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Dear Paeul,

The night hes been a very short one, yesterday so very long for me.
I hed plenned tp phone you leset night, but once I got home my phone steyed busy
until slmost 1ll. then it muld have been to'much to go through sll 1if it
yet snother time. )

Whet reslly heppened in New Orlesns is right now not really clear,

I have contradictery reporte. I do not know for sure whether Garrison was in-
volved, I feel he et lesst knew. I sm aslso of the feeling it wee neither
right not marranted. Cherlie Vard seems to be Wery much pert of it. 4Apd it

ie esnything but & reflection of what reeslly heppened in "ashington, whers
everything was more our way then enyone not there will ever be sble to be-
lieve. Charlie Werd csl led “ums Bertel in court, on the clerk's phone, in the

midst of things, end kept telling him things while lNume protested he was in
court, in the middle of erguments, etc. But it is clesr thet the call changed
Nume and what he had sgreed to say snd do. If there had not been that cell
there now would be nothing but esn unrepsirable humptydumpty of = VWerren
Eepcrt. We were that close to its totel destruction.

As it denied me sleep, so thie early morning I cznnot beer %o
relive it., I tell you only that the judge was entirely our way, did not rule
sgeinet Gerrison, did take juriediction, did indicete the "contract" was
illegsl, that he would, on & showing of meterielity, sernt the pictures end
Z-reys to New Orlesns, etc, He wes better backgrounded snd prepared than both
oppoeing lewyers end there were meny from the Depertment of Justice, which
was greatly snd obviously worr#dd by the proceeding. I now know why. He ®d
really done his homework, He tried in every wey he coull to lead Nume into
whet he felt the lew recuired. I am in egreement with hies poesition, belleve he
was -very good, fair snd really sought to resch & proper decision. Vhen New
Orlesns mede & shembtles of what could heve been our greatest dsy, sni vhen I
tried three times et lunch recess to spesk to them by phone =nd cculd not, on
returning to court I esked 2nd wes denied the right to be recognized 2s s
*friend of the court® to show that the court nsd been deceived, imposed upon
end misled by the government. The judge ruled I hed no stsnding in his court,
I do net context his ruling. However, I did meke thie record in the trenscript.

I tell you merely this: the specisl report the AG hed mode is not
et @ 1 what it ie reprdsentied as being. Plesse do not c<preed whet it reslly lis
eround, but do tell Yim snd Hel end the Vhites. As soon sa8 I cen clesn up the
mess of the enormity elresdy withdrawn from the files for the trip thet I cen-
celled ss soon ss 1 left the courtro~m snd cory the rether lerpge estack of
documents Gary got I will return to POST MORTEM, How I know how reslly right
I sam, thet it is the most significant book, es Vihce evaluated it. 1 will now
edd what must be, &8s soon as possible.

Briefly, thée is whet 1 glesned from s too-heety secanning ~utside
the courtroom, 1 will heve snd will send coples. Although they say they do,
this pennel (elso lackin: f~rensie quslificetions) does not support either the
report or the autopsy. The goverbment had to be despsrste to pull this one.
They deetroy the eutopsy, meke specific thet I wes right in sayin~ the psth
of the sllegedly nonfetsl bullet was never trasced through the body, resd in the
Z-prpys whet 18 not, to my best recollection, in either the autopsy report or
the Report - lead in the body, froments, in the chest - snd felt they hsd to
itemize whet they were given to study. Theybwere denied ell the Conrelly medtcal
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evidence, Yhen you and @ery get ttr copies I will send, I'd sppreciste any
comments you'd esre to meke, perticulerly on the evidence they did not con-
gider end your concept of ite need and significance. I am going to heve td
find time to meke the amdditions to thet bonk end find some way of getting it
out, where the contents cen be svaileble,

1t probebly never ws: necesssry to elter the hesd i-rsys anyway.
1 doubt thosvof the body have been, from the abov:, However, on the pictures
it is d@ifférent, Thére 1s not = single one of the front non-fatsl wound. This
esnnot be sccident. Mett Herron ies setisfied the two betches of film could
not heve feiled to show no imsge at sll, I will study this part closely
when I gst the copy thet was supposed to have been msiled me lsat night.

What Clsrk hes dene in convoking this junior-grade Warren Commission
is to affirm the existence of en investigation of the JFK sssassinstion, which
hardly affirms the Report, or violste the "contract". Incidently, in my
emergency prepsrations for the hearing, after learning whet the D.J, wes up
to only 11 the night before. 1 did find the proof that the contrect iz il-
legel in ordinery, civilisn lew ss L elready had it for military snd for the
purposes of the regulstions. The judge indicsted he would so rule. He did
refuse to honor the IJ pelading of contractusl privelege.

Pdal, I never, in my sildest optimism, dreemed we would have the
oprortunity we hed yesterdsy, it wes thet close to a total, legel ruin of this
evil Report., It slso 1= 28 though thers wes someone in the courtroom who knew
the precise moment to get in touch with the right person 1n the office in New
Orlesns, for him to contrnl Numa. ¥hset he blew int the morning was go painful
thet Fensterweld wes not going to return to court in the afternoon. He said
he could not bear it. 1 persusded him to. He was reslly very good in 81l of
thise 1t 18 he who leerned of what the IJ had done, phonadme to tell me to
pack Suma end our toothbrushes snd get down there, then got the whole kit
by the time »¢ got there, & little bsefors 11, He got it from the judge! The
judge wee outraged st what the IJ hed done, They never dld give Nums a copy of
their pepers! They promised me : set after lumch, then é1d not have them. In
phonine the press office for & copy on the wey home I lesrned this wes turned
out on &n emergency besis, with the pr staff werking et night to do it, rather
unususl with & yeer to decide. I believe they got wind that the juige wes not
pre~-disposed toward them, #e wos ipressed with the misrepresentetion sna whet
he did not understend. It dic work for them. 1t wauld heve bormerenged hed
Nums, s egreed, put me on, for the press buildup wes great, es was their
ettendsnce, They delivered us the sudience!

Perheps the New Orleens situstion will soon cleer. As of this momnt,
I douht I will return there, I cannot live there snd I csnnot prevent these
things they do from the distence. I will help in sny possible wey, but I must
now return, on sn urgent basis, to the work } had lsid sside to dc this. I heve
alresdy told them I cancot work with them on the currert basis. I begin it
very, very wesry. I will not scon forget yesterdey end whst it could end should
heve been., 1 hsve not been sble even to indicste the possibilities thot in the
existing context were probsbilities. I will imp keep you posted.

Trent Gough phoned we lest night. He elsec tcld me Lemerre had of fered
him e copy of the Z film end told him he had coples of some ~{ the autopsy pixl ‘5;

Sincerely,

Herold Velsterg



