lr. Joseph dackes 3/12/92
Y kaine Yerrace
Albfany, 1.Y. 12208-1215

Dear lir. Bacies, )

I anpreciate the tine, effort and cost to vhich you went in aegx:ing me the sound
tapes of the Dullas symposiun of last Yovermber. I ulso appreciate the fact that you be-
lieved you vere being h2lpful to ne and that you so intended. /Iﬁrita not only to thank
you but becuuse it did not vori: out the way you intended and because I think you can
learn fron it.

Firot, if vou do not know, we are almost 80, Loth in inpaired health, and I have
wany health-related problems.qand I try to res.ond to roasonable ﬂueat".ons and to do
other work.

iy day began at 12:30 this morning, only about a half hour or so earlier than usual.
I am wide avalke so instead of todsing abed I set |ip and work, hoping to be able to umake
up for soue of the loss of sleep with an afternocn nap. It is now more than 15 hours since
I got up, there are o‘f'h » 4lings I nust do today, aund becaus: of you.r package and unantick-
patible consequences I'll get no nap. fM;:nfﬂ»u m o ll%/‘m»”/“ "ZﬂM'gj”)

Fron the tine I reswned fronm wmy thrice-weckly hlood-testing and physical therapy I
had only & few minutes before we had to leave for medical appol foents that kel}tus until
af'ter noun. We picked tbe miil up as we returned and after Junch Z began to go through it
because ve try to respond to letters and make packages for shipument prouptly so they wifl
not accunulate, leanvhile, as we noved urounn#‘ in the ,itchen and living room we found a
mgstery- popeorn scattered. Heither of us bends well but what we saw we picked Lp.

Then I cune o your large priority mail carton, 12" x alumost 16". I wondered what
that coutd hold. and as seon as L lifted it 4o carry it fron the ldtchen into the living
roum, uliere = have specianl provisions for sitting because when I sit < nust keep oy legs

elevated, I sow the source of the pepeorn an the package shed it. So, I bastedbd back
into the kichen, gét some newspavers and placed theuon the stove ani proceeded to eupty
the package. Scattering more popcorn desvite trying n.t to. ‘Jh_x:l?a 1 had the box empty, I j‘f
found vour letter, those seve 'al puges .on the Dallas conference and the 14 audio vassettes
Fou mdde ol those proceedinys.

Using popedrn aud so large a box was not very bright. lad you wrapped the cassettes
in a litsle newspaper and then used a grocery bag for the outside urapping you have had
a packagoe less than 10" long by 3" and about 2" high.

But putting all that popcorn in a boﬂ not sealed at either end assures that the
popeorn Uill be distributed each tine the box is touched. What I could keep in the bux as
I reached in and removed the contents and wlmtI fell onto the nowspapers I took ouuside,

without bedng ablu to dresu for the very strong and very cold wind in vhich I an not sup-
posed to be in any event, for the birils. I do hopu it iy unsalted becuuse birds can tolerate

very little salt.



sy yit'e clecnad the flddrs again an about a halfyhour late I drove huer far the
weck's grocery choaping, tadng soue . tthe nail with we to read. I was deep into this
when with a loud"' metallic noise the car shuddered. £ looked up to see a vagrant shopping
card bouncing off' the sassenger door and then along that gide .1 the car. It is dented,
it will roguire body wérk and repainting, and this would not Juwdfmppened if we had not
had all that popeori to cope with. in turn this peans nore time in travelling to get
estitates, tine of uhich at aluost 79 I have les: than I'd like, and some ensuing nui-
sganues annd more time wasted. '

Tpu intended none off this, of coudse, and it you had given mature thoug;bt to maldng
the paclkage it vonld not have hnp}xaned./ﬁmi it would have taken less tine and money of df
you. Ur, from thig learn the popcorn lesson: You donlt necd it on such packages and it
will, imovitably, make sroblens for recipients without an hunigue benefit possible.

You have a different opinion of thut symposium than I do. You and most of the others
there were excited by it, enjoyed it, think vou learned from it, and if you want to be
in eéntact with reality you have to bepdin by unlearning nl}tlmt nut stuff. It was, to me,
a Sﬁut]mring of nuts to%pouae their unproven and alnmost aluays irrational and inpossible
theories that at best only add tu the existing céanfusion aud frustration. lo yolql need
E}?ﬁ% ﬁ!ﬂ] Yeome o liisht about the sowcalled ftranps" to indicate this to you? In 1968 I
proved and let barrison lkmow that they vere entirely irrelevantd and after reading Stone's
seript as well as before I ifarue:l.hiu about this and more. Vithout response.

I camnot possibly jus_:'ify the time to listen to 14 cassettes of such gp.‘jf;sy Ida
stuff, when it is not worse. Yet the tupes have a value. I'11l give then to local Hood
College, where all ny records will be a peruanent public archive, becuuse they represent
what is inportant in the overall h:ﬁt}_‘f;icul rucord. One aspect, shorthand, is in their own
words what muu{t of thom‘ifof us all lwiped together as "erities" really are, Imou and do not
know, lesd emtft]mve led to mnd nean.

