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PURPOSE: To furnlsh information in rebut al to a Jack p R
Anderson and Les Whitten article appearlng in the 1/17/717 ;
edition of "The Washington Post," .
Germ Warfare Plans," : -
-~ ‘alleged "that the FBI had in its files at leadt 69 reports
on the pre-assassination activities of Lee-Harvey Oswald. )
Only 46 of-these were summarized for the Warren Commission; -* : )
the remaining 23 were held back. "\ PV »
.:' . - .‘.. - e "'-'."" ’,‘,
- §

SYNOPSIS:

An itemization of 69 documents comprising thé

Lee Harvey Oswald pre-assassination file (105-82555) was iy
furnished to the Warren Commission by letter on 5/4/64 :

and these documents were reviewed by a staff member of

that commission on 5/4/64.

Warren Commission described each of the 69 documents and

was published as Commission Exhibit 834, —
DB > 4R-0F060
Additionally, a 10/29/75 1nq§1ry relating tQ _

This 5/4/64 letter tothe

Oswald's pre-assassination file was received from the

House Subcommittee on Civil and Constitutional nghts,ﬂ

Conmittee on the Judiciar

and was answered. During
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November and December 1976, excised copies of the 69 documents

were reviewed by Congressman Christopher Dodd, a member of

iii;/0$wald pre-
5u,444“ {- '

the Subcommittee.
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No basis found for allegation
assassination material withheld.
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Pcelman to Gallagher Memorandum

Fe: ASSASSIIATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. LENNEDY

DI'TAILS: Attached is a copy of a 9/17/76 Bureau letter
to the Assistant Attorney Gencriel, Office of Ieqgislative
Mfiirs, enclosing an LIHM (attached) cavtioned, “llouse
Sulcemmittee on Civil and Constitutional PRights Committee
on the Judiciary," dated 9/17/76, wherein it is pointed
out: that a 5/4/64 letter from Mr. Loover to Mr. Ranlin . "
identified the 69 documents conrlituting the Oswald ' na
filc prior to t@g JFK assassinatiqn.

“In addition, the 9/17/76 LHM points Sut that on
5/4/64, Mr. Samuel Stern, staff member of the Warren
Commission,..made an item—pyfitem comparison of the file (A. H.

~Belmont to Mr. Tolson memorandum, '5/5/64) with the itemization

of documents set forth in Mr. Hoover's 5/4/64 letter which .
is identified as Warren Commission Fxhibit 834 and is - - N
published in Volume XVII, pages 804-813 of the "Hearings -
Before The President's Commission On -The Assassination. Of )
President Kennedy." (Copy attached). = T . 3
On 11/17/76, Congressman Christopher Dodd and
Alan Parker, Chief Counsel of the Committee on Civil and
Constitutional Rights of the louse Judiciary Committee, S
reviewed excised copies of 69 documents that comprised -
the Burcau's file on Lee Harvey Oswald at the time of the
assassination of President Kennedy. Congressman Dodd spent
approximately three and one half hours on this review but
failing to complete same, he expressed a desire to return
to FBI Hecadquarters during the week 'of 11/22-26/76 to
finish his review. Records of the Office of Congressional
Affairs (OCA) reflect that Congressman Dodd returned to
FBIHQ, 12/17/76, to continue this review, following which,
he adviseéd further review was required vhich he would
arrange through OCA. Ilie has not returned as of this date,

e e e e

Approximately 40 volumes of files were reviewed '
for the pertinent time frames in the Warren, Oswald and
other files in an effort to resolve the allegation that
"46" reports "were summarized for the Warren Commission®
and "23 were held back."™ No factual basis for such an
allegation was found during that review.

Ly d . -
; In addition, the 69 items listed in. the 5/4/64 -
lettex"to the Commission were compared against the actual
file documents. It was found that 55 of the 69 were
scrialized documents and 14 were unrccorded serials in
the file. No basis for a 46 to 23 ratio was found as a

result of that comparison.
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Jack Ande-on and Les Whitten

U.S., Cuba Had Germ Warfay

THE \f,\‘illl\(}_TO\ POST

The United States and Cuba appar-
ently planned to wage germn warfare
against one another’s livestock a few
years back.

The Senate intelligence coinmittee §s
Investigating the startling charye that
the CIA spread African swine fever in
Cuba. The disease devastated the fs-
Jand's pig population.

