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The Defense Department
confirmed yesterday that it
has conducted counterespion-

age operations in West Ger-
many in which it has investi-
gated antl-Army groups that

allegedly encourage Ameriean
soldiers to desert their units.

However, Army and Penta-
gon officials insisted that the
spying activities were known
to the West German authori-
ties and conformed to United
States regulations and ' Ger-
man-American agreements.

They also stated that the ac-
tivities would continue “as
long as we have forces abroad,
as long as there is concern
about such things as sabotage,
desertion and theft, and as
long as these things are done
within the law.”

The Pentagon statements
were made in response to a
detailed story in The New
York Times in which the pa-
per's Bonn correspondent, re-
lying on Army military intelli-
gence agents in West Ger-
many, listed examples in
which local German clvilians
and organizations had been
placed under surveillance.

Army spokesman Col. Phil-
lip H. Stevens refused to con:
firm that West German civil-
ians had been among those
subjected to the surveillance,
as stated in the newspaper's
story.

“I am not aware of any Ger-
man civilians being invelved,"
he said.
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