I get way letters é:_@nry day. Can you inagine the tine required to respond to many
letters as long as yours on a daily basis, the time this has taken for more than 25 years?

Because +« Imov people care and are cpncerned, - do the bes & = can. I reapotl to all.
But if" those who write would think U?"d""t‘ ' h{y they would, I think, prefer that 1 nave
that tine for other work.

Wi Le :;%"h&ing and holding it in ny hand, lewving that L cammot take the tine for
full rlflij_ii)lit!9,1writtell brie:’ angwers oppouite the questions. I can't tuke tiwe for longer
responsess I return your lette: wlth these aunotationg & i2iow you'll have trouble reading
but I can do no more.

Where I wrote tha t you conld get that long first FBI report fronm the irchives or

from the MBI, I should have told you that it will cost consﬁderbly less if you ask the
the FBI for it. It is UD1 in the Comdssion's files. There are five voluies. Yhe first

id the Usvald text, =he last is on luby, and the others are up_,eudic% in futile support —



on

rather supposed supportol the Osunld text. T sEEbgest you order the first volume, the
Osunld textﬁ first and then see if you rnnllg.wunt thiaothers. I did not.

For vou intentions and efforts = do thank you because L do apreciate then.

If you are rnall‘ﬂ serious in your assassination interest, I suggest that you be rour
own devil's advocate and aslc yousell L%wﬂ;atuvur you are considering is really reasonable
and i1 it passes that test, made with real thought and maturity, ask if it is possible.

Lout ol what is available, nost of vha®t gets any atfention, is conspiracy theorizing
%t with almost no ex@ontions is :'nisleud:'_ng, misintormative, deceptive and confuses and
frustrates those who am concerned. Lf you lmey the available informdiiﬁon v ou'd also

have reason to guestion the honesty a d integrity of sone.
Sop with both thanks -and regrets, best wishes,

Ji;/;{zt-f{t/(lﬂ.;/v{

Harold Veisberg



Feb. 24, 1992

9 Kaine Terrace
Albany, New York
12208-1215

Harold Weisberg

7627 01d Receiver Rd.

Frederick, Maryland
21702

Dear Harold:

I have just read Whitewash IV. Thank God America
has a smart vigilant and questioning citizen such as you.
I would like to ask you a few guestions about it.

Did you ever get the tegts on the ballistics

{
vqﬂa/ev1dence or did another researcher ge%tthem since the book
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was published?

On page 76 thereis a mention of Oswald meeting
with two known subversives. This is supposed to have come
from FBI agent Hosty. Has there been any follow up to that
over the years? Do we know now what he meant and who these
two subvervises were?

Where would the neutron activation and spectro-
graphic tests be today? Do we know for a fact that such tests
were done?

On page 133 in an excerpt from an Executive
Transcript of 1/21/64 in which Rankin admits that the Commission
had color photographs from the autopsy. Also he asked for

Hgnu@gs of the autopsy. Has there been any any evidence since

1974 +that such minutes exist?
On page 137 you cite the FBI's first definitive

Y}eport of the assassination. May I have a copy of this if you

have one in your files please?
On page 139, has the Secret Service ever before

or since taken anyone into custody to the extent they did
with Marina Oswald?
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On page 142 you cite a Mr. Joseph Goulden who
claimed Oswald worked for the FBI as an informer. Do you
have anything in writing between yourself and Goulden on this
subject that you would be willing to share? Do we know now
the name of the unnammed law enforcement officer in Dallas?

I noticed when you cited the FBI's response to
meetings with Oswald they twice met him and then had a report
written within about two weeks, first interview June 26 1662,
report July 10 1962, second interview August 16 1962, report
August 30 1962 but on the third interview August 10 1963
nearly a year after the last it took nearly two months for the
report to be written October 31 1963.

b-\ Why did it take so long for this report to be
written?

Also apparently FBI agent Hosty went to the Paine
residence 3 seperate times looking for Oswald, specifically
asking for his whereabouts for Nov. 1 and Nov. 5 1963.

On what dates exactly did Hosty do this and was Oswald really
missing for Nov 1 and Nov 5 19637 Were there reports filed
for these Paine visits by Hosty?

On page 182 you cite a letter from J. Lee Rankin
to Senator Javitts for March 11, 1964, the significant
portion reads "At this point in the investigation there
appears to be nothing of significance which should not be
revealed to the American public because of National Security
or any other consideration”.

T would like a copy of this letter if you still
have one.

On page 185 there is a letter reproduced from the
office of the deputy attorney general to Bud Fensterwald Jr.
Could you clarify for me what the "memorandum of transfer" is?

and who wrote it?

2%% ,



(3)
A\ How many Executive Sessions were there during

+the Warren Commission and what are the dates? Are any of these
=ﬁ&ﬁa still withheld? :

\%L The Executive Session for Sept. 18 1964 was
ked. I find that typical although somewhat surprising.
B‘ Is this faked transcript available? I would like a copy.

Do we have any idea what the deleted dissenting footnote was
supposed to look like?

Lastly, in return for all of this work I have
14 audiotapes of the Dallas symposium I would like to give to
you. I would love to hear your comments. They all have good
sound quality to them.

Sincerly Yours

Boches

Joseph Backes



