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The !exican and Cuban Goveraments have clashed over the investigatiaa

conducted by lexican police into the activities of Lee Harvey Uswzld,
President ennedy's suspzcted assassia, while he was in lfexico from

‘ Lo Wl TN S2ptember 26 to October 3. Ilexican Foreign llinister !nuel TELLO

announced on Yevember 28 that the !lexican Ambassador to Cuba, Gilberto

& BOSQUES, had been instructad to return as '"unacceptable" the Cuban
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Zovernment's note of November 25 whiech had protested the action of
lexican police in gquestioning an employee of the Cuban Consulate in
liaxico City about Oswald's reported application for a Cuban transit
visa during his visit,

The “exican press had reported previously that Zexican authorities
were investigating Cswald's activities in cooperation with United States
authorities, including the F3I.

In it::/mfe’,'tﬁmrba:n\t?ovemment had chavrged that its Consulate's

employee, Geflora Silvia DURAN, had been detained by police on lHov-
ember 23, held im prison until midnight, physically mistrested, and
subjected to insinuations about alleged "intimate relations" with
Oswald. Tihe Cuban note sald that this "illegal" investigation corres-
ponded to the plan of reactionaries in the U.3. who were using
President Kennedy's assassination to promote a war policy on the busis
of accusations against Cuba and the Soviet Union. Allsging that the
llaxienn police actions had disregarded the minirum guzrantees owed to
enployess of a consular office, the Cuban note concludsd that the
ingcident hed damaged the friendly relations between the two countries,

In order to explain his decision to reject the Cubun nete,
Foraign Minister Tello issued the following sta*f%’ a5-on Hovenbar 28—
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"Ine inistry of foreign Affairs is prepared to consider the complaint
of ths “a*'olui‘.im'l:::"r Governmznt of Cuba solsly in thoseccpscis vhich are

pertinznt and as long as it is phrased in eccordance u1 iplomatic norms.

RN
"Te terns of the note which Chancellor he gkqt ur Ambassador
in Ju%a on lovember 26 sre unzcceptable and, inlq%bﬁsquenc Fwtspu_dor
3osyuas has received instructions to return it. @x 5L
. q,*’t

"Ingidentally and for the information of public op ¥ on, th. linistry
points out that Sefiora Duran is a lexican national end her¢protzction--in
the evant tast she should have needed it or shonld need it--is guaranteed
by ilexican law."

"3y virtue of this samz natlcnallty, tha fact that Sﬂnor1 Duran is
empla, =1 by the Cuban consulate neither coanfers upon her di; .o tic
imaunitiss or privileges, nor ramoves her from the jurladlctlon of the
compaisat lLizwican authorities."

The exchange was one of the nost acrid on record betuzen the two Govern-
nents since Castro cane to D pover, and there has zlso been a sharp reaction
amongs »ublic groups in Mexico. Under the headline "i&31 Tectors Appland
The Dezision," the newspaper Ultinacs Toficihs, for example, quoted a number
of spotasmen as stronzly backing the liexdcan position and declaring irately
that t:2 "bosses of the firing squad" had notning to tecch ilexicans about
individual guarantzes. llevertheless, it is not belisved that either
Govern=snt will consider it in its best interest at this time--boerring
of courss, further developments of a similar nature--to press this issue
to a point where relations would be seriously damazed or a break in
relations would be considered likely.

For the Anmbassador:

| © " Robert W. Adams
Counselor of Zmbassy
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