bave, Jerry snd Ceriy, ro fmy spying ou Llacly Vold War II Wi )/27/93
throngh the Pr,: r Peoples Campaign, or ~.hrﬂm(l T say Federalist Yaprs # 25 updated?

Dt B 11(]'1,, a ; c iphis Comaoreial ¢ppeal cﬂrr:l.cd a lengthy series of articles cles-
cribed abo®#€, T hoard about it on the CIS radio morning news that Sundqy morning ati1 a.0le
bubt it weos wdssing from that neuscast al;gfigjm. and + did not hear it repeated again
witil Cong. Jolm Levis mrde a public grerang for the Amy to dgiclose all such records
-oi‘ for the au ropriaic douse and Scnate cormittees to hald hearings on it. I suw nothing é 4 V_)
in the togt but A% /zc'n;'ricd o story on what Lewis sald that appeared in the local papers. p
Svodey evening i friond Woyne Chasbain, “emphis lawyer and former Prnss:fcimitar

reporter, ;hcim:zf e ke toll we of this story. He went out and got another papar and clipped
ontd sent ne the stories. They are quite surprising for that reactionary paper and they are
not surpricing in Leaving ot any details of the most significant Memphis angle, the Army's
spy:i.n{‘;'on ‘*\4_113 at the time ho was assagsinated.

Digression for the rocord and phout those papers, afternoon 2ditlon closed down,
Seripps Hoara ovnership. Vayne met with me often and into the early morning when I was in
lomphis, Alie mot publicly, usually in the restaurant of the #lbert Pick Motel, where Bud
Fensterual, Jim Lesar and I usually ﬁyed,\—'r im and I when Bud was not there. Jim spotted

[xh g?vcu Fom ﬁ;ﬁl-mc'e ))n ug and his mail from the Supreme Court was tdrn dpen before he got it.
ayne vas fire I A differsal reason was piven but I believe it was over his public asso-
c:utw on i th mo, much more than that on any other roperter. Only the out-of-tom press met

with me nights. The setilement the papers gave him enabled him to go to law school. When
we met Vayne told me about observing unmarked cars loaclc_c%_' uzth communications equipment
outgide the chureh in which Km,:' c}’xtem%rised his Ilow,rtaﬁs.j eell the night before he was
I7illed. Acide Tron the briefest metion of Army suyweillnaces on King at that time with a
picture of some eqlipment in an autho, there is no further mention of this most significant
Yemphis anglu. The stories nonetheloss are quite significont. It is too early to learn from
Jerry uhothor the college has the equipment for copyJ.ng full nov spapc..r pages. If I canno
‘mt tiig conicd Tor you that "a_{ is will De quit jm.lumrd to use. W'f ”’@ 72

As soun as L heard the ncf»ca"t I vrote the Commercial Appeal asldng for a copy of the
story and for copilue of the records they gol under FOIA or in the albternative the identifi-
cation of their requost so it ean be duplicated wi‘uhoquuyingj search fees and without delay.
Ag of yeoterday'' mail, no iesponse.

Aaide from tracing the history of this parancid Army domestic intelligence, vhich at
the begining iMeluded K’_L,{"'"-" mat ranl g";uu"athcr and then his father, the stories contain
tidbits of iuteresting infomadiion, Like Uhem Spingarn headed the ITAACE he waa a2 formal Army
informer on it,his assoviates end others and he even gave tho Army its membership l:].st. J

ofm./t Tl damy even trained tho Klan in lbssissippd :ml it collaboated with mllitaryd;and-
( dangerons groups of the far righ t., The Klan training ua., military.

There is luch that raioataf:/-t]u.n Army ac .ivity thal is notl mentioned and probably was



not lmoen to the reporter, Thompidins. The Awmy was involved in other domestic activities.
It provided strilebre kers for some of the most spcetacular strilkes and massacres of that
errly pejrod, just bofors and continuwing after Vo-ld War I. As did the Amefican Legion and
as the MBI helpead.
I hov: o dim recollution of our knowledge on the Senate Civil Yiberties Fommit-tee of
tho Ay —an rolationship. I'1l see if my friend Sol has a clearer recollection.
. I aln0 beliove, although I'm not now absolutely certain, that the l"Ir_rt::i.l:'m.aj Guard also
vas deoply involved in anti-labor and poszibly other dowestic activities.
When I hiave copics I'1l sent them. The story is well worth careful readingg and
posoible class uses.
The friy's shying ranged frow clechonie to shadowing as described in these stories.
Proparing this story represents a considerable investment, as the 'm’p@er indicates.
It ig not lilely that any local paper would meke so large an investment for a non-local
shory. The lemphis part, particularly viat the paper had on the spying at the time of the
#iny: oscassination, is bavely indicated al't'.houg}f;ﬁ’.s the part that got the major attention
on the CIS networls newn for uhiel it wasg not a locsl otory. In thinking about how strange
this is T rocalled what Chegtain told me, that the editor wnder whon the work was done,
mest @f it, vas killed in en auto sdoident. Angus HeBochern (ﬁﬁunounced I-icCarra.n) suc-—
cendad Lin. Ao Chastein commented when I hoted how vadical a departure from this paper's
%/cn interest in such a story is, spealdng of HeBachern, "Why he used to work for the
SDIMY (I think av a %clor‘.: ulile moing to college.) I believe that it is McBacherm who dic-—
tated that all that io obviously uissing be onilted. M"'E_ Y all that investsent he could
not, especially just as he was bei{l:ilin{‘,‘ as exccutive editor, 111 the m y&&gxgiiz%
he had aliost all that relates to I__iomplﬁ.s omitied. If.reCall nothing that' any wvhite would
objeet to having weported. While the story nakes refererce tu the activities of and rcports
fro nnd 4o the,Amgy Intelligonce 111 unit at Fort HePherson, Ga., it malkes no roference
bue iiles hold, if froflm no other source, from the FDII.' +he FBI's domestic spy:‘.hg

< B ‘1.'_'1.‘(k
in Hemplis copics of whgih werc routed there and the reports of the ‘emphis police spying
ineluded i these FII reportse Tho Memulris police "rod" squad stated in a lawsuit far
145 deoontic s oying that 1t had destroyed all copiea. If 5o, the FBI'w and those of the
pdlitary would seem to be the only copies extant.
What also ssens 40(1:1 io that +he reporter was eo uni.sformed on the subject in general
that he rove the Poor Peoples Campalpn was in supoort of the santtation worlers. dnd these

:.-diting wera go irmorant they did not cateh this.
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