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Report Says Mafia Tﬁed to Use CIA

. Mafia godfathers wanted fo knock
off Cuban President Fidel Castro in
the 1960s before the Ceritral Intelli-
gence *Agency’ recruited
b. They accepted the 's con-
to kill Castro in order to compro-
m:se the federal government.

These are some of the startling con-
clusions that the House Assassinations
Committee will present in its final re- '
.Port. The report hasn't yet been re-

‘ leased to the publie, but we can report
it will air the CIA-Mafia plot agajnst
: Cnst.ro thoroughly. .

- “The report will raise the poasibility
ﬂm the plot to -assassinate Castro
might somehow have backfired

. against the late President Kennedy, al-
though the committee will largely ex-
.onerate Castro from lnvolvement in

«~ the Kennedy killing. :

» +“Organized crime was :cuve in at-

,-tempts to assassinate Castro indepen/
* dent any activity it engaged in with

! _.the 0 declares the unreleased re-

,Quoﬁng a mweerat w'n repbrt
notes that “it was possi-'’

_ ‘hle that the CIA simply found itself in-"

‘yolved in plr ding additional resour-

- ces. for indépendent ‘operations that”
the syndicate already had underway "
a.sense, the CIA may have beén .
i -backing on the ssmdlcate 4
., Adds the committee report: “
,-eimdcrime ecide toamisﬁ S

crime as leverage to prevent prosecu-
tion for unrelated offenses.”
In other words, the ‘mob intended to

to do ; use the'CIA as a tool to force the fed-

‘eral ,gOVernment into easing its pres-
‘sure on the underworld.

The committee criticized the CIA for
concealing its anti-Castro activity from
the Warren Commission. The plot”

--.against Castrp states 'the ' report,

“should’ Have/ been a%gressively ex-
plored” by the Warren ion.
By way of background, the CIA had

+-two operations going against Castro in

the 1960s. One-involved a high official
of - Castro’s government, named
Rolando Cubella but known to the CIA
as AMLASH. He persuaded the CIA
that he was willing to organize a coup

‘against the Cuban dictator. The CIA

was ‘in 'contact with AMLASH from
March 1961 until June 1965.
The other’ plot, initiated in 1960 a

‘few months after Castro ousted Ful-

gencio Batista, involved CIA reeruit-
' ment of U.S. mobsters to kill Castro.
. Thi§ plan was pﬂlcia]ly scrapped in
February, 1963, nine months before
Kennedy was ted.
.'st-zveeraémt:g: the Se]nsteeamtelli-
conclu that
o would not have blamed Ken-
“nedy for the CIA-Mafia plots against
him. “Castro probably would not have
beer certain that the ClA \ was behind

. :
d wﬂdmt‘ operations by Cuban exi-
“which ‘were not affiliated Iﬁ any

way with the CIA,” the Senate report -
said.

. The House committee is not so sure, -
“however. It was ‘“upable’ to confirm
“the findings of

e Senate committee -
that there were reasons to discount -
the dangers to President Kennedy and . -
that may have resulted from CIA asso- .
ciations with the Mafia in anti-Castro
activities.” :

Indeed, the House committee report

concludes, if Castro erred in his as- -
sumptions ahout the Kennedy admin=-
istration’s involvement, “it was in the -
direction of attributing more, not less, = .
US. govemment coutrol over at};empts :
to depose him
A stillsecret CIA report supports ?
this position. But the CIA report agrees
with the Senate committee that the .
Mafia plots ended months before the
Dallas shooting and therefore would
have had minimal/influence on Castro. - -
Here again, the House committee is
not so sure. “The record is clear that
the relationships created by these
plots did not terminate in February,
1963, nor had the threat to Castro or -

. President Kenpedy abated by that

time,” states the report, made availa-
ble to our associate Tony Capaccio. -
“There is insufficient evidence to con- _
clude that the inherently sinister rela- .
tionship became benjgn before Nov.

22,1963

Asto!heurlginsotthemhlafmal

"' Hance to, kill Castro, the House report
Castro™ ‘ <! notes that both parties had motives for
een CIA-encouraged plots .

eliminating the Cuban dictator. The
CIA’s were political; the mob's were fi-
nancial. -. T 243
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Secret report to air findings ‘_
on CIA-mafia plot vs. Castro

WASHINGTON — Mafia godfathers
wanted to knock off Cuban Primier
Fidel Castro in the 1960s before the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency recruited them
to do the job. They accepted the CIA's
contract to kill Castro in order to com-
promise the federal government.

