. A JOURNALIST'S MEMORY

The Shame
InDallas ...

By Harvey Aronson
SENIDR EDITOR. FEATURES
(Aronson, then a reporter, arrived in Dallas
Nou. 22, 1963, only hours after President John F.
Kennedy was shot.)

n the hours after President Kennedy was assass:
nated, shame hushed the streets of Dallas. “'Dal
lus is a city it's hard to put a label on," a man tok
me. “But | guess you can now."

In the instant l:m-kwpullthammuoflmnui‘l'

order rifle, the cit; le called “Big D" became
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omasing cabepery 2880 dered. He was

young and vital
and he made us
think that Camelot
h-dmmmtlu-n&
tion's mplul. He was, perhaps, our most eloquent
president since Abrahiam Lincoln. He spoke of a New
Trontier that he éiem-had as “a frontier of
uppoﬂnmueaan perils

.."Hehadhnu!ybegunwuphm
fmnller when he was killed. And in the moment
he died, so did
mm of those hopes.

ened. We became inured to violence.

1 got to Dnllas about four hours after the shi
and the experiences that followed endure in my mind
a8 gray snapshots whose edges are blurred by time
and emotion. In one of the is, police bring the
sccused assassin, Lee Hurvey Oswald, into & room full
of reportars. He is only a few [eet away, & scrawny,
sullan man with a sour His

hunnnduutﬁuihmnm.:\ndyﬂ. even though he
huntwbepmven guilty — I want to pummel him,

'I'hal. s how it was in Dullas, the city where Camelot
died, Shock and anger and confusion and shame. It
wns & Friday night, when the streets should have
been bustling. But it cnuld have been a lonely Sunday
aflernoon — the stores had closed soon after people
found out that the president had been i d a8
he rode through the city in a motorcade.

‘I Had Just Seen Him’

The shame was everywhere. In lonely footfalls on
Main Street, in a funcral lrmthm the locked door of
a country music club. it showed itself in a Chri
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Where Were You When You Heard JFK Was Shot?

Now, take a moment to tell
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Excerpts from the new book, *President Kenne-
dy: Profile of Power"” (Simon & Schuster), by
ichard Reeves:

On Friday morning, N:wnmberﬂ Kennedy
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Nieman-Marcus store, The black letiers
read, "Closed in Memory uf-lahn F. Kennedy."

The only place where traflic was anywhere near
huwwunﬂrlhnmm-ofmmmdﬂmn the

neighborhood where it happened. People gathered on
the sidewalk in front of the Texas School Despo-
sitory — the building from which he was shot. It was
as if they were taking in & public confessional. An
insurance clerk h in her overcost up-
wards. "It was my lunch hour,” she said. "1 saw him

in the , and then just a few minutes later, 1
heard t uremmduvuymmynﬂ:ulml
had just seen him and he Jooked s0

Nowadays, one of my jobs is to help reporters with
their writing. I tell them that they should try not to
gt emotionally involved in their stories — they
should try to stay on the outside. But I know that
sometimes they can't. I found that out in Dallas 30
years ago. | loved John Kennedy and I believed in his
promise. | have never falt that way about a president
since. | never got to journey in the New Frunl.ler And
that day in 1 wulked the city streets with tears
streaming down my face.

Thet day in Dallas, | was ashamed, too.

The Next Student Paga Apgears Tuesday

THE LAST DAY IN JOHN KENNEDY'S LIFE

fnrhyH.LHun&-ndnthnrn;ht—-inghdnu—

PRESIDENT
KENNEDY

Ol O POWER

RICHARD
REEVES

that platfi

nell, “With all these buildings
around it, the Secret Service
couldn’

‘wanted to get you."

The House of
what the president said day
continued with this note:

“*After the breakfast at the Texas

den Poll showed that his spproval rate in the state
was just 50 percent . 'ﬂnliomn;Nmm
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