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® Assassination: 7% fectings
inspived by pictures from

Jole I Kennedp’s slaping,
apened 33 pears ago
last Friduy, wont go away.

By DAvID MICHAEL E'rrLmN

VEN AFTER 33 years, the
grainy Images replayed on
an occaslonal lelevision
special are riveling. The
open-top Lincoln, the ros-
es, a kiss on the Nag-
draped casket, the heart-
wrenching salute from a son just
tumed 3.

Every year, the images come
back around Nov. 22 to mark the
passage of another year since the
Innocence of my baby boomer gen-
erution was assassinated along with
John Kennedy in Dallas,

We were teens entering adult-
hood, with the bullets in Dealey
Plaza marking our passage.

I've avolded rewatching the Za-
pruder film, so vivid in the Instant

David Michael Eitlin has been a
reporter and editor for The Sun for
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spluller of red that Hollywood Imi-
tates it — and so powerful that It
brought & touch of immortality to
Abraham Zapruder, the amateur
photographer who aimed his cam-
era at so fateful a moment,

Bul other Images are more
haunting — one in particular, re-
membered in black and white on
my television screen in 1963 and
which reappears for the inevitable
assussination  annlversary  pro-
gramming, like David Wolper's old
documentary, “Four Days in No-
vember."

In it, Kennedy lives again, on the
stump in Texus for his planned 1964
re-clection campalgn, but every
word carries a dark brush stroke of
irony. On this moring, we know,
the young president is flashing his
Iast smiles, reaching out. for his last
handshakes, cracking his last jokes.

In Forl Worth, he Is a given a
Texas-style hat bul won't put It on
his head. The crowd chants for him
to put it on, but Kennedy only teas-
es, T'll put It on Monday at the White
House, he says, and you can come
down and see it there.

And he Is given a beautiful pair of
boots on that Friday morning,
Come Monday, Lhere will He anoth-
er pair — a black pair — placed

horse  high-stepping
behind the caissonon &
Pennsylvania Avenue
In Washington.

Kennedy and his
entourage travel by
motorcade to the Fort 8
Worth airport, riding 8
in a convertible and
waving to enthusiastic |
crowds lining the
route, And in Dallas,
the greeting is Just as
delightful as the
Kennedys ride with
Texas Gov. John Con-
nally and his wife, Nel- ]
lie, in & dark, open-top
Lincoln.

Inexorably, the mo-
Loreade closes in on
downtown Dallas,
Kennedy has an ap-
pointment there that
cannot be changed no
malter how badly 1
want the car to tum in
some other direction.

Footage captured by other ama-
teurs shows the Kennedys — Jack
and Jackie — flushing smiles as the
Lincoln hurtles past crowded side-
walks, racing Lo Dealey Plaza. And
again, the shots ring out.

Death ride: A Lincoln convertible in 1963
F. Kennedy (o Parkland Hospital in Dallas.
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lege back then (the school's name
has been changed a few times
sinee), a 17-year-old freshman on
the way to an American history
class, .

Another student — one I viewed
a8 a bit of a political extremist —
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back. “They shot Kennedy.”

In Dallas, events were still un-
folding— but in Baltimore, that stu-
dent was the first I know of to give
volce to a conspiracy theory, with a
simple pronoun: “They shot
Kennedy.”

My w-rnamuo_.. Wilson Valentine,

a former Navy commander, dis-

“1 can't teach American history
on a day like thls,” he sald, sending
us home to watch history happen-
Ing in those grainy black-and-white

~ L Images for the next three days,

Tears were In his eyes,
Bo we watched Jack Ruby mur-
der Lee Harvey Oswald in our living

"% rooms, and then watched the ne

o
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rushed mortally wounded President John

way between the old Park School
bulldings that had not yet given way
to modern brick structures on the
Liberty Helghts Avenue campus,
“They didn’t have to shoot him,”
he cried, rushing past me.
“Shoot who?"

tion bury its president.
Thousands lined the streets
from the Capitol to Ariington Na-

i tional Cemetery to feel the chill of

that gray Monday against thelr
faces, the Image of the calsson re-
Necting in Lheir eyes,

I watched It on television, and
saw every minute of the procession,
heard every drumbeat, and was
chilled by the walling cry of the bag-
pipes, the crackling voice of the
priest,

Every one of those grainy black-
and-white images I remember anew
but wait for that one preclous sight
that haunts me still, 33 years down
the road from Dealey Plaza:

Simple rays of sunlight suddenly
reaching down, between tree
branches neuar the grave, slicing
through the gloom of that day and

newrdy Lhree decades. backward in the saddie stirrups ofa I was at Baltimore Junior Col- rame running through a passage- “I'he president,” he shouted my spirit.
1
=_.En= Hnst dialor: has only one card higher than the | S Crossword i _~| H w.
- Neither side vulnerahile, six West led — Lhe sev O |=== - o

My STeve BrecrER
KING FEATURESBYNIMCATR

NOSH
4A83

- o

or king. Presumably it is not. the
soven, since with tha bine ~eeee

“Al The Meat Counler”

l i

]

HH




— gt e ————

— T T T T T

Il a AP aviive.

o et Pt s $e e s e 4AS MRLY

JFKs last
day lives on
in Dallas

mk‘_._cnz Aynesworth
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DALLAS — They come from all’

over — toting cameras and note-
books, lugging books and tabloid
newspapers, or carrying the latest
digital equipment and semiprofes-
sional lighting.

Some obviously have camped
out. Many have interviewed at
least 50 people who know nothing
specific about the case. But every-
one eventually lines up to have his
or her picture taken with that win-
dow in the background.

One by one or in small groups,
they make the annual November
trek — the slow, deliberate sweep
around Dealey Plaza, eyes check-
ing out each building, moving to
the “grassy knoll” their arms
eventually pointing toward the
window where most believe Lee
Harvey Oswald fired the loudest
shots heard in our lifetimes.

It's been 33 years today,

Many of today's onlookers seem
drawn by doubts about the official
version of what happened or by a
relentless urge to capitalize on the
tragedy.

“Oswald Didn't Fire a Shot)
shouts out one tabloid hawked in
front of the Texas School Book De:

\| pository. For $3 you too can read
!| about this exclusive, which claims
| the FBI, CIA and Dallas police
| covered up the real story.

One thin, grim man too young to

i| have been born when President
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Alimousine remodeled to look ke John F. Kennedy's takes tourists along the roule he look Nov. 22, 1963, in Dallas.

Kennedy was killed sells CDs fea-
turing the true assassin, a charac-
ter named Bob Debussie, who tells
how he was hired by a Russian
agent to hire Oswald but was so
disappointed in Oswald's demea-
nor and rifle skills that he handled
the job himself.

Another hawker, this one a long-
time conspiracy theorist who for
years has been engaged in selling
JFK-related materials, offers a
videotape of llinois prison inmate
Jim Files explaining how he [ired
the fatal shots that Nov. 22. That
video goes along with a self-
published book about how the JFK
assassination is linked to the
bombing in Oklahoma City.

Not too many are selling: The
video-book package costs $27.

At least six other authors es-

pousing six different conspiracy
theories — including a couple who
have backed more than one horse
in the race — peddle their tomes,

Sons and daughters of some
who were eyewitnesses here 33
years ago offer to sell “exclusive”
photos, Two who reek of alcohol
and likely were not present when
the tragedy occurred peddle auto-
graphs while claiming they were
among the few hundred on hand
that day. S R

Looking at a woman claiming
she has been here every Nov. 22
since 1963, Doris Comstock of St.
Louis said: "Il she was here in
1963, she must've been in diapers.”

"This place really does have that
certain aura,” the vacationing Mis-
souri woman added. “It'sas though
little voices are calling out to you

as you walk around the plaza”

Some facetiously suggest that
those voices might be emanating
from nearby hotels, where two dif-
ferent conspiracy conventions are
set up to debate and promote yet
another handful of theories about
what really happened.

For $100 a participant can hear
several self-styled experts tell
how Kenneily's body was switched
between Dallas and Washington,

--how Oswald didn’t shoot a gun that

day, and what a hero filmmaker
Oliver Stone is for fighting “gov-
ermnment lies™

And down the streel one can
hear an in-depth discussion of the
Zapruder film, the Bmm movie
footage that best chronicled the
assassination, or pick from several
other would-be assassins, living
and dead.

