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Dear ™eul,

The night hes teen s very short one, yesterdsy so very long for me.
I hed plonned tp phone you l=st night, but once I got home my phone stayed busy
until almost 11, then it wuld have been to'much to go through sll 1f it
vet snother time,

Vhet really heppened in New Crleens is right now not reslly clesr,
1 have contredictory reports, I do mot know frr sure whether Cerrison wes in-
volved, I feel he st leset Ynew, 1 sm a2lso of the feeling 1t was neither
right not serranted. Charlie ‘erd seoms tc be Wery much pert of it. 4nd it
ie snything but a reflection of what reelly heppened in “eshington, where
everything was more our way then snyone not there will ever be sble to be-
lieve. Chirlie Werd cel led “umas Bertel in court, on the clerk's phone, in the
midet of things, end kept telling him things while Nume protested he was in
court, in the middle of arguments, ete. But it i= cleer thet the eall chenged
Hume and whot he had egreed to sey snd do. If there had not been thet call
Jhere now would bs nothing but en unrepeirsble humptydumpty of e Farren
Eaport. We were that close to 1ts totel destruction.

Ag 1t denied me sleep, so thie esrly morning I cennot beer tn
relive it. I tell you only thet the judge wes entirely our way, did not rule
ogeinst Gerrison, did take jurisdiction, did indicote the "contrect" was
illegsl, thet he would, on s showing of msterislity, sent the pictures snd
X-rays to New Orleens, etc. He wea better bsckgrounded end prepared than both
oproeing lewyers end there were meny from the Department of Tustice, which
was gr-atly and obviously worrédd by the proceeding. I now know why. He ke d
really done his homework. He tried in every wey he coull to lesd Nums into
whet he felt the lew recuired. I em in sgreement with hiz position, believe he
wes very good, falr snd reslly sought to reach » proper decision. Vhen New
Orleene mede & shembles of what could heve been our grestest dsy, sni ~hen I
tried three times et lunch recess to spesk to them by phone =nd could not, on
returning to court I esked end was denled the right to bte recognized o= a
"friend of the court to show thut the court .ed been deceived, imposed upon
end misled by the government, The Judge ruled I hed no stonding in his court.
I do not context his ruling., However, I did make thie record in the trenscript.

I tell you merely this: the special report the AG hed mede is not
st 511 whot 1%t 1is reFrQaentad 68 being. Flesese do not epreed whet it reelly is
eround, but do tell Yim snd Hal end the Thites, As soon =8 I cen cleen up the
mess of the enormity elrsedy withdrewn from the filee for the $rip thet I cen=
celled os soon es I left the courtro-m end cory the rather lerge steck of
documents Gery got I will return to POST MORTLM, How I know how reelly right
I sm, thst it is the most significent book, cs Vihce evalueted it. 1 will now
e8dd what must be, ss soon as poseible.

Briefly, thés is what 1 gleened from & too-huety scenning ~utside
the courtrooms 1 will heve and will send copies. Although they say they do,
this panrel (8lse leckin- f-rensie quslificetions) does not surport either the
report or the autorsy. The goverbment hed to be despsrete to pull this one.
They destroy the esutopey, make specifie thet I wes right in sayin - the path
of the ellegedly nonfetel bullet wee n-over treced through the body, resd in the
s=reys whet ie not, to my best recollection, in either the sutopsy report or
the Report = lead in the body, fro ments, in the chest = snd felt they had to
itemize whot they were glven to study. Theytwere denied all the Conially modgesl
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evidence, "hen you and flery get ttr coples I will send, I'd sprreclate any
comments you'd care to mske, perticulsrly on the evidence they did not con-
sider snd your concept of ite need and significence. I &m going to heve td
find time to meke the additions to thet bock end find some way of getting it
out, where the contente cen be nveildble,

It probebly never we: necessery to slter the head i.reye snyway.
1 doubt thos:of the body have been, from the ebov:. However, on the pictures
it is @ifférent, Thére is not & single one of the front non-fetsl wound. This
cennot be accident. Mett Herron is satisfied the two bertches of film could
not have fsiled t- show no imsge et slls I will study this psr% closely
when I gzet the eo-y that was Bupposed to have been melled me last night.

What Clsrk hes done in convoking thie junior-grade "arrem Commisskon
is to affirm the existence of sn investigation of the JFX sssessinstion, which
hardly effirms the Report, or violste the "contract", Incldently, in my
emergency preparstions for the heaering, after leerning what the D.J. wes up
to only 11 the night tefore. I did find the proof that the contract is il-
legsl in ordinery, civilian lew ss 1 slresdy had it for militery snd for the
purposes of the regulstions. The judge indicsted he would so rule. He did
refusze to honor the IU peleding of contractusl privelege,

P8al, I never, in my cildest optimism, &resmed we would heve the
oprortunity we had yesterdsy, it wes thet close te s total, legsl ruin of this
evil Report., It slso 1= ss though there wes someone in the courtroom whe knew
the precise moment to get in touch with the right pereon in the office in New
Orleens, for him to contr-l Hums, "hat he tlew ini the morning wes so painful
thet Fensterwsld wes not going to return to court in the afternoon. He sasid
ke could not bear it. I persuasded him to., He was reelly very good in sll of
this. 1t i1s he who leerned of what the IJ had done, phonedme to tell me o
pock Nume end our toothbrushes snd get down there, then got the whole kit
by the time w2 got there, e little before 11l. He got it from the judgel The
judge wes outraged ot whet the IU hsd done., They never did give Nume & copy of
their papers! They promised me » set sfter lumeh, then d1¢ not heve them, In
phoning the press office for & copy on the woy home I lesrned this was turned
out on sn emergency besis, with the pr staff working et night to &o it, rather
unusuel with a8 yesr to decide, I belleve they got wind thet the Judge wes not
pre-disposed towerd them., Me wes { pressed with the mlsrepre-entation snd whet
he 414 not understend, It did work for them. 1t would heve bo-mersnged hed
Nyma, as sgreed, put me on, for the press buildup wes grest, es wes their
ettendance, They delivered ue the sudiencel

Perhepe the New Orleens situstion will soon clesr. As of this moment,
I doubt I will return there. I carmot live there end I csnnot prevent these
things they do from the distsnce, I will help in sny possible way, but I muet
now return, on en urgent basie, to the work ] hed 1sid sside to do this. I heve
slresdiy told them I csnnot work with them on the current bessies, I begin it
very, very weary, I will not soon forget yesterdey end whet it could end ehould
heve been., 1 heve not been sble even to indicate the poesibllities thst in the
exieting context were probsbilities. I will Xep keep you posted.

Trent Cough phoned me lest nighte He elso told me Lemarre had offered
him e copy of the Z film end told him he hsd coples of =some -l the sutopsy pixi ‘a

Sincerely,

Herold Velsterg




