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TNVOLVPMENT OF JACK RUBY IN UNION KILLING IN 1939

Jack Ruby, who was then known as Jack Rubenstein,
was ewployed by Local 20467 of the Scrap Iron and Junk Eandlers
Union in Chicago, 111inois, from 1937 to 1940 as a union
organizer.

Attorney Leon Cooke, who was the union's financial
secretary, was shot on December 8, 1939, by the mion's
president, John Martin. Cooke died of the wounds on
January 5, 1940. Martin was subsequently acquitted on the
ground of self-defense.

Ruby had been a friend of Cooke's. Indicat;ons
were that after the killing, Ruby was SO upset that he wvas
unable to devote himself further to union activities and left

*

i{ts employ.
Information regarding this is on page 788 of the

eyarren Cormission Report® (attached). _

Comnission Exhibit 1235 (attached) is an ¥BI investi-
gative insert which contains information that an extensive
search of the records of the Chicago pPolioce Department d4id
mot reflect any referencs to John Martin, Jack Ruby or
.Rubenstein, or to the murder of Leon CooY._.



Corr-ission Exhibit 1236 (a‘ttached) , contains the
results of a toverber 25, 1963, check of the records of the
“Chicago Tribune® newspaper morgue by the FEI. An articls
was found which stated Cook_ aied on January S, 1940. It
states that Cook _ went to the Inion offices om Doc-b‘t s,
1939, and while talking to Martin, was shot as & r.-ult of
an argument involving the amount of pay given to unioa
menbers. The article points out that Cook_ went ¢o the
hospital wnder his own power and gave a statement to the
effect that while talking with Martin, Martin becane
angry, pulled a gun and shot him. In his trial, Martin
maintained that he shot Cook_ in self-defense as it was
Cock _ who had the gun. Martin's secretary testified she
saw the two men arguing and struggling, but oould not see
who had the gun or how it wvas fired.

whis article states that much of the imformation
about this matter came from Jack Rubenstein on Decexber 9,
1939.

A second article reports that on January 16, 1940,
Martin was fresd of the charges of wurdering Cook_.
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count prices.’* One of his closest Chicago friends stated that Ruby's T
sales and promotions were “shady” but “legitimate.” 27 S T
Labor union activities—Ruby reported that in “about 1937 he be- - .
came active in Local 20467 of the Scrap Iron and Junk Handlers
< TUnion*® At this time, his friend, attorney Leon Cooke, was the -
Jocal’s financial secretary.’*® Records provided by the Social Security ¢
- Administration indicate that Ruby was emplosed by the union from -
: late 1937 until early 1940; ** he worked as a union organizer and pego- ..°
} tiated with employers on its behalf.}3! L eTemaT
1 On December 8, 1939, the union’s president, John Martin, shot
Cooke, who died of gunshot wounds on January 35, 1940; Martin was
i subsequently acquitted on the ground of self-defense.'®” Although a
SO Jack Rubenstein is mentioned in the minutes of a union meeting on
3 February 2, 1940,* and Ruby is reported to have said after Cooke’s
3
£
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death that he wanted to “take over” the union,'* the evidence indicates -
that Ruby was so upset by Cooke's death that he was unable to devote
himself further to union activities and left its employ.'* Ruby re-
ported that after Cooke’s death he adopted the middle name “Leon,” -
which ke used only infrequently, in memory of his friend.»* N

Since Ruby was the ultimate source of all but one of these accounts,™”
other descriptions of Ruby’s separation from the union cannot with LTl
certainty be deemed inaccurate. These reports indicated that Ruby . 4
might have been forced out of the union by a criminal group, or might RN
have lefz because he lacked the emotional stability necessary for sucess- . R
ful 1abor negotiations *** or because he felt he was not earning enough
money with the union.!®

Althouzh the AFL~CIO investigated the ethical practices of local
20467 in 1936, placed the local in trusteeship, and suspended Paul
Dorfmun, who succeeded Martin and Cooke, there is no evidence that e
Ruby’s union activities were connected with Chicago’s criminal ele- Ll
ment.® Several longtime members of the union reported that ithad .~ L
a good ruputation when Ruby was affiliated with it *** and employers
who negcriated with it have given no indication that it had criminal
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ol Subseqhient employment—In 1941, Ruby and Harry Epstein or- . - . 7=ss
RS ganized ti:e Spartan Novelty Co, a small firm that sold in vanous - o
Camad mortheastern States small cedar chests containing candy and gambling .~ -~ T
Sy i devices knuwn as punchboards.**  Earl Ruby and two of Jack Ruby’s . e
f:; friends, Martin Gimpel and Martin Shargol, were ulso a§soclated m - Tail
SRR this venrare. The group had no fixed addresses, living in hotels™ s
S Late in 1941, Jack Ruby returned to Chicago. where he continued AR
R his punchboard business through the mails.'* Following the Decem- : o