Now we have learned that the Cu-
bans had a scheme of their own to in-
fest US. cattle with hoof-and-mouth
disease. The idea eventually was aban-
doned, but in April, 192, Cuban polit-
bire member Antonio Nunez Jimene
discussed the hool-and-mouth plo{
with four top Cuban scientists. ‘

The amazing story has been buried

" In intellizence documents, which we

_have npw scen. :

Nunez Jimenez Informed the four
sclentists, according to an intellicence
memo, “that Cuba was now ready to
glve the United States a ‘dose of its
own medicine.’

“Nunez Jimenez further explained,”
continued the memo, “that Cuba had
the ability, through specially trained
agents, to destroy the cattle industry
of thg United States by sprcading an
epizootic fever known ‘commonly as °*
‘hoof-and-mouth disease.” *

A hoof-and-mouth epidemic would
have forced the destruction of the in-
fected catlle. An outbreak in the
United States in 1929 and in Mexico in
1936 wiped out millions worth of live-
stock.

Federal agents, alarmed at the first-
petson account of Nunez Jimenez
threat, made further inguiries aod
found that “the Cuban government
had opened a bacteriological labora-
tory in Soroa, Pinar del Rio Province.”

'[his secret lab, “Jocated in the for-

mer orchid gardens of Soroa,” was run
by a Spanish exile named Dr. Martinez’
Viera. e was assisted by a Cuban and
a former American resident. The fat-
ter was a woman who washed the test
tubes and vials used by Viera, reported
the memo. -

At the time of the memo, writténin

' 1963, it appeared that “Nunez Jimenez

bad made arrangements for three So-
viet bacteriologists to take over the
Jaboratory.” {

One purpose of the lab, interesting-
ly, was to “deterinine the causa of an
epidemic which compl:tely destroyed
the birds of a turkey farm.” How ever,
we can find no evidence that the tur-
keys, like a reported 500,000 Cuban
pigs, may have beea the victims of CIA
-germ warfare.

Avother Coverup—There is no
longer any question about it; both the
FBI and CIA withheld essential facts
frora the Warren Commission about
the ascassination of President Kenne-

y.

The FBI never allowed the commis-
sion access 1o its files, and the mem-
bers were so intimidated by the late
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover that

they never protested. Ipstead, they re- -

ked upon FBI suminaries and Hoover's
letters. .

We have now learned. for example,
that the FBI had in its files at Jeast GO
reports on the pre-assassination activi-
ties of Lee Harvey Oswald. Only 6 of
these were summarized for the War-

ren Commlission: the remaining 23 -

were held back. Thus, the comunission
accused Oswald of the murder without
considering all the available facts.

The CIA also provided the commis-
sion with sclective information and
covercd up crucial facts. Indeed, con-
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fressional Investigators say the CIA de- §
iberately lied about some of the de-

tails that were furnished to the com.
missfon. N

During the closing weeks of the Jast"
Congress, the House established a se- -
Ject assassinations comtnittee, which
has barely started jts inyestigation of -
the Kennedy killing. Yet its investiga-~
tors have already interviewed about -
Iwo dozen key witnesses who bad .
never been questioned. . :

They include people who had wit- .
hessed the shooting in 1953 and the
scene alterward inside the Dallas hos. -
Fital. Sources with important informa-*
tion in Mexico City and Miam{ were -
also Interviewed for the first time. N

Now there are disturbing reports -
that the FBI and CLA are directing an - ,
uncercover campaign against the com- >
mittee. Congressional sources say the «
two embaitled agancies are spreading g
:Ierogatory stories about the commit- g

ce. . .

The CIA, these sources say, also of-
fered to take over the committee's se-
curity. This incredible preposal would
have placed the CIA, a target of the in.
vestigation, in charge of the commit.
tee files.

After the olfer was rejected and in.
vestigators started asking embarrass-
Ing questions, the CIA allegedly urged
the Scnate intcllizence commiltee to
take the lead in investigating the Kea. .
nedy assassination. Apparently, the
CIA felt that the Senate ¢ommiitece |
would be more friendly. N

Footnote: At this writing, the CIA -
has not responded to our request fora
comment. A Justice Departinent
spokesman said the FBI js cooperating
fully with the coaunittee, not obstruct-
irgit. ’ - .
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The great germ warfare that wasn’t .

T

Ext, AHoirs _______
Fin. & Pers.

Gen. Inv. __\—"

J T IACK ANDIRSON——— o,

-

and LES WHITFTEN , _ ' Intell. U
) Legol Coun. _ __. . %
\VASZll.\‘G'I‘ON--App:n'ently, the United - . Plan.& tnsp. g
St tes and Cubia planred to wage germ Rec. Mgt.
warfare agiainst one another's livestock a few S.87. Serv.

vears bai. The Senate Intellizence Comnmitlee I8 v
alieady invectipating the starthing charge that the - Spec. tnv., Y
CIA spread Mrican swine fever In Cuba. The disease

Training ..
devastatcd tte island’s pig population. Now we have -

¢ r Telephone Rm. __ :
learned that the Cubans had 2 scheme of their own : 0 ' Sec’
to infest U 5. cattle wilh hoof and-mouth disease. ) nector’s Jecy . By
s. The idea eventually was abandoned, but in April, — o
1962, Cuban Politburo member - Antonio Nuner Jk i
menet discussed the hoof and-mouth plot with feur Wt . ,
top Cuban scientists. - ' :
The amazing story has been buried In intelligence . i
documents, which we:fuve now seen. Nunez Jimenez ) ;rge CIA also provided the.commisyion with selec-
-+ fnformed the four scienlists, according to an intelli- tive information and covered up cricial facts. Indeed
gence memo, “that Cuba was now ready to give the | . congressional investigators say the CIA deliberately
United States a ‘dose of its own medicine.’ Jied about some of 4he details that were furnished to 2
“Nunez Jimenez further explzined,” continued the o the commissiof. ==+ R 2
. memo. “that Cuba had the ability. through specially’ , During the closing weeks of the last Congress, th
trained avents, to destroy the cattle industry of the - fouse established a speci ssassination ‘¢ it L
. United States by spreading an epizootic fever known which has barely slm(;ljl ﬂ-‘*aiﬁsl'na;!o.n‘_«ommnltee, :
. commonly as ‘hool-and-mouth disease.'”™ A hoof-and- Kennedy killing. Yel its im‘(;slin lesijg?‘ 'on of_ the :
mouth epidemic would have forced the destruction of interviewed about two dozen ke);a\v?ll:es a‘f‘illeady '
the infected cattle. An outbreak in the Uniled Sta'es never been questioned previously. Thev }rswt(‘judc): ha ‘
in 1929 and in Mexico in 1946 wiped out millions ple who had actually witnessed the shooting ahdptelz w
worth of livestock. scene afterward inside the Dallas hospilal. Sources
Federal agents, alarmed at the firs{-person ac- with important information~ in Mexi%o C}l and
count of Nunez Jimenez threal, made further in- Miami were also Interviewed for the first lime.y "
quiries and found that “the Cuban government had : . . eme -

opened a bacteriological laboratory in Soroa, Pinar -
del Rio Province.” This secret lab, “localed in the

former orchid gardens of Soroa,” was run by a Spaa- .

ish exile named Dr. Martinez Viera. He was assisted .

by a Cuban and a former American resident. Tle

latler was a woman who washed the test tubes ard

vials used by Dr. Viera. reported'the memo. o o
At the time of the memo, written in 1963, it -
appeared that “Nunez Jimenez had made arrange- ) .y
ments for three Soviet bactericlogists to take over The Washington Post “
the laboralory.” One purpose of the lab, interestingly, Washington Star-Newa —is
was {0 “determine the cause of an epidemic which * v News (N g 3¢ |
complelely destroyed the birds of a turkey farin™ / Dall)'l\eu's(!\eu{ York) J‘—l‘— W
' However, we can find no evidence thal the turkeys, The New York Times .
o ST meemsmtTe w semscoes soosemeses o S /( The Wall Street Journal L
liké a [epon‘led 500000 Cuban pigs, may have been . / The National Observes —_— Fe
the victims of CIA germ warfare. T o
P The los Angeles Times
There is no longer any question about it: both the
» FBI and CIA withheld essential facts fron (he War- 71
ren Cominission about the assassination of Presiden JAN 1 l 77
ohn F. Kennedy. . Date -
p We have now learned. for example. thal the FBI
. ad in its files at least 69 reports on the pre-assassi-
- nation aglivities of Lee Harvey Oswald. Only 46 of
these were sammarized for the Warren Commission;
the remai_ni;\'g 23 were held back.
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Assistaot Attoracy General
Of{fice of Lcpgislative Affairs

Director, FDI

HOUSF. SUL'CGMIA1TTERE
ON CIVIL AND CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS

CO.MITIFE ON THE JUDICIARY

Reference is nade to the yequests of the
Subcornittce datedé Cctober 29, 19/%, Sor certain documents
and information from the Fedcral Burcau of Investigatioan (fLI).

