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57 By Priscilla McMillan .

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — Presidential
politics, for many of us, has become
an area of life cordoned off by shock,
grief and pain. Again and again in the
past decade we have been touched and
wounded by the political process as
we had not been wounded before. It
is pot indifference but the numbness
of mourning that lies behind the appar-
ent apathy observers have noticed dur-
ing the election campaign.

1t goes back to President John F,
Kennedy whose political and family
life were brought extraordinarily close

‘to us on TV. On that terrible day in
Dallas nine years ago his death, too,
was brought extraordinarily close.

~Many Americans simply have not

f-‘ 'recovered. Even the moguls of TV,

“men not noted for their sensitivity,
‘seem 1o recognize this for they seldom
- show a long film clip of John F. Ken-

in action. They realize that it
:ﬂlmwﬂlul that the process of
mouaraing ls incomplete, that our sor-

m h not yet spent.
" Not only our apathy, but some of

cynicism the pundits have noticed
thﬂ back to the murder of

r goes
g;!leye;“ what did his assassination

\ h o but stop the political process dead

' ip its tracks, short-circuit democracy
by substituting the will of a single
‘madman for that of a ndtion? Of what
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struggling with our
ﬂ”" grisf and with political ques-,
wum

were remind b, tad
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shooting of Govermor Wiﬁu
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" wers tempted to plunge into.
| ing this year, tempted tp gat BOpt
{ - about national politics gnee again,
‘to draw back out of a dimly perceived
. ‘need for self-protéction? It Is ot that
" we have grown morally callous, as the
pundits say, or that we Have beem

" ‘manipulated Into insensibility. It s

© simply that we want to put some emo-

* tional distance between gurselves and
‘the political scene, charged as it now

. is with feelings of anxiety and pain.

of Ala-

" Hart,” Sériator “McGovern's campaigh

., meets the public face to face and has

" dent Nixon msy be meeting

‘I hours immediately afterward.

- care right now. '

Among politicians, the first to un-
derstand was Eugene McCarthy who,
even before the murders of 1968, was
campaigning with cool and telling us
we ought to expect less of the cffice
of President. It was a message we
wanted to hear, The fewer of our emo-
tions we invest, after all, the less we
stand to be hurt.

But the great beneficiary has been
Richard M. Nixon. For some people it
i a protection to, have a President
they do not love or even like. Gary

manager, has commented that support
for Mr. Nixon'is “a mile- wide and an
inch, deep.” Exactly, ‘An inch deep Is |-
as deeply as many Ammums want to. |

We are told that Mr. Nixon needs to.
pace himself, to conserve his emo-
tional energy and limit his contacts
with people. Accordingly, he secldom |

held far fewer press conferences than
any President in modern times. By,
staying out of sight, by tailoring this
aspect of his office to his needs, Presi- |
our needs
as well. His low visibility, which would
have been mccounted a failure of
[n other times, may be an
w:ldenul stroke af genius for now,

The fact, that we have not finished
mourning; have not. settled our ac-
counts over, the deaths of John and
Robert ﬁnmdy has implications for
Edward y as well, Should he
run for t he, and we, will have |
to deal, not with our Rbout
hhnllouabutvﬁthtbgmmyofnn- i
resolved emotions-about his brothers™ "
This was apparent three years ago. '
when Kennedy drove off & bridge on
Chappaquiddick Island and had trou-

were trying, however, to wrest back
that control over events that we Tost.
It will be hard for Americans to re-
cover. Meanwhile, we are paying the
price: the loss of our hope about
leadership and a failure to invest the
best of our energies and emuﬂma in
national politics. v

Priseills Mebliiah s an Asscolots of
the Russian Research Center, Harvard ~
Unlversity, and is completing a book

an the msassmatlon of John F. Ken-

ble accounting for his actions in the | .

The
presa and public feaped on him. They
pronounced him “politically dead.” In
what they said and the way they said
it, there was something savage, Gome-
thing like triumph or relief, g

What we were engaged in that year
was the symbolic murder of Edward
Kennedy. We were klling him our-
selves. In that way we could spare
ourselves Lhe horror of yet another,
real-life Kennedy assassination. By tak-
ing matters into our own hands, we
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The Presidency: Too Soon to Love Again

By Albert Gore

CLEVELAND—What is it that gives
one such an eerie feeling about the
1972 Presidential election? The choos-
ing of a President should be a juyous,
.exultant event in our self-governing
, goclety, the very epitome of democ-
racy.
;| _Xet, the whole process now appears
desultory—dull and spiritless. Tma-
ditlonal zest and sport In American

polities deserted the country. The
m{uwb&me is fraught with doubt

~antagonism, a lack of faith and
confidence, Pretensions of patriotism,

crime, corruption and social injustice;
not because present national leader-
ship is either inspiring or endearing.
something deeply important, then,
must be present or lacking. I think it
is the latter. People yearn for a Presi-
dent they can love—they have not had
one they could love since John F. Ken-
nedy's assassination. And they hoped,
perhaps only in an undefined or even
in a subconscious way, that the 1972
election would fill their. void.

People yearn for & President to sat- :

Isfy needs that may appear tha very
apposite of politics. They want Lo be-
lieve the President is a good man and
they turn to him for a sense that
things will be all right. He is a refuge,
a source of reassurance that their jobs,
their personal rights and their future
will be secure.

Then, too, people want & sense of
legitimacy in the Presidency—they ex-
pect him to be a master politician who
yet remains above politics.

But, in 1072, fate has somehow
dealt with them capriciously — they
feel jilted, cheated. Neither Mr. Nixon
nor Mr. McGovern fills their sense of

need.

President -~ Nixon's cleverness 1s
widely recognized, too vividly for him
to be popularly accepted as above
politics: Senator McGovern proved his
political skill in the primaries, but he
Jost his image of gallantry in the
Fower plays of the convention, in the
unfortunate Eagleton affair, and in
comproimising with the party regulars.

The - challenger’s | increasing stri-
dency has indicated a desperpiion in
his candidacy while the incumbent re-

mained strateglcally: ensconced in the .

White Housa lest, perhaps, the “re-

¢lect the President” campaign becomes
confused with Richard M, Nixoa. .
Though McGovern is perceived,.1 bes
lieve, as a moral man, his performance
has not yet widely stirred confidence
i his capacity to lead, Nixon'has un- |
doubtedly demonstrated an_ abifity: to .
use the power of the idenc; hﬂ 4
leaves unsettling doubts as 40..the .
tightful way of acting in the
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without a measure of enthusiasm -
or the degree of adulation whi¢h many
(including me, 1 admit) desire, we
have the opportunity apde duty to
pause and Teassess our social order,
to examiné the extent to which the
claims and credibilities of each candi
date are material or myth, lilusion o
issue; and to ponder the mianner and
style by which each candidate tends
to justify or to impair public confi-
dence in government—and thus either
sustain or subvert true self-govern-
ment. i

By theése measurements, one may
choose for President between the
{ried-and-found-wanting or ‘the du-
bisty of change and promise. How-
ever tmorous, I choose the ray. of
hope in change and for pesce,

Albert Gore, former Demecratic Sena-
tor from Tennessee, is author of "Lst
the Glory Out." :
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