ber 7, 1941, attack on Pearl Harbor, he and several friends decided
to design and sell plaques commemorating the Day of Infamy. How-
ever, the venture was impeded by Ruby’s perfectionistic approach to
details of design which resulted in numerous production delays*®
By the time Ruby’s copyrighted plaque *** was finally ready for sale,
the market was flooded with similar items’® At about this tune,

783
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PAUL DOWPMAN, £ OTser hiwsd of Devsp Iron snd Junk f—!&p.-..
Usion Loeed 20467, APy 10 uvted 3n YNV KUFCINKT's eolumn Ohtoage
Sun Times® dated November 29, 196) a8 advising RUDY worked as as’
erganiter of e witon for & shourd porivd Lut was unsasisfestory,

Jog Jacond, labor situmey and sttomey foe Toesl Sanu
Sevey and Junk {isiilers Uniua, until ﬂmo ears 8go, odvise
04 0, [EONAIW TIKVLIANW on Nuvmsber 0N, 1 1ab b dues nod
haew RUWY ner Jues Lie reosll lits Leing sssoe sted with She uniom
during leve viirbies or verly fortles,

At extensive search of the yeoorde of Ctilosgo Polise
Department d1d not yeflset sny pefercine vo JOIDN TIN, JAUK nuyY
or JNK NUENIISIN or vo muider of LEKON 000K,

THVDN SOIOENWALD, former boxing prumoter, wu..u:.-e
pandelph, Chioago, sdvisad SA JUDN R, LKIETT on Novesnes 25, 1963,
Lhat MAROLD HYAN, whe 1s belisved to be working for the Illinols
State Athletie Commission, 1s ourrently on & eruise and will visid
Nurope, lle 18 expected S0 TobuInM $0 c.w"&o in December »wau.
AYAN hiss Velephone nusber Mecrinas JelUnA,  Thle nusber m- tebed
$0 NAORL sqo... —.-Ou North Melvins, (hivege, BUUKINALD d1d nud haow
MK KUY, "Ornus®, or JAOK WAKNITRIN,

BOAS ITTUCH A, KO and JOI¥ B, DALLMAN attem ved on

Novewber 25, 1963, to eontass KYAN Shrough Selephone Lo-. n 7-12954

with negative results,
ART WDICH, member, T1linois State Athletla Commission,

160 Morth La Salle Street, Cbicago, sdvised 3 XOTSCS oa Novenber 25,

1963, that MAROID RYAN 15 1o longer with the somaission, RYAN

wes 8n offloe sdminisiravor fox over ten years and was let out when

the polisieel sdulnietresion of Ua state of Illinois oh od

spproximately two yeare ago. WYAN &8 .Eqasn—ﬁ smployed with the

x-«_.ovo:«:.n-::-.d Dietriot, Chicsgo, WINC hed Do imowledge o

RFermation reghrding subjees fuay,

Mr, TKD LAUVGIGAN, uan, Metropolitan ut.::.w u».un»oc.
100 Eash Krie, Uhloege, alvised OA DALLAAN on November 39, 1963,
et M, HAKOID RYAN, sporet o Ne, NAHOMEY, who is In osnu. of
qonstruetiun there, was presently on 8 maditerTansan exruise

awwld wub revurn ve Uhlvoge witil sbous Devewber 1, 1963,

He seuld furmish wo sddivional iaformetian,

CoMMISSION Exanmt No. 1236
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Norgue, 435
PLEIMER shad o
that LEON R, O
and wes the founder of
be hels mo offlee with ssid union, On Desember s, 1939,
She offiee of She Iron and Junk llsndieve Unlon, —we

o—'t.-—.—: talidng o JUW KA IN, presidend O his

South Rootey
Lob s o reaull of au sigument invelvl sant of w:

Loosl, wes &
n.—qo- be union meubsrs, T8 arbiele pulnvs oub the
w hosplbal wuler his wws .u.o‘o.. and gave & sbatement bo the ofLoeV

volhilng with MMl
wob revelving sdequste selaries mnd MANTIN Lesase ..Jh«
s Lhat WART

