. Veclana, mee items 4, 4, 7, 9, and 12 of the enclosed notes which I have }mqptred

. hypothesis that Cgwald was involved in an anti-Castra ploh that mackfired.

1?35 Eig.hland PJM., Apt
Eﬂ(elﬂf. Ca, 9“’?09
Fabruary 14, 1971

¥r, leslie Whitten

1612 ¥ Street, MN.W.

Washington, D,Ca 20006

Taar Mr. Wh:ﬁ;ttml

Thanic you for your lotter of February 2, and for the coples of ;sron,r
A8 you requested, T nm enclosing the US lews & World Report article on
sasassination attempt against Cestro. For more on Reinaldo Gonzales and . Aqtorﬂq;

Werren Commiseion lxhibit 314E establishes the link betwean Congales nn
the parents of Sylvia 0din, T
As general background on the x)dio ineident, I am ssnﬂing you paces 321-:-32 3ind
of the Warresn Rapnrt and pamnes j?L-BE‘? of Sylvia YMeuaghsr's book, nr:ca"suries :
+fter the Fact,
You asked about other information I might have concerning attem=ts on
Castro's life. Ttems 3, 6, 8, and eapecially 11 of !ﬂJ’ notes are relmnt.
found that there wae rn.thar liti:le reportsd in the NY Times,and seme in the
London Times. 1 expech that, starting with the indexes to thege pepers, and =i
chacking for reports in the Cuban government or exile mress, one could gather
gquite 2 bit of detail sbout the many attempts that oceured in 1961-%3, ~°©
what T have sant you is only a small fraction of the available infor
on the Odio incident. Thers are many flawe in the Warren Cormiscion's agei
1 cdoult that T could detail them in aXletdsr or that you would have time for the
all now. The ssption from Mirs, Haagher's book is very perceptive, but che bassc
it on what the Warren Commissicn chose to publish and had aceess to only a smﬂ.'!,v
fraction of the mmpublished data in the Commission's filas: T have duosens of
such pages now, Also, there is an extensive analysis of the Odio incédent 3.11
Chaptar 11 (pages 251 f7.) of Cswald in New C(rlsans, hy Harold Welisberg. ;
I would like +o comment on two interpratations of the Odio incident which"‘
-11=;ht strilte you at firet as the most plamsible ones, but whieh T find quita
unlikely:
(1) I doubt that Odic made her story up. Although she definitely was.
having rﬂental and emotional problems, and some of her assosiates attacksd hm-_
eredibility, her ascount has stood up very well., Home visit like that she
described mrobsbly took place. (Hall and Howard, creditdd with the vieit
Warren Commission, were engaged in anti-Castre activities in Dallas, noted

time by the FEI.) Although T doubt that Odic was falriecating consciously {or "
aven unconscionsly), cthars may have deliberately daceivad her by i‘aleely 3
introducing someons elsa as "lLeon Oswald.” e
(2) 1t 1s also very unlikely that the incident hapnened just as Odio told v
it: i.e,, that Oswald came to her apartment in the presence of anti-Castro -3.
ackivists, that he made ths remarks attributed to aim about killing hemady,
and that he later did so. Superficially the Odio incident fits in with the

dowever, I do not think that the hypothesis - auperently advanced by some of ¥yo
scurces in the CIA - that Oswald was recruited by Fidel Castro to ki1l Ke ;
is tenable., Ieaving aside for the moment the argments that the rsal G!llid

not at Cdio's (and some of the arsuments used by the Commission in concluding that
he was not there ars good cnes), I would 1ike to emphasize that he was almost ths
worst possible candidate for the job. There wers certainly many Castro agents =
around without his poor markemanship and general incompetence, but most sien:
as early as Aungust 1563 - well bafore the Odio incident - Oswald was well !
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as gro-Castro, Yoth to the publie and to varions police agencles, Ie had
mblicly 1dentified himself with the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, whoes
direct links o tha Cuban govermment had been racently exposed. Your artieles Mers
cited the efforts of the CIA to make sure that its assassination teams could SOER -
siot he directly linked with the US government, Certuinly Castro would have e
taksn similar -recantiona - the use of Oswald would have bsen almost suicidal. ;

=y

Any pro-fastpo agent eonsidering the recruitment of Oswald for such a job could s
easily have aniicipated the strong anti-Castro reaction which did eecur, (As 3
“ you may lmow, bluniting of the pressures for a reprisal against Cuba was one of i)
tha reascne Farl Yarrsn was persuaded to serve on the Comaission.) |

R |

The correst exnlanation of ths (die inecident probably invelves a web of
“Antrigna and commter@intrigue, I do think that all available information should
be gatherad befors any conclusions are reached, lLet me suggest some leads that T
have not had the tims or resourcss to pursue:

* T have FOLl reportsf8f interviews with many of Udio's anti-Castro £ g
assoeintes in Dallas and elsewhere, Cften the FEI was interasted only in her L
oredibility, not hereassociations and aetivitiesy they seem to have had no intereal r nase]
in the OGonzalszz linlk, Some of these peocpls should be gquestionsd.

% (ne Feinol Gongalez, zgze B8, has recently been involved in eriminal anti-
Castro activities in loa Angeles. He may well be ralated to the person Inwelved =
in the 1961 assassination attempt, T have some cltations to articles in the LA :
arile papars, which might have relevanl background on the senior Gonzalesw.

* T have not cheeked the 1961 Uuban press for reports on Gonzalez. I think,
that some of these papers can be found only at the Lilwrary of Congress; the
Hoover Tnstitute has a good partial eollection, but I don’t know enoughtfpanish
to maks proper use of it.

* Tn addition to the many pages from the Warren Commission's unrubliihed
files which I have, there are others which I have not yet been able to obtain,

»  Althoush I have worked only with mublic docunents, thsre are several
Warran Comission eritles who have done their own investigating of the Odio
ineident. Yarold Waisberz (Route 8, Frederick, Md, 21701) has quite a bit of ;
such information which T am surs ha would bhe willing to diccuss with you. o

* Tn particular, Hall and Woward have been interviewed. They are talkative, Wi
under the right eircumstances, btut not reliahle, Attempts should he made to get * L o
more informetion from them.

There 3s a great deal of persuasive sfidndence that Oswald's relationsips with , ]
various government agenciles wers .- to put 1t mildly - not those of an authentie e D)
pro-Castro activist. Ths Warren Commission took very seriounsly the allegations 2
that Oswdld was an sgent of the FRI or CIA, but falled to rebut them adequately: . .
I could show you relevant evidence that was effectively withheld from the Warren AT
Cormmission by the agency involwved., Thus, I would suggest that your sources e
within the zovernment who fesl that Oswald was 2 fanatic pro-Castroits may not =y
be reliable on thls matter, ;

As far as I lmow, only a few people khow of the Odio-Uonzales link documented =
in the enclosures., I think that it is important, and that as thorough an inves- R
tigation ag possible should Ye made before it is further disseminated or used \
rubliely. As you can sese, no simple explanation ssems likely., I urge you to take
advantage of the work that already has been done on the (dio indident, and give =
me and other Warven Report critics the opportumity to mrovide confirmatory or =
contradiclory evidence about whatever conclusions you may draw., I would like
to hear your views on this matter, and on how I might be of further assistance.
0f course, if you happen to e in this area socon, I would be glad to meset with
you and disemss my informetion and opinions in more detail.

Sinceraly yours,

Faul L. Hoch




