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Jory g hppsell,

I urite you alter sperddng to Prof. David Vrone, who when phoning me for something
clse, me:ﬁ:ione:i,ﬂﬁ.u conversations with you (pl). I'd heard about your planned JFE ass—
assination special from o nwiber of others, includiwg Jim Les:r. I hope that you will
corle to understand that I urite not to press a point of view on you (again pl) but in
the interest of your collective responsibi ity and journalistic integrity.

First I decﬁre uy own prejudices. I believe that the assassination of z#residcnt
is most subversive of possible erimes in a nociety such as ours,. liy own work has not
been the pursuit of any whodunit., I've made an in-depth study of the worldngs of the
basic ingtitutions of our society in those tines of great crisis and since.l believe
and ny seven books spell out that all these institutions failed us then and since, Of
courne TV ig an esscntlal element of the press and the press is one of the most basio

th.se}imled institutlions,
I believe salso that 1'0I4 nade me surrogPte for the people, I practise this,

regurdless of whether or not I agree with those who want access to the information I
heve, dost I do not agree with and they nonetheless huve unrestricted access. Some I
0 out of 1y way to help, end this can wwuntﬁt’:gnsideﬂ&‘gle amounts @f time for wlhich I
do not ask to be paid and almost never am. If you doubt this, shone Henry Hurg, whose
book vou ought be familiar with if you have undertaken what I'm told you have, His phmds
vhones are B04/432-1206, 1400, le is a rovin: editor of Readers Digeste and many others.
Unless they went to discuss it with nme, I don't even kmow what people copy from my files,
(I'n 75, with inpuired health and mobility.) Tony Sumers, for exanmple, cen attest to
this, as can his assistonts. (19919 Ravemswood Dr., u.qma.ssas, Va. 22111.) He is here
vorldng on a biography of J. Blgar Ho over.

S0, what you say, vihat you proconceive, is cntir:ly your own affair and it is not
mine,

Jin Les.r, uy fitend aud lawyer :Ln'mmw FOIA lawsuits, bold me that lichter told
hdm he is interested in th: scicntific evidence. "fm tol:! Job to speak to me =nd Bob

said he would not. lie askad Jin how he gould get a coy of wmy Post liorten and J:Lm told
hiu fron ne. Boh again said he wauld.n t. I have no idea why Richter has this atti'bude
and L odon't resdly care., When I find juat driving into to:n to get a new ribbon too
auch for we nov in this kKo of weather I'm not looking for any extra work er any

arguients at all.
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Bowver, as Jim also knows, having been my counsel, I've spent an enormous
cupwit of tine and gotten a considerable amount of material relating to the scientific
evidence. Fifteen years at least in court with DJ and FBI and thousands and thousands
of puges of court records, depositions, etce This includes material never beore seen
ald aliost entirely unlmown.

One aspect of this relate: to Dr. Vincent Guinn., I understand Richter spoke to
P omd I'n fand [iar with his HSCA testimony. In fact, I planted a question a reporter
friend aslked Guinn and I encapsu.gﬁte: Guinn found that none of the specimens he tested
without any queaTion about them match their official descriptions. He can't and the FBI
can't and nobody in tlie world can validate the specimens he tested. Therc is what relates
to tlis in these lawsuits. There is also, in fact, what can be interpreted as raising
sybstantial questions about them and any testing based on them, ('i‘?xe FBI saw to it
Gt Guinn was frozen out of its NAA testing, uhich was designedly incomplete, but I
0 have ghat it disclosed and what I think is more useful, what then AEC disclosed.)

There is nothing; in the world to keep you from using footage of Guinn before
S04 or your own cameras and there is notling to keep ypu from converting Nova and
th public stations that air it into propsgandists for errant government. 4nd, of
coursc, there is nothing that can compel you to at least try to be responsible and
honest with your staticns and sudience or to ask questions about whether your intey@ity
is invelved in what you appear to have decided upon, goms hell or high water. &nd this
is merely onc snall aspect.