"omi. wid olwb him, ‘The ardiele ﬂo—._eoa w
9 Guubh h

shab whille
wmenbiel's Wele
wd ulled
resided oV
MAKTIN amd ki seeredory L]

R e Tilinein, ocuid web be lossted, he eriiele Sheted Lhad

Shey subsequently :
srinl MANTIN mslstainsd Shed Be shot COOK im self defense 88 3t wes

ogﬂ:’oistqﬁoccz:’f.z ered oV
December 8, 1919, 0
.-!&-5‘.!-.’.‘!.3".!‘-‘.«‘

18 was fired,
This arviele states Shad wush of the informailon shovd ’

Whis watiop wae revelved frve NI RULKIDTRIN o0 Desouber 9, 1939
ﬂenu of this valem, sbated Shed be was Ln )

asrtuing

NULENS TS LN,
eclleetor

on Jemuary 16,

“ 6

on Nuvosdor 13, 196%, Mise MANTE 0'CONNCSt, Chiosgo Tridune
Norsh Nlohigsn Avoisie, (hlosgo, sdvioced 34 PBRYCR 3,
abedk of their reoods reflestn an srilole stating
0ok died un Jeuany un 1980, e resided at 1139 South

0'CLMNOR etabed that & second artiele reflested shad
1540, union president JOHN WARTIN wes fresd of the
sharge of murdering ol R, COOK, She stated that wo othe P ‘AAfore
metien'is svailsble ing Shis matser.

On November 35, 1963, LOVIS B, uo_ig. 2270 Qarriecn,
Tvanston, Iilimels; edvised 33 JOD! B, DALLAAX th
1]
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Woleovs, Uhlesge and Whad after coon.- death
otanyd Uaian, shiciy-rive, 40y walmub,
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INSIDE LABOR | Release onjRece ' )
By Victor Riesel pispatched 10/14/75

The Untouchables:
where Congressional Probe of Lanmatesy . .
Jack Ruby Could Lead i al.

WASHINGTON -- There are many money-making cults 4%§ﬂfkm .
(DLt TA 343 : N

Direuter Se2’y
b acr sty - v

not the least of which is that of the assassination

plot worshippers. This cult now is cheering into )l¢/‘£"
action a congressional committee's probe of Jack

Ruby, the late small-time Dallas hood (a Chicago transplant)
who killed Lee Harvey Oswald, who murdered Jack Xennedy
according to two of the world's most scientific ballistic
experts.

Bravo to the investigation. It will disappoint the
cult. But if the controlling investigative-prone
congressmen and women persist in following all leads --
they'll get to an ;mazing conglomerate of violence-
-venders such as the Capone mob. And to the late Jimmy
Hoffa. And to his late buddy, the thick-necked Paul
"Red"” Dorfman, whose son Allen has for years made
millions of dollars out of the now heavily investigated

Teamsters Central States, South East, South West pension

fund. Chicago-based, of course.

Noc %16
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At this point I do believe the congressional
committee will lose ardor, steam and indignation. The
probe could uncover political ramifications -- on the
major;;y's own side.

It's a simple trail they'll find unwinding: back
in 1938 somebody staked Jack Ruby to a few bucks so he
could go into the waste material handlers' union business.
He got what's called an AFL federal local charter (now
out of existence). Junk, waste-handling and garbage
meats are lucrative items. So one day Ruby's union
associate found himself dead. Ruby then was secretary-
-treasurer. Then he got word from the "mob." Get out.
He did. Soon Paul "Red" Dorfman was the federal local's
secretary-treasurer. And Ruby got himself a Dallas bar
close to the only éwo tolerable hotels in the center of
town. Ruby got to be a police buff. He was not an FBI
undercover man. As a bar owner he heard things and an
FBI agent would drop around occasionally with a question
or two.

Meanwhile Red Dorfman prospered in Chicago.

Wwhy not? According to at lJeast one federal report he

wa's close to the Al Capone mob. And a liaison between
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it and some old-time labor people and political circles.
Red was an effective money-raiser for the powers that
were, locally and nationally.
-Red Dorfman was accepted and wooed. During the

1951 AFL San Francisco convention he was lionized in the
posh Fairmount Hotel. He was the harbinger of a new
day and new character who had just become a Teamsters
vice president -- James Riddle Hoffa. - One evening Dorfman
got a little rough in one corridor encounter with
someone who didn't happen to know Jimmy at the time but
had reflected on his muscle days in Detroit, Minneapolis,
and a foray into Miami.

