Y SECRET
® EVIDENCE
% ON THE

e unnatural quiet of the security room of
the National Archives in Washington, beneath
a sad row of naked light bulbs, the records of
e Warren Commission investigation of the mur-
der of President Kennedy rest in a long double line
ol gre-n metal shelves. It is not a pleasant sight.
asks: Is this the end of Camelot?
'I'l.e thousands of pages of documents amassed
by the commission are stored in gray cardboard
hmm alongeide the rsical exhibits, including
ee Harvey Qswald's 6.5mm. M i
cano rifle. The windowless secu
tected by 2 heavy steel door w
5}'slcr'1 The sntire room is, in effect, a vault; only
three persons know how to open the black com-
bination lock on the door.

Only members of the Archives staff who have
been cleared for security may enter this room. No
photographs may be taken Inside It
The great bulk of the-documents in the room,

ut 80 percent, were published by the Warren

Commission in 1964 or were made public later. But
segregated from these, in one compartment of the

security room, g hm.esn‘

ing documents

4 KENNEDY
| ASSASSINATION . o000 ws:

that no ane outside of the Government or the
arren Commission has read.

By estimate of the National Archives, 10 feet,
or Bppfnximﬂﬂ:i 25,000 pages, of Warren Com-
mission files remain closed in these boxes. Many of
the closed documents are classified, some beanms
the red-ink stamp: TOP SECRET.
Here are some sample titles of secr

8 'lkD a .uu Scwet K(. B agent who
e United States 10 weelks after
of President Kennedy.

[ A CIA repart on Lee Harvey Os
in Mexico, dated October 10, 196:
fore the assassination.

O A memo to FBI director J. Edgar Hoover from
Rmhard l[clms. ticled, “ er Harvey Oswald’s

" About the U

counsel 0( the

“Soviet Use of Assassination and Kidnpgping."
4 4
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the Warren Commission documents still closed to
public inspection more than four years after the
death of the President.

Officials in charge of the files feel that there are
good reasons why some must remain locked, at
least for now. I believe that mare could and should
be made public. In any event, it is possible to re-
port in detail for the first time on just what is
closed and why the Government says it is closed.

For President Johnson and his Administration,
the closed 20 percent of the Warren Commissioy
files presents an almost insoluble dilemma: So lon
as even one [ile rimains closed, there will always
be those who maintain that the secret of the as-
sassination is locked inside it.

From the very start, the Warren Commission
realized that it would probably never succeed in
ending doubt and speculation about the assassina-
tion. This was apparent when the commission held
its first meeting on December5, 1963, behind closed
doors at the National Archives.

The air locks in the massive windows muted the
sound of traffic putside on Pennsylmnia Avenue

Q.

These files are among the roughly 20 percent of %
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Mass., and Capt. Andrew Monti, chief
of staff services for the Vermont State

Police,
Whenever [ finished a written report,
1'd phone Attorney General Richard-
son's office in the statehouse, and his
edministrativeassistant, Walter Parker,
near

fand but | identified many of its allies
in busi and politics. T told about

Father Kenneth B. Murphy, a Catholic
priest, to found Rescue [nc., & suicide-
prevention service, We manned a tele-
phone zround the clock to take calls
from people who were contemplating

the immediate crisis had passed, One of

yself running a neat [ittle in-
telligence network. If anything.

was mare tension for me in this
of my undercover work than

:
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bursts of speed. At home I kept my .38
with me at all times, even at night
when 1 couldn't sleep—which was of-
ten—and sat up reading. Eveatually,
my doctor had 1o prescribe pills to co.-

Mafia “legitimate” enterprises, includ-
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phony business erpenses."
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with other bits and pieces. You never
find out what use your particular bits
and pieces have been, and it is difficult
to establish a cause-and-effect relation-

I had hoped that the entire interlude
would just fade away, but, after ignor-
ing me for months, the Mafia made one
more attempt to use me. [t heard I was
under consideration to become execu-
tive director of the New England Citi-

Crime Commission.
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