Enclosed for your approval and transnitlal to the

Subtcommittec is a nemorandum prepared as a supplcrental
_ response to thie Subcommittee's request as it conceres _iho
Lece llarvey Oswald file. Also enclosed for your recorcs is

‘r\? 4"le l,-«‘-’ l_‘\r‘-a\§7") ,%‘//\'a s

a copy of this memorandum., _ . -,
Enclosures (2) o - — ' . '
1 - 105-82555 - St '
RGK:1mj - ‘ -
(9)
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September 17, 1976

HOUSE SUDCOMMITTER =
ON CIVIL AilD COUSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS
COIMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

_ Raference is made to the October 29, 1975,
request by the Subcommittce as it pertained to the N
. Lee Harvey Oswald file of 69 docurents which existed £
at the time of the deliberations of the Warren Cormission ]
and as to which of thesoe documents were reviewed by the
Comnission and which were not so reviewed. Further reference
is made to-the response of the Federal Burcau of Investigation
-~ *(¥BI), dated Noverber 26, 1975, vhich enclosed a copy of a
lotter dated llay 4, 1964, from the then Director of the FBI,
J. Edgar.lloover, to Mr. J. Lee Rankin, CGeneral Counsel, the.-
President's Coumission, identifying the 69 docurments
constituting the Oswald file prior to the assassination of
President Jonn F. Konnedy. ' T

PESSVEY

As a supplement to the above-referenced response of
the FBI, dated MNovember 26, 1975, the following information
is being furnisheds
Records of the FBI disclose that the aforementioned
jetter to lMr. Rankin was prepared following a discussion
botween foriner assistant to the Director Alan K. Belront and
staff members of the Warren Comnission regarding the contents
of tha Oswald file up to the date of President Kennedy's
assassination. When advised by Hr. Belront that all
pertinent information had previously been furnished to the
Cormission, it was agreed that a letter from the FBI should
be directed to Mr. Rankin describing the 63 docunents
contained in Oswald's file, following which a Commission
-staff menber would review the file for an item by item e
comparison with the docusents listed in the lettoar, v

regt

1 - 105-82555

ORIGINAL AND ONE COPY TO ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

.7 OFEICE OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
RGK : ImJ
(9) ~ SEE NOTE, PAGE 2
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On May 4, 1964, Mr. S~amuel Stern of the Cormmission: 5%'
made such a review and on the same date Mr. Belmont %%_
introduced Mr. lloover's letter to Mr. Rankin before the T
Comnicsion. Mr. Belmont offered to make Oswald's file B
avoilablo for review by the full Commission; however,
that option was not exercisead. r .

. Records of the FBI further disclose that the i%'
pertinent information concerning Oswald as furnished to '
the Corwnission consisted of the following reports which
incorporated tha results of the FBI investigation of
Oswald up to the date of President Kennedy's assaasination:

Report of Special Agent (5A) John W. Fain,

.-dated July 3, 1961, at Dallas, Texas. _ T

Report bf SA John W. Faln, dated July 10, 1962, -

at Dallas, Tcxas., _ : "

; Report of SA John W. Fain, dated August 30, 1962,

at Dallas, Texas, -

Repoft of SA James P. Hosty, dated September 10,

1963, at Dallaa, Texas.

Report of SA Iillton R. Kaack, dated October 31,

1963, at New Orleans, Louyisiana.

" NOTE:
~The attached _memorandum was prepared in coordination
with sa (.‘ ‘e " uwie.._4 Legal Counsel Division, based on _
- .- request from Mr. Thomas Breen, staff member of the Subcommittee Lo

for additional information designating which documents from
the Oswald file were reviewed by the Warren Commission.
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