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1/20/70
Dear Edg

Your large package of 1/15 on your reformilation and the fascinating letter of
the same day, on the army, came on two different days, the larger one “onday, while I
wus away, in the lawyer's phrase, having a fool for a client, the army one yesterday,
1 picked up my mail at the P.0. en route to IC and read it there, by coincidence, in
the office of a lawyer with a very active interest in this matter, I took the liberty
of showing it to him in confidence. he would like to see the file when it arrives, Have
I your perndission?

Un the way home I stopped off at NEC, which has a few of my pages of such muterial
(mine are Fil reports and I'li be giving hiw a bit more now that I know he is interested). .
Without having you advance permission, I felt that to a newsman I'ud better ask first, so
1 do. The bureamu chief there appears to have had something to do with the First Tuesday
shows in any evont, his intervst lingers. I had something else I figured would interest
him, and it Jid, so I'll be stopping back next time i'm in ICy which probably will not
be until after you've had time to let me know if I can show him what you are sending and
this lotter,

No matter what the truth is about Dick's t.ng, it is significant. Agy interpretation
that suggested itself when I read it has to be. I've not had a chance to look at it since
1 read it yeaterday wounring. I'm really on & treadmill now, for the government has just
switched tuctics on a suit I'¥e filed where I'm pro se, and they dumped a clever, long,
detailed and although utterly false, superficially persuasive motion on me. Becuuse I was
out of town (it seems like they have either good inforwation or unerring instincts), six of
the 10 days allowed for response passed before I could even glance at ite Hespouding
properly will be & considerable undertaking, 4 begun by seeking an extension of time. liow
I've got the large job of first curefully wnalysing the shit and then u larger oae of
combing my files, filling in the things they omitted in seeming direct quotation, getting
the truth about sach of the many things involved, and then writing it up in as close to
legal form ss I can without, at the same tine, further turning oftf a liberal judge who
has a thing on Warren,

Soy with no wiritng at all, I've a big rush job right shead, I'1l try and read
your "rule 62) mailing as soon as I can, Here you have an assist from bureitis, which
limits the uninterrupted time I can spend at the mill. If ke mail is lightntoday or
doesn't have things that require immediate response, it may be today. In any event, as
soon as possible (it is not yet daylight, city slicker).

Withojt having read the coutents, any coument may be irrelevant, But vhen I saw
"Tax those who don't vote", I shivvered, Ynless, of course, you mean if they have the
option of a negative vote, the idea I like, Sure as hell you wouldn't want to tax somebod
who refused to chose between a Nixon and ang Agnew. Or am Nixon end a HHH, whose ie no
more than a smcoth N makding sweet sounds, if you really know his record (his first
Senatorial success was a concentration-campt bill, and it passed!)

Walter is & bit put out, but not personally and not for anything more than your
failure to turn the book in, I think h. feels much as I do, so you know il this is the
case, I also agree wit him, Berfectionx,even completeness, and topical non-fiction are
mutually exclusive, I could paraphruse Che, but need I (about the duty of a witer). You
do not say why you wrote him, but if I get a hance to phone him, I'1l see if I can find

out and get whatever licks in seem to be those you might have had in mind,
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1'd 1like to sec that thing of Dick's very much, for knowledge, for its possible
relevance to a book I'd rusearched and laid agide and for its iumediate possibilities.
Here if 1 can have it the restrictions should Dbe explicit, for the two things that come
to mind immediately are this lawyer and the NBC DC bureay chief, who has a lingering
interest in the Army thing, Evrin's has been covled and whatever he soon does will be
glight, probably repetitiouss I know from one who knows him,

Dick seems to have had a thinyg about wme germinated by that whore Lane, for whom
Dick persists in having a high regard. I met Dick through a mutual friend. e said he'd
get the book that is sbout to come dut (abbreviated) published, I drove to D¥ to meet
him when T was sick (he didn't know it) and not supposed o be drivinge I stayed until
% p.m,., fascinated by the dialogue on so many different subjects. He is sul g:meris!

He wanted me to grab a plane the next am. and go to NYC with him where, he agsurad me,
he'd get the thing published, I coulin't, and I knew this would never hap, ety But that is
how I met Walter, for Walter phoned me and was honest from the Tirgt, Hveing been down
Hark Jaffe's raod, I knew that Walter couldn't suing it if he tried. Dick was, re.lly,
great, “e did more. le arranged for his lecturc bureau o want me. I flew to Boston, got
a great vcception, and then, suddenly, it started cooling. It seems that this is also
Lane's bureau (perhaps also arranged by Dick). Suddenly, when I kept pushing, there came
ths second-hand and roundabout response thet this conflicted with their Lane dezl. Crape
They also booked Shawe And Lane has never had any new material, nothing on King/Roy at
all, I feel that Lane meached Dick somehow, because I wrote Vick twice about the ldnds
of things on which you'd t ink he would respond inmediately and never got any fnswers
You may recall I was onto Groth long ago, and there is the remote chance that had Dick
done what I agked and had we srranged a little thing over *his, those murders would not
have been comdtted, Pretty ce teinly not by Groth, anywaye Perhps, now, his conscience
may prick a little, Perhaps he has forgotten it, or paid so litile attentior to begin
with that he didn't mit the things together.

Anyway, I remain with a liking for and ahigh regard for Lick, a really decent,
priniipled nan, I would do nothing to embsrress him, and I will be hurt when, as is
inevitable, he learns what kind of bastard Lane really in. However, my asicing Dick for
this is o futility. Walter, by Che way, also triecd to caution him about Lene. But Lane
is & salesman like few can be, and Dick is hookad on his munning-nate,

Meanwhile, what if NBC did go for this? With what thoy did on that First Tuesday
ghow, nothing else thai can Le within possibility can touch ite

Gotta get my wife ups This is the one time ol the year we: have any fixed incous,
She is a tax consultant watil 4/1%, so for the colder months, We do not go into debt
further for food and heat, but it is herd on her and wast.s tiue for me tvaking herc there
and fetching her, and interrupts just when everything is flowingesse
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I'll go over this as soon as possible. {
Good luck, end fhankse