*Jimmy's my buddy, my partner,” Dorfman said
truculently.

This was foflowed by a swift one-two query: "Do
you think we're bums? "

Affirmative. But since the Fairmount was a
busy hotel, and deservedly prestigious, Dorfman didn't
swing, he just pushed, grunting, "No one can say that
about my partner Jimmy."

There was what Karl Marx called an economic determinism

co-mingled with this fraternal bond. Hoffa was rising
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swiftly. Soon he was able to put Allen Dorfman virtually
in charge of overseeing multi-million-dollar loans from
the big Central States pension fund, (now totalling

about $1.4 billion) and now the most heavily investigated
target in government law agencies.

Dorfman also was close to some of the tough
syndicate men in the East -- namely the so-called Luchese
(Three Fingers Brown) HMafia crowd.

This mob co-mingled with the racket crowd in the
strategic trucking industry -- which will soon be exposed
by Bill Aronwalgd, chief of the Justice Department anti-
~-organized crime strike force in New York's southern
district. The grand jury is about to hand down more
indictments.

But back to‘Paul Dorfman, whom Jack Ruby always
feared. Dorfman used to work out of the Hampshire House
on New York's Central Park South. Nothing small or
miserly about Red. He was big-time even after the
AFL-CIO lifted his charter in 1957 and turned the field
over to one of its big affiliates. Dorfman sure had power
.across the Northeast and Midwest gstates. What the

congressional committee can do even at this late date is to
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dig into that power. If we're going back to 1963 and

Jack Ruby, this might be the choice chance to shovel into
long-buried channels -- used by some of the nation's

most é;werful combines.

Allen Dorfman, still of Chicago, was convicted in
1972 for taking finder's fee kickbacks in the winning of
loans from the big Central States fund.

There's all that money in the central pension fund
-- and yet the congressional subcommittee is wasting time
in futile digging into Jack Ruby, the police *go-for."
Meaning he would bring in coffee and delicatessen sandwiches.
Ruby wasn't involved in any "cut out" part of an assassination
plot. He had just come in from the Western Union
telegraph office that traumatic afternoon.

Had he remained a few minutes longer or arrived
earlier he'd have seen Oswald's backside going into the
police car. Instead, Ruby milled around down in the
police garage ramp bottom. He shot spontaneously --
out of religious fervor thinking himself an avenging
"angel" with flaming bullet.

It's Ruby's Chicago connections, many of them dead

ng doubt, which would give this nation a fascinating
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glimpse into an era which has been so romantically covered
by the movies. One more thought: if that Chicago
political machine had not been so powerful in 1960

-- an; if Dick Nixon had won a few more Midwestern
electoral votes -- history would have been different for

the tragic Kennedys.

(All Rights Reserved)
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The Attorney General

.1 - nr,

1 - Xr.

1 - Mr.

SUBCOMMITTEE OU CIVIL AND - MX,.
CONSTITUTIOHAL RIGHTS . - Ur,
BOUSE COMAITTEE oN l - Nx,
TEE JUDICIARY 1l - Hrx,
1 - R,

There is enclosed herewith for
forwardirg to the above-captioned $
original of

the portion of a lettor

A oopy of
you for your records.

Enclosures (2)

1 - The Deputy Attorney General

a memorandum which constitutes
of October

the memorandun is being furmished

Kovenber 26, 1975

Callahaa

Jeakinsg

Mans

Gallasgher

Cooke 1 = Nr. 0'Comnell
jettles

Kints

Noore

¢the PBI's

aonsreSS/z;nal
ke
putsde Seope

Attention: Mr. Michael E. Shaheen, Jr.
.cial Counsel for
Int.lliq.nce-Coorﬂlnation

MR 3yl

- (24)

bOcﬂ'7



November 2§, 1975

3 XL o
1 s s B .

- SUBCOMMITTEE ON CIVIL AND .
CXRe CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS i - nr. g:ii::“
P HOUSE COMMITTEE OH . - Nx. s
THE JUDICIARY 1 = Rr. Adaas
’ - 3§ = Hr. Gallagher

‘ } - Mz, O'Connsll
RE: CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT éé".r° cooks

REPORT NUMBER 55513

- Mr. Hettles

’i By letter of October 29, 1975, the 3
o Edwards, Chairman, Subcommittee on Civil and Const
me Rights, BHouse Coum

