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J (Asks A te summarize) N )
As Well, we found out in 1971 that a deeade eaxlier & attempts had been
made on Castre's life. I was able te find eut who was invelved, the
name of the agents, the times, the detalls--te pin them all doun very
earefully, and was able te write in Jam of 1971 that an attempt had been
made to kneek off Castrs just befors the Bay of Pizs eperatienas part
of the Bay of Pigs invasion seheme. The idea was to gt rid of the
sharismatle Castre befere the CIA invasion fores landed, They were
afrald he'd rally the treops. They wanted--they theught if he were

kllled the treops would be demeralized and disorganized,

J30ne of Kennedy's aldes, Mr. Wollngky, says that Kennedy put a
stepf te this. Is there any evidsnoe to the contrary, that Robert Kennedy
was in faet invelved imn either the ailespds or the supervisien of ths
attempts on Castre? prERELn #

Al I ean't answer elther question, I can omly s eeculate. I knew thé
the attemptzs teook plase. I have datesj I have detalls. There?s’ just
ne question abeut it. I've talked toeverybedy invelved, There were 6
attempis after the first ene failed, five addlitlonal attempts. All thege
5 esoured after the Bay of PIZm, "and therefors after Rebert Kennedy
was plaeed in eharge of the CIA. You remsmber his brothar, President
Eennedy, was so angry at the CIA ever the Bay of Pizs foperation that
he deealrsd privately that he wanted te break the CIA into » theusand
EIENMN splinters. Instead of doing that he put his hrother Rebert in
eharge, MNew 5 of these ssgsassination attempte ocenred after Baebby
Kennedy took ever. Frem what I know of the CIA I think that they would
have been very foolhaarty to have gon2 bahind the haecks of the Kennediss,
after the Bay of Plgs eperatien, =nd trisd ts kneak off Pidel Castre
without advising Robert Kennedy, I have te believe, or I have to spesulace
that he knew about it. ; bt
Ji Alse involved in this, at least in the saeenlation, is attempts

en Trujille of the Deminicam Re»ublie and Duvalier sf Haltl, Do thesge

InEd#anyway take away from the single diresctness of trylng to get awvay from

Castro? Do2s it appear to you in any way that this was part of an ever-
all plam to eliminate leaders in Latin America whe were runnin: contrary
te Anerican policy? >

A3 As nearly as I know the facts the Castro thing was an lndependent
move. Thiz was the first plan and it was tied esmplietely to the Bay eof
Plgs invasion sehems, Aftar the Bay of Pigs fsiled, then it was deeided,
the declislen was made insids the GIA te eentinue te try to azsassinate
Casiro. Waiether that led to-=if you're molnr te assassinate Castre
there?s some other people just ss bad so let's asrassinate them toe,

I just den’t know, I don't have any of the details absut the Trujille
assassination plot. I have bean teld by confident seurees that th e CIA
was behinl that assassinatien plot, but I've been unabdls to s 2nd I
don't have any other details.

J% Do I recall that in one of the celumns you wrote in 1971 yon
sald that the CEA and the Mafia had werked tegether in the wast, that
this was net teo e unexpected?

A3 I don't recall writing that exeept in the CIA c-sze. What the
CIA obviously wantei te de was antrust the assinatien to semeene whe
sould bes disowned. The Mafia wes o lerieal ohelce. The Mafia had a
fued with Castre., It was well knewm that Castro had threwn the Mafia
out of Havanna, threown them out of their very prefitabls caslnos, se
Af 1t eould evsr be traced baeck te John Boselll, ths mnan whom the CIA
ehese to eondust these assassinatlon at@emsts, 1f it was evar traced baek



RISt . s

te him the CIA eeuld disewn him, and sald, eh, he's Mafia,

Js The last attempt en Castre, aecording to you and to ether
seurees whe've written the strey, mreseded the the death of Presldent
John F, Kennedy by enly 9 menths. It is inevitable, I suppose, that
seme may sse = correlation between the twe.  De you?

A! Well, 1t"s eertainly possible, but azain, lgman&tnhakaipi

« I esn enly speculate. The lask gtiempt, by a team of marksmen
who made 1t te a rooftep in Havanna, where they were eaught with high
powered rifltskethat ocoured in late Fekesarly Hareh ef 1963« 9 menths

later John F, lennedy was kill& By Lse Earve Oswald Whs had been
aotivg,ig_th;_cagtxgﬂggggmgﬁi and beforege ngxgb'ﬁﬁttﬁﬂﬁi%§m3313dn

‘mysterious eall upen--at the Cuban Embassy 1a Mexise City.

J3 Did yeu ever have any inmdleation frem the Keanedy family
that thap attempt on ENEXXMNYXNXME Castre and the death of Jehn P. Sennedy
had any relationshis? .

A3 Heo. I spoke to Led Kennedy sbeut ity he said that he had never
heard his brethsrs sver speak of any assasainatien attempts on Castre.
But a sourece clese to the Kennedfs teld me that imnediately after Pres.

Kennedy's assassinatienm, his brother Rebert seemed plagued with grief,
New that would be expeeted., But he was always a man whe eeuld handle
grief, whe ceuld handle erisis, and in this case he seemed to be out
of contrel, They gsay he went inte seelusien for a few---days, seaml-
gedlusion in that his elosest friends couldn't reash him., WNow these
friends teld me they theught but didn't knew that Hebert Keunnedy may
have besn plazued by this suspielen that this attempt en Castro's life
sould have backfired against his own brether,

Ji Have you ever had any imdication er have ye 1y, Ampgogable
seurces eveyhad any indleation that any member of the Kennedy family
has had deubts about the Warren Cemmissien?

A3 I have net., The Warren Qemaissien of sourss did net investi-
gate the assassinatlen; that was dene by the PBI. The FBI, I think,
iavesiteated At with g veuaK sanai, tHEy ST sudBax tp 21T RS

nformation that was availabls, and what happsns im a ease like that,
gemething as traumatiec as that, is that well meaning peeple, reputable
peopls, ceme bo the PBI with conflicting steries, People, quite
respensible peaple, bezin to think=-they're so eager to coeperate, se
eazer toe bring justiece, to get te the bettem of the assas:inatien, tH
they wolunieer te the FBL thlngs that they think they saw, thlngs that
they think they heard, pieess and tldbits, Jlgsaw pleses of evidsnee
that they belisve that they kngw =boub.

P J1 Tough job fer the PRI and for repertars.

A3 The FBI gets all thede eenflicting repoarts from well msaning
and respensibles seople. I woull say that Af yeu took the FBI's evidenee,
all the svidene#thet was gathered Bn the assasslnatione-you teck 1t
all and youn wanted to isclate any bleck of it, yeu could preve Just
about arything you wisghed to.

Ji That seems to be what's happening in the esuntry to seme extent
today with eertailnly various grsups that--the Kennedy assassinatien
eontinues to have =2 mementum all ef its ewn, dessn't 1t?

A3 They might be useful te try to get to the bottem of it. I
have a feelins we never will., I have a feeling that the American people
who like clean eut, clear cut answers te everything are never genna
get one, They'rs never ronnabsolutely sure just what did hapoen
en that dreadful day in Dallas. '

J3 Jaeck Amderson, thank you very much feP conmlng.




