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: (&7 nounced portions of the Warren
- | Commussion report which deall with
. fofemsic stiences were described By
L - panelists at a session of the 18th An-
11 nual Meeting of the American Acad-
‘2 emy of Forensic Sciences in Chicagn.

‘The panetists made clear that their
review of the Warren Commission re-
port on the assassination of President
John F. Kennedy was not intended to
be overly critical of its purp.se and
good efforts They sought specific as-
pects and unanswered questions where
addition of information would have
strengthened it.

Avtepsy Incomplete: From the
viewpmnt of & foremsie pathologis,
- Cyril H Weobt, MD, LLE, who is assp-
ciated with the Pittsburgh, Ps., cor
oner's office. said, "By standards
found in most good medicelegal inves
tigative facilities, the sutepay repert
would not be deemed to be a camplete
‘one. Cerfain essentials are misslag,
and many questiong have been rajsed
and have gone unamswered, at least
officially, hecause of the absence of
such information in the official autop-
sy report and in the subsequent testi-
mony given before the Warren Com-
mission,’

Among the questions which might
have been publicly revealed through
the sutopsy findings. Dr. Wecht said,
were: (1) if President Kennedy had
Addizon’s disease (an issue raised in
the 1980 presidential campaign ', and
{2) if the first shot which struck the
President inflicted a wound of such

“fatality ' that he could nol have sur-
vived
Lackh of Imformation Dr Wacl

stressed, however. “la this partowlar
erse, all of us are handicapped by not
having been involved in the autopsy
(with the exception of those few
Armed Services pathologists who were
called 1n to perform the autopsy)
Cunsequently, we are limiled in our
evaluation to those portions of the rec-
ord that have been made public
through official sourcee
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cially, Thus. we must preface any re- '

marks, particutarly any that may seefs
to be critical, with the caveat that we
are nol in pessession of all the facls,
Also, we can appreciate the fact that
the pathologists who performed the
autopsy. being members of the Armed
Services, may not have heen permutted
to publicly release all their findings."”

‘Conspiracy’ Disproved: Psychiatrist
Maier I Tuchler, MD, Phoenix, Ariz.,

time in the nation's hlutory.”
findings reported, Dr. Tuchler
enplained, “sre sufficiently detalled
to negste rumors of a conspiracy,”
ibey point to Lee Harvey Oswald
as "a lone assassin.”

But in his study of the past history

of Oswald as developed in the Warren
report. Dr. Tuchler said, he was “as-
tonished to find that, of the 522 wil-
nesses interviewed and of the thou-
sands of reporis presented to the
Commission, not one psychiatrist
studied any portion of the data gath-
ered throughout these otherwise in-
tensive inlerviews for (he purpose of
professional psychiatric opinios.”
Dr Tuchler said that the Commis-
sion. “'a body of outstanding atiorneys,
appeared to follow that practive com-
mon to a group of iatelloctusla of
functioning as lay’ psychiatrists.” He
cluphasions thatl hwe o coinctan? W aw
cepl the evalustion of crihcal and of
significant witnesses interviewsd by
legal or investigative personnel whose
training, however extensive, does not
yualify them for the important tagk
of evaluation of motivation.”
Weaknesses Cited: Attorney Jay
Schwartz, Kenosha, Wi, was critical
of a number of aspects in the handling
of Lhe case He said, "The government
js weak becsuse it cannol estabhsh a
decent chan of evidence. It is weak
bevause it spoke before it was ready.
I is weak because it failed to main-
tain original notes. It 15 weak becsuse
all of the volumesz of the report afe
based on assumpltion which must be
taken on faith rather than fact. The
| Warren] Commiasion inherited all of
these weakneeses.”
Schwartz made these obaervations:
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