I've heard also that Bob is real hot on Dave Lifton's second-casket theory. It
can be nade attrgctive and Idfton did that but it remains entirely unbenable. It also
Bas a complete physical impossibility for an ambulance or anyone o¥ anything else to
usc the Navy Hospit:l back gate. dnd this is far from all of what invalidates his theory,
Thore vas never any qucstion about the so-calied second helicopter? it held the Fort
biyer honor guard and took it to Bethesdas &5 Lifton lmew. Just a few of tbef many
disproofs cnd an exanmple of how attractive misinﬁ)mation can be, 4s your own can be.
1f that is what you want to air, what you think WGBH and the stations and their audiences
vent and expect of you. :

“his is wn enormous and very complicated matter, usade more complicated by omni-
vresent and determined official dishonestyand this has been made even more intricate
oy nuch irresponsible and ego-tripping writing., Therc hasn't been much enterprise by
LV and as bob ought reucuber, [V also suppfPesed what did not suplmﬂ the official myth—
ology. low ver, you are going to be in competition with a nwiber af mostly unvorthy
tpeciuls, There ave two excentions, two that I believewill be good. and if you want to
lmovy vhether there is neu scientifie evidence that is well-suited to TV, ask Nigel
Yurner of nriﬁlié ITVe I have no address for lim, I've ;iWen it to him with a related




and exelusive witness with all the required credentials.

I have no idea vhy Yok has ilis attitude. To the best of my recollbetién, we met
oily u couple of times, I remeub.r driving him and a New York Times reporter to their
offices from the Archives one nipht and I femember that he came to see me when we
lived at iyattstown anl he was vorkdng on a UBS speciale If he was then still at CBS
he luny ronember alse that I reiused to be on their King assassination special even
though I'd apent a considerable amount of unpaid tine helping a number of them. They
presented me with a conflict of interesta and I don't care about personal attention.

T can inngine, of course, thé.'t he believes what others may have told him. That also
is his affeir and not mine,

I;Ye not been able to drive out of Frederick for more than a decade and becuuse
e live on Social Security I don't often make toll calls. So, if I think 'l})éf what you
air is irresponsible or dishonest I won't be taking any initiaves. Hoxf;wmr, there is
soing to be a i‘lozd of comsercialization of this great tragedy. It is not unlikaly
that reporters will be phoning me as the anniversary comes closer and word gets out
cf vhat is being prepared. Perhaps this is more lilwely when theysee the shows before
airing. If the past is a roliable guide, the more any show questions the official
story the wore cittical intercst there is. There may be none at all and I've not nade
a1y effort to stimulate any intereste. Some of what is in the works is so nutty that
theyr may trigger sore interest. 4 British gang of roclk promoters claims to have a tape
of the six shots fired and other things no less outrageously impossible and one in
this country is gung ho! for the CIA% ld ckback theory.

For whatever my opinion is worth, I don't think any of you know enough, if you
want decent, honorable, responsible journalism, to do the show I understand yju are
worldng on and I haven't heard a word about your 'l:eaTing of any of your sources to
try and determine whether they are dependable or can be faulted. When I have more than
a querter B a million pages I Bot under FOIA and everybody has unsupervised access to
it and you dois & werl sceoss o any of it, together with what I've only indicated above,
L thibhk that )rgu nay well evolve an attractive show that in tine you will not be
proud of. &nd if that is uhgt you wunt to do, given the reputation you and Nova have
earned, on a subgcet so inportant to the country and our system, there is nothing at
all to stop yous It may be that all I'Ll do is annotate it for history and the annotation
raiwa uvaifblu for scholars of the future in the public archive all of my records will
be akn I die.They widl Le ah archive at local Food College.

D5 T vt @_’/ coofulp Sm/:]j:ly'
Harold Veisberg