D.C. Timas-
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Mary McGrary is on vacation. Her A

L
column will reswre when she
refurns.
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November 22, 1963

Why: We Need the Real History of the Kennedy Aswssination
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Americans, according to polls, are convinced or

Jefferson Morley
By mgggﬁmm%.rﬁi
IN THE WAKE OF THE TWA FTER 23 years the discussion of the Ken- leading opimon makers at news media organiza-
- $00 CRASH, A WHITE HOUSE >=n&. assassination is stuck between the tions and some historians assure us that there is
COMMISSION PROPOSED myth of the @one mut” and the myth of 10 rodible evidence of such. A e e
SWEEPING CHANGES E%.?nr:ﬁ%nginawagn oy .
AIRLINE SECURITY. iﬂ—-ﬂ Nov. 22, 1963 amounts to something more than Yet we .ua?.nrmnq than ever to having a firm
" trivia but less than historical truth. Consensus, factual basis for an assassination consensus. The

JFK Assassination Records Act, passed unani-
mously by Congress in 1992, has resulted in the
release of hundreds of thousands of pages of as-
sassination-related documents since 1993. A
five-member civilian review hoard, under the ca-
E@Fg&mgiﬁ.gﬁc?
heim, has ordered the disclosure of another
2,000 documents. The board continues to take
depositions and to pursue records that the FDI,
the CIA, the National Security Agency and other
federal entities want to keep secret,

Still, many tough-minded partisans who have
dominated both sides of the JFK debate for years
say that secking assassination consensus is a
fool's errand! The conspiracy theorists (or the

See KENNEDY, C2, Col. 1

after a third of a century, remains elusive.
Indeed, since the bitter debate around Oliver
.w_a:o.mB.ﬁ-.ig.E 1991 film “JFK,” the very
idea of a consensus history of the Kennedy assas-
sination has sounded quant. In general, the no-
tion that one version of history can suit all par-
ties concerned has become embattled since the

far case of the murdered president, what possible
telling could possibly satisfy all? A majority of

Jefferson Morley is an editor in the Outlook
section of The Washington Past. This article
first appearcd in the AARC Quarterly, published
by the Assassination Archives and Research
Cenler in Washington, D.C.
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The latest in an occasional series of reader responses
o current bopics.

Question: Liquor companies have
dropped their voluntary policy of not
advertising on TV. So far, the major
broadeast and cable networks have
declined such ads and the chairman
of the Federal Communications
Commission is urging independent
TV stations to do the same. But
some advertising industry
observers.predict that TV stations won't say no to the
Tiquor companics’ money forever.

Does liquor advertising belong on television? Should
the government impose a ban on all alcohol advertising,
including beer and wine, as it has with lobacco praducts?
Or is it none of the government's busincss?

Tell us your views in 200 words or less. We'll publish
a sample of the most thoughtful or interesting responscs
on December 8. Submissions are due December 2. Be sure
to include your name, address and phone number.
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a e need to take stock of what
the pation's confusion and
o3 doubt about Kenpedy's
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A civilian review
board continues to
take depositions and
to pursue records
that the FBI, CIA
and other federal
enfities want to
keep secrel.

be a “lone nut” but Eastwood angrily
realizes that the agency bears inst-
tutional responsibility for him. This
rumination on the legacy of Nov. 22,
1963 in the guise of a multiplex ac-
tion thriller was a huge hit.

When serious jowrnalists have ven-
tured into this tricky territory to pre-
sent and analyze new evidence made
public since 1993, they have gotten
comparatively little attention. For
example, " a provoc-
ative book by journalists Ray and
Mary LaFontaine of Dallas, was pub-
lished earlier this year and went un-
reviewed anywhere in the national
media. Mayhe [ am biased because |
edited an article the LaFontaines
wrote for Qutlook about their find-
ings. But the judicious findings of Ev-
an Thomas, the Washington bureau
chief of Newsweek and no conspiracy
theorist, also attracted little com-
ment.

In his recent book about the CLA,
“The Very Best Men,” Thomas laid
out the sometimes curious actions of
top CIA officials before and after
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