ueneral lauager T627 0id Receiver :load
JGUH-TV I'rederick, td. 21701
doston, l.ass. 1/31/8Y

Dear General lLanager,

WQuite soue tine betord you aired the Wova show on the assassination of President
Kennedy I wrote its executive producer with cautions. The morning after it was aired I
wrote her apain. liy werning was that you (pl) were about to perpetrate a fraud and detame
yourselves. Vhat I sald after I saw the shov is that it was knowingly, deliberately
aud shanefully dishonest. I enclose copies of both letters.

I asked lis, apsell, who has responded to nothing and nobody, so ommuiscient is she
about everything, to refer what I said to “ob Richter, who wrote and produced that
disgraceful thing, a:d to, if she did not reply, soueone above her., I have heard nothing
frou anybody after mor: than two months so I write you.

Uhis is not because I think you can do anything., There is no way you can undo the
harm done with a disgraceful misinforming of a large sudience about the most subversive
of possible ecrimes in a society like ours, one that can work well only when the people
are well and accurately informed about important matters. It is because I believe you
should know and because L tidnk that the people have a rifht to expect honesty and
decency fron public TV,

I believe that your show and its responsible people failed a public truste to the
people for whon public TV is intended and'_“f_f'iled in their personal and professional
responsibilities. I believe also that they, insufferably arregant and behaved badly,

When + learned that a history professor who is a subject expert and coauthor of the
only scholarly bibliography on the subject could not get anyone to talk to him when he
took the trouble to phone I wrote, although I am over 76 and in inmpeired health. I asked
nothing at all for myself and there could have been nothing for me. I tried only to help
your people ucet theif professional responsibilities and their responsibilities to liova,

_often a truly great program, to your station and its audience and to the stations that
would carry that program and their audiences.

I did not annotate a transcript because I do not know anyone who got one but if
You want ne to put up or shut up send me one and I'll annotate it an confront anyone
who disputes any of ny annotations, particularly Hichter and “ifton.

I was truly disappointed and I thought about this after seeing the misnamed
"Who Uhot Preasident kennedy'- misnamed unless you intended to defame many innocent
people = and there are a fevw things I add to what I wrote lia. &psell.

Without my caution Itichter had solid reason for not trusting iifton. He interviewed
Hifton wheu he was with CBS, probably as early as 1966. Lifton then was pushing another
theory, that sSrown & Hfoot, mujor contractors ( and with Lifton this reads LBJ and he
did specify LiJ to me ) dus tunnels in sceret in Dealey Plaza and placeqa papier nache
tree there and later removed it also in secrecy. He said the assassination was pulled /
frou the tunnels and papier mache treed. Fis is well known and itichter knew it.[+ Xy 7"“#3-

‘ou aired an inforuation program alleging that the President's body was kidnapped
and altered yet you omitted even a sugiestion about how this was possible or who did it
and how. Haturally, I wrote and told lis. apsell that it was impossible and if you want the
proof, please let me know. So, that was just ornitted. I'm surprised not to have heard
of any review or comientary that digmet clobbei*%ou for this.

If lichter was as familiar with the litevature as honest preparation required he
also knew that just alout 10U of what lifton's book takes credit for was published long,
long before he did it. *his should have prompted soue curiosity if not cautions. What
renains, sive for a few misinterpretations of evidence, is only the theory, the fabrication
you aired. If I recall correctly he also ripped that off from a man who was his friend and



who published it years before Lifton did his book.

You know nethinyg about me. I an a former reporter, investigative reporter, U.L.
Senate investiga .or and editor and during and for a tiume after World War II I was a
governnent intelligence analyst. I have published seven books on political assassination
and soie are otill used as colbgiate texts. M first book was the first book on the
Wayren. Mommission, I filed nany Freedon of Infornation lawsuits to bring to light nost
of Af‘evionuly—withheld #énfornation that is nou availabél, in all perhaps a third of a
millions pages, all of which is freely available to anyone here and will be in perpetuity
at local bood Yollege. Congress amended the invostigutory files exemption of the sct
over one of my earlier lawsuits. lly work is a study, as L told Ms. apsell, of hou our
basic institutions worked or failed to work in that toagle time and since then. (lova
made no uention of these iustitutions, really.@ut it is part of one.) If you wunt to be
referred to those who will tell you that while I have mg own beliefs land I inject no
theory about who did the ldlling at allhnd never published even one) I uake all that
I got under FULA fully available to thbse I know will suy what I do not agree with.
Unlice those who produced that ﬂ%va program, I meke no effort to censor what the people
can knowe

I have two purposes iu writing you. Une is to inform you because I believe NOVA
did a ygreat disscrvice to the nation and was kiowingly dishonest. The other is to add to
the record I leuve for the future about hov our institutions served us when it looked
at and undertook to inform the country about that great subversion that I believe had
the effect of a coup d'etat. I believe this is true regardless of who the President is.
and L do it without enjoying it a bit.

What you do or do not do is your affair. I rogret this whole business very, very
much becuause I expected better from NOVA and fron your station which originatesso much
'fnat is so good.

Sincerely, (

Il Joue

Harold Veisberg