These are some of the startling con-
clusions that the House Assassinations
Committee will present in its final
report. The report hasn't yet been
released to the public, but we can report
it will air the CIA-Mafia plot against
Castro thoroughly. '

The report will raise the possibility
that the plot to assassinate Castro might
somehow have ba ed against the
late President Jo in F. Kennedy,
although the committee will largely ex-
onerate Castro from involvement in the
Kennedy killing, :

""Organized crime was active in at-
tempts to assassinate Castro indepen-
dent of any activity it engaged in with
the CIA,"” declares the unreleased
report,

Quoting a top-secret 1877 CIA report,
the committee notes that ‘it was possi-
ble that the CIA simply found itself in-
volved in providing additional resources
for independent operations that the syn-
dicate already had underway ... In a
sense, the CIA may have been piggy-
backing on the syndicate.” )

Adds the committee report: “Organiz-
ed crime decided to assist the CIA for
two reasons: CIA sponsorship would
mean sanctioning and logistical sup-
port; and a relationship with the CIA in
the assassination of a foreign leader
could be used by organized crime as
leverage to prevent prosecution for
unrelated offenses." i

In other words, the mob intended to
use the CIA as a tool to force the federal
government into easing its pressure on
the underworld. .

The committee is critical of the CIA
for concealing its anti-Castro activity
from the Warren Commission. The plot
against Castro, states the report,
“should have been aggressively ex-
plored” by the Warren Commission in
1963-84.
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By way of background, the CIA had
two operations going against Castro in
the 1960s. One involved a high official of
Castro’'s government, named Rolando
Cubella but known to the CIA as
AMLASH. He persuaded the CIA that he
was willing to organize a coup against
the Cuban dictator. The CIA was in con-
tact with AMLASH from March 1961, un-
til June 1965,

The other plot, initiated in 1960 a few
months after Castro ousted Fulgencio
Batista, involved CIA recruitment of
U.S. mobsters to kill Castro. This plan
was officially serapped in February
1963, nine months before Kennedy was
assassinated,

Several years ago the Senate In-
telligence Committee concluded that
Castro would not have blamed Kennedy
for the CIA-Mafia plots against him,
“Castro probably would not have been
certain that the CIA was behind the
underworld attempts," the Senate panel
decided.

Nor would Castro have distinguished
between CIA-encouraged plots and
wildeat operations by Cuban exiles
“which were not affiliated in any way
with the CIA," the Senate report said.

The House committee is not so sure,
however. It was "‘unable to confirm the
findings of the Senate committee that
there were reasons to discount the
dangers to President Kennedy that may
have resulted from CIA associations
with the Mafia in anti-Castro ac-
tivities." The committee also doesn't
buy the Senate panel's view that Castro
wouldn’t have blamed Kennedy for th
CIA plots. ’

Indeed, the House committee report
concludes, if Castro erred in his assump-
tions about the Kennedy administra-
tion’s involvement, “it was in the direc-
tion of attributing more, not less, U.S.
government control over attempts to
depose him,"

The still-secret CIA report supports
this position. But the CIA report agrees
with the Senate committee that the
Mafia plots ended months before the
Dallas shooting and therefore would

have had minimal influence on (

Here again, the House com;
not so sure. “The record is elea;
relationships created by these
not terminate in February, 1963
the threat to Castro or Presid:
nedy abated by that time," st
report, made available to our s
Tony Capaccio. “There is ins
evidence to conclude that the in
sinister relationship became
before Nov. 22, 1963.”

As to the origins of the CI
alliance to kill Castro, the Hous
notes that both parties had mof
eliminating the Cuban dictat
CIA's were polticial: the mol
financial. ’

Their partnership may go dow
most sordid relationship in U.S. |

SINGLE-ISSUE POLITICS: Ir
of close elections and sing
pressure groups, a politician's
often hangs on his position on or

tion of public policy,
The gun lobby shot down form
Clifford Case, R-N.J. Forme

William Hathaway, D-Me., went
defeat for favoring thc Panams
treaties. So did former Sen. Dick
D-lIowa,

As the pressure groups line u
sights for the 1980 elections, one
nent target is startled to find him
one particular single-issue grou
list. Sen. Frank Church, D-Idat
been marked for political extinc!
the anti-abortionists despite his g
ly conservative stand.

Like the -right-to-lifers, Chur
poses abortion, but accepts the n
it where the mother's life is in ¢
He even favors letting he
employees refuse to handle abort
religious grounds,

But Church would permit abort
cases of rape or incest, or wh
mother would suffer severe and
damage if denied abortion. Fi
right-to-lifers, this slight devianc:
the orthodox line is enough to
Church in with those who favor at
on demand.



