2/6/70

Dear Nich,

: Your review of tke Curry book is perceptive It does have positive
velues, does represent s gtep forward, for Texss.

But <there are seversl things in your 2:4 that disturb me, I recog-
nize you have to msintsin a sort of neutrel position, but men, cen you known any-
thing sbout Joesten*s recent work and stil’ plug that monstrosity he sells? You
¥now, he doesn't even have the 26, He makes it up as he goes, end some of it is
rretty awful, It is no s-rvi-e to plug such crsp and it 1s no kindness ®o direct
serious people often not in 8 position to evsluate to what canrot be trusted. We
heve hed so much ton much of this!

Roger Craig mey be & brave guy and sll of tast, but he is slso full of
what is generally reserved for toilets, + Leve gone over his annotstion of hies testi-
fony, as printed, end his acount of the changes is utterly impossible., I spent too
meny yeers woridng with o urt reporters, particularly the firm the Commissicn used,
%o find it possible to credit tais inm eny way, More, 4 have traced thet test mony
all the wey from Dalles to the %overnment Frinting 6ffice, and it 1s printed as 14
was teken down., I aave coples of the typescript sent to the GR0, snd + have the
letter of trenemittsl to DC  the bills for taking it, the whole story. Rogerxis,
dewpite Penn's great love for him, at best simply wrong, in the newer arees, what
he embellished his original testimorny with. Now I have met Hoger, snd he im 8 fine-
looking, clesn-cut kind of huy who appesrs to be truthful, serious and a1 that-just

1li-e dozens cof guys I once guarded in ap Army locked werd in s large mentsl instie-
tution, He doss not impress me es the kind of guy who 1s out to mske trouble. Bt hs
has. It was 811 I could do to telk Bradley out of suing you snd Penn. Bradley tells
me~and I believs fg=thst coutrery to Rogeras accuunt to Penn, Roger called him reverse,
asking money of him...and to Penn alumest everyome in tos world is now en agent, in-
cluding me. “e owes me money he acknowledges owing, can psy, and Just rsfuses %o,
without even enzwering letters. This is not tae kind of man Penn wes, It is the kind
he is now, If you want coplea of the letters I wrote, snd one incredible reply, if
Yyou promise not to let anyone see them, I'll send them. 3o far ss I enm concerned, he
also is siek, and I cen produce you & number of selid people, including 8t least

one expert, who will tell you this. So; 1 sgain waste time I do not heve, trying to
mske you people understenad that we alsc heve to be responsible, we have to aprly to
ourselves the stsndards we c-iticlze the government for not Laving, end this meens
rot regurglteting eveyrthing that is congenisl to opposing the officisl fiction., Ve

eminate what they present as informetion and the imnosition of such stendsrds upon
themaelves, Ctherwise, they hurt, they do not help, %Where reople are 111 it 1s one
thing, %here they ere not the situation is different, On Roger agein, take another
look 8t the picture end ssk yourself if i¢ is Roger, and I do not think it is, what
be {s doing out of uniform? There is 8 certain resemblance ts “oger by tae msn on

the rigat outside the door. I think it is not Roger. But if it is, does this not

tend to corroborate Fritz? Of course, I will not see what Fenn prints. Owing me sbout
$150.00, he cut me off his subseription list for not peying for the subseription., At
least, this is wiet he told others, Ze %0ld me nothing. He first cut me off then
started slendsring me, too. But I do have tae picture (Curry, 72), The men ineide hhe
oifice is ton short for Eoger. Tue one outside is DFD.




I see notiing wrong witk your attempt to nelp Roger financisally, iny
men in nesd deserves help. uut 4f you bheve the capability of raising monsy for
Roger, let me bluntly ssk you why, when &ll of you hsve incomes, of whatever
magnituds, end L have been without any inmme fnr six yesrs, you heve done nothing
to raise what it tekes to keep your word to me, to repasy me only the costs 1
incurred for you? Your committee did give me its word, I did teke your word, 1 d4ig —
srend money I did not snd do not have and still hesve trouble Jjust mec®ing the in-
terest on, for you, not for any selfish purpose of my own. But in 51l the meny
hours of time your not ke«ping your werd has wssted for me, I got but s single
response, and that so ,ong ago. Roger is not alems in medicsl needs. I also have
them, ond right now-and 1 have not s cent for them

For 211 these yesrs < have ensged in this rather lasrge undertsking, the
only one of us with no snurce of income, end I think it is no exsggerstion to say
I heve first brought to light most of what has been (not counting the menure thet
is 30 resdily reproduced), snd in not a single way has & single "committee" under-
taken to nelp with tais. Roger snd Penn dish out e pile of shit snd they become
heros. Bleed for them. 4nd raise money for them.

“y needs hsve beesn urgent. They ere now more urgent. My indebtedness
is enormous. Mee#ing it without any outside help snd with no income is not only
extremely difficult, but it also costs &s much as it costs me to live. I therefore
now saek all of you to get together, ralse tis money you owe me, and &8s you c¢sn
replace 1t from any income you may have, do thet, I do not feel I should hsw to
wait, heve to pasy interest I do not have becsuse of you. And I am less disposed to
consgider it when I see how you sre spending the funds you do hsve on the "news"letter.

If you do not do tils, there is nothing I cen do about 1t or would if I
could. But I think if you people have the principle you{ pretend snd I think do, 8}l
of ouy have, it should extend msixmsmiy to meeting the finsnclial obligations you
incur. With me, they sre & year and & half overdue. 1 hope you will deley this
no longer. Ton meny like you have abused me this wey. Neer you 1g another, the LA
Free Press, which Les yet to acknoilikedge my existence, yet %to pey me for 25 booka they
got two yesrs sgo, yet to scimdwledge o single letter or bill., Boy, do they helpl
frinting crap and peying notiing.

Sed commentary.

Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg



