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James Angleton: Superspook or Tragic Figure?
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Hy Davin lexdrirs?

The lterature on James Angleton, for-
mer chief of couterinieiligence for the
Coptral Intelliponce Ageacy. couid LlF a
snvall Trakshistl

Mr. Angleton's first chronicler was neue
other than Harold “Kin'™ Philby, the Sor

The Booksheif
“Wildornvss of Mirrors™
By Dacid . Murtin. Harper &
Rore, 246 pages. SIZ50.

viet "mole” who penetrated the top level of
the British Intelligenee Service, In his 1588
memolr, written from Moscaw, Mr. Philby
blew Mr. Angleton's cover and miischie-
vously recalted the *'genuine friendliness”
between him and Mr. Angleton during the
late 12408,

When these embarrassing sections of
the Philby book were summarized in The
Washington Post in 1968, Mr. Angleton was
frate. He prompuly severed his iriendship
with Ben Dradlee, the Post's editor—rend-
ing a relationship that had scen the Brad-
lees and thie Angletons leurning to dance
the “twist™ together in happier days.

Much as he disliked that first mention
by Mr. Philby, Mr. Angleton has seemed—
to some of his former colleagues at the
CIA—to be cultvating publicity !n the
years sinee his forced reticement in 1974,
His detractors polnt to a recent wave of
“ Anpletonia” ns cvidence that Mr. Angle-
ton and some of his former assaciates have
been using journalists in their battle for
vindication and revenge.

A simpler explanation for the recent Lie-
erary laterast in Mr. Angleton fgthat he is
—in the view uf friends und foes alike—the
most faseinating, and perhaps the most
powertul, personality the CIA has yet pre-
duced. In “Orelids for Mother,” a thinly
dissmised novel by Aaron Latham, intelli-
gence bulfs began (o leam of Mr. Angle-
ton’s passion for cultivating rare Nawers;
i mothod of playing espionnge agents
slowly, like trout on 2 fishing line; and his
Jiabit of chainsmoking * ¥irginia Slma."

In a 1975 nonfiction account culled
“Legend,” by Edward Jay Epstein, read:

ers were bricfed an Mr. Anglelon’s chilling -

tiheory that e Soviels have been sending
Luse delnetors to the U.S, lo seduce and
demoralize the CIA And in “The Fourth
Man,” by Andrew Noyie, they thrilled ot
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his qulet pla in unmasking Me. Fhilky il
pther Brittah teailars, Ty these Locks, Mr.
Abpleton soemed o personily tho nwilight
world of eapiomiee that hud previosty sur
faced only In spy Tictie,

Gavid Martin, a reporter for Newswiek
minmazine, has turned the Angleton saga -
sule out In his new book, “Wikleeness of
Mirtors.’ In place of the prevailing view of
Mr. Angleton 13 an eccentrie superspook,
Mr. Martin argues that ke is a poartragie
figure, whuse own career was finally de-
stroyed hy the climate of suspician e hod
iustituted at the CIA,

Mr, Martin researched his book In o
way that Mr. Angleton, as un intelligence
professionul, must find anneyingly famil-
far: a classic double-cross,

The book opers with Mr. Martin coafid-
ing that Mr. Anglewn wns once his
wgource,” with whom he held “perhaps
more than 3 hindred"* corversatons in the
years afler 1974, Indecd, he notes, “An-
gicton encouraged my first thoughts of
writing 2 book—although that Look sup-
posedly was to be a study of the late Wil-
linmm Harvey, ancther ct the CIA'S great
characters, Some material on Mr. -
vey's coverl career remains in the hodk
tir. Martit ultimately produced, but its
pages are dominated by the enigmatic Mr.
Angleton.

The reporter-source relationship ended
suddenly, two yeurs ago, when Mr., Marlin
bagan to explore one of the strangest rid-
dles thut haunts inteliigence journolism:
the allegation that Mr. Angleton, the CIA'S
chief mole hunter for 20 years, may him-
self have been a Soviet agent.

This allagation strikes most people who
know Mr. Angleton o preposterous. But
the fact that sach 2 case was actually pre-
pared by one of Mr, Anzleton's assoelilles
on s CIA counterfutelligence staff-nnd
preseited 0 top-level ClA eiftelals in 1974
—sugpests the corrosive power vl the ana-
Iytical methed that Mr. Angieton himsetf
had ehampioned,

‘I'his method started with the plausible
assumption thal there was A Soviet mole
within the CLA, and then tried to deduce
wha tae mole was on the basis of minule
facts and discrepancivn in a patticular C1A
oificer's tecord, Bventually, Mr. Angle:
ton's number came up,

The allegation, howaver dubivus, Is con-
tained on 26 hours of tipe recorded in 1974
by Mr. Angeltun’s accuser. The tape i3
said o be held in strlét secrsey in the of-
fice of CIA Direstor Sianstieid Turner.

1t's fronte that the case was rejected by
then CIA director Witliam Colby, the same
man who flred him later that year. Mr.
Martin notes that br. Colby's reason for
dismissing his counterintelilgence chict—
his dislike of what be viewed ns Rr. Angle-
ton's hypersuspicicts metiods—prevented
nim from tekinp serionsly tie similarly
canspiratorial case mede aguinst Mr. Ane
rletan.

Mr. Martin's walerlving thesis Is that
ditring Mr. Aniletua’s 20 years a8 Chiet of
Counterintelligonze, the ClA became lost in
a “wilderness of murrors.”” The phrase, it
should be noted, was Mr. Angleton's own:
he used 1 19 deseribp wiat he befieved was
A massive Saviel EGB deceplion campitirn
apainst the Yest, in which nothing the ClA
touched could be tully trusted.

Loviet defectors were Nialy to be (alse
detegtors: apents recruited by the CLA
were likely to he Sowiet double agonts,
feeding “disinfocmation’ to thely CLA cuse
uffcers.

within the CIA, ths view of a neasty ine
vinethle KGI came o be known as the
pen-foot-tall syndrome,” and many o
niey CTA nffieers believe that it nedrly par-
alyzed the CIA'S own operations rangt
e Soviets. They eontend thal Mr. Angle-
ton's shepticism was so withering ard per-
vasive that, during part of the 1989s. the
apency neariy gave op trying o recruil
sples behiud the tren Curtain,

The problem with this critique of the
Argleton methed i that much of the time,
Mr. Angletan was tight. Relinhle ovidencs
suggests that many of the ClA's stuynesed
recrdits during the 13608 were. in fact, St-
viel double agents. and there Is also some
ayidence that Saviet “disinformation” dur-
ing (his peried ccutributed W erroncous
ClA estimates of Soviel strategle capabili-
tivs and polities] gouls. CIA officers didn't
fike petng told by hir. Angleton thas ey
were drawing water frant A poisoned well,
but in many Instances, he was correct,

swilderness of Mirrors™ should be read
partly as a battle Aoenment i the war of
jonke between former ClA olficers. Mr.
Martin’s sources—bosiile to My, Angleten
—have arpued their case with 2 remacks-
uly detailed nccoust of the nterinl dis-
putes about the defectors ond double
ngents that ted the CIA in knois ducing Lhe
19605, But already, ths Angleten forecs are
challenging parts ol the book, and rebut
Lals will surely foilow.

Intelligence buls will savor each new
revalation. So too, undoubtedly, will the
KGB. But the discussion may be of imitad
interest to the general reader. who cansot
ke blamed if he dacldes 10 leave the tor-
wous logic af conntenpielligence lo the
| rolesshaitls,

M. [gnatius, wha cmsers the Senute for
the Journal's Wishington havead writes
frequently abuit infelligence mallers.
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