B -'~;~€"C’on3r€ss 1 onalj
w Infc.
B ‘ou-fs-'d e

partment advises that it wo
retrieve a file based on its number, as report numbers are
recurrent annually and are mot used for indexing purposes.
Their Report Number 55113 was located, however, On October 22,
1975, in a packet assembled in response to a dovember 25, 1963,
jetter from the Dallas, Texas, Police Department. This Report
Number 55113 applies to the substance of the inquiry. The
detective report is also included in this packet. No “"tickler”

Police Department in this matter asking that the FBI be notified
if any inquiries or requests vere made cgoncerning the files.
Additionally, James McGuire, Director of Records, Chicago Police
Department, has advised that he is unaware of any such stop or

notation.

o WEiidyl (13) | NOTE: Ses Page 2



SUBCOMMITTEE ON CIVIL AND
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS
HOUSE COMMITTEL ON THE JUDICIARY

- No information pertaining to any such "tickler® or
notation ever being placed on the Chicago Police Department
f£iles pertaining to this matter is known to FBI Headquarters
or the Chicago Field Office.

Director McGuire was advised that the FBI had
caused Chicago Police Department records to be checked on
. November 27, 1963, regarding John Martin, Jack Ruby (and
Rubenstein), and the murder of Leon Cookej and no record
had been found identifiable with any of them. Ee stated the
reason a record check regarding Martin was negative on
November 27, 1963, was that Martin was not arrested and
therefore would not have been indexed. Ruby (Rubenstein)
and Cooke would not have been indexed since names of witnesses
and victims were not indexed in 1939.

ROTL See mgzmorandus to the Attoraaey Ceneral, dated
11/%74/75, captionel egubcoca:ittee on Civil and Constitutional
Rights, House Comuittee on the Juldfciary.®

A previcus Lii dated 11/1/75, was prepared in this
matter which includel FO-301s pertaining to the checks

concucte. at the Cnicago Police Department. 83 Paul V. Daly,
Legal Cougnsel Division, has edvised that a decision has been
made not to subnit FD-302s to the Subcomnittee. Accordiagly,
this current Li! was prepared as a replaceasrt.




the PBI's response to th portion of a letter of
ctober 29, 1975, from the

Cbnarcﬁronaf
A copy of the Into
is being furnished you for your ecords. patsde
N Scope

>
Enclosures {4}

1 = The Deputy Attorney General
Attention: Mr. Michael E. Shaheen Jr.
Special Counsel for .
. Intelligence Coordinat

wos; iyl
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SNovember ¥, 1975

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CIVIL AND
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON

THE JUDICIARY

RE: CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT
REPORT NUMBER 55513

By letter of October 29, 1975, the Honorable Don
Edwards, Chairman, Subcommittee on Civil and Constitutional
Rights, Mouse Committee on the Judiciary, requested certain
material and information to augment the record of the

ora !
s

oafskfé
seope

Attached is a memorandum prepared by the FBI,
Chicago, Illinois, s re nsive

() e a C menorandua, cago Pollice
Department advises that it would be impossible to attempt
to retrieve a file based on its number.. Their Report Number
55113 was located, however, in a packet assembled in response
to a Movember 25, 1963, letter from the Dallas, Texas, Police
Department. This Report Rumber 55113 applies to the
. substance of the inquiry. No '"tickler™ or other notation
was found on any of the files of the Chicago Police Department
i{n this matter asking that the FBI be notified if any
inquiries or requests were made concerning the files.

s Enclosure
- NOTEs See Pagoe 2
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§TBCONMITYRE OM CIVIL AND
COISTITUTIONAL RIGHTS
HOUSE COM !ITTFE OV

THE JUDICIARY

It is realized that some of the material contained
in the attached October 30, 1375, nesorandun is illegible.
The copies of this paterial received froa the Chicago Police
Department were lixewise of a poor guality and difficult
to reproduce. Thera does appear to be sufficient legible
material, however, to fulfill the Subcomumittes's request.

WMOTE: Sce mexorandun to the Attorney Genaeral, dated
1177775, captioned egubcomnittee on Civil and Coastitutional
Rights, House Comaittee on the Judiclary,” WEN:jyl.

pnclosed Chicago letterhead medorsndum of 10/30/7S,
was forwarded to Bureau by airtel of same date., The
investigation contained therein was coaducted on instructions
of FDIN) followiny testimony of Mr. Aams on 10/21/75.
Other regquests containe:l in 18/29/75, letter from the
Subcoamittee are being handled separately.



