?
B I He says everybody has been telling him Roffman is the only who knows
' anything about the medical evidence, Sylvia lavishes praise, Jerry :
and Bernabei--what's he got? I think Lifton answers at this point and
Tefers to Tink's review for U. of P. Press, saying that the book
apparently makes a lot of charges but is meticulous and well documentsd
ang has some important stuff on the bullets and framgents, I think _
& comes in;. someone with & deeper voice than Lid :
x says that he
true

what I've pro

y incidently, even in the Pirst dra

lig A
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Watergate tapes II7 I thought you'd be interested in this.

a%#'q,ﬂ,n_ - e Ll - ; /AP UGRULY GU - 15 -
i %s?be;g.lm 8, take Weisberg's material and put it in .
(not true E;ﬁi

€y and 4t ends with Wecht, T-believe, '~ -
73St forget abonta it T T TN

Best,

ngard



