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Bimonthly -Bulletin|

Being Sent to Base
Commanders

By TAD SZULC
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan.
Commanding officers at hun-
dre_d; of Air Force. bases in
this country and abroad reg-
ularly receive secret reports on
the activities of antiwar, dis-
sicl_ent and radical groups,
chiefly the Black Panther party.

This information, including
comment and analysis of the
current trends in what the Air
Force calls “radical anti-Estab-
lishment groups” at home and
overseas, is contained in a se-
cret bimonthly bulletin, “Sig-
nificant Counterintelligence
Briefs.” Known as SCIB, it is
issued by the Air Force's Of-
fice of Special Investigations.

The Air Force believes that
the reports are vital in ac-
quainting its key officers with
the background of political dis-
sidence that increasingly faces
them among black airmen and
others in their commands,

The bulletin is now in its
20th year of secret publication,
Only in recent years has it
turned toward domestic politi-
cal problems,

A copy of the bulletin was
made available to The New
York Times as controversy
continued here over the role
of Army counterintelligence,
which has been shown to have
spied on more than 18,000
American civilians from 1967
to 1969.

‘Security Problem’ Seen

A high-ranking Defense De-
partment official said in an in-
terview this week that the Air|
- Force's Office of Special Inves-|
tigations uf{t;yﬂ?ﬂolidknts “specific
responsib eeping com-
manders in the field fully in-

" wplyin them
with political information that
' might be related to the “se-
curity, mission or viability of
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Huey Newton hppears to Biba‘ndon‘ S'petal_:_]n_g \ .

Campaign

' Missouri

Recent Air Force brief refers to H‘ne} Newton, leader of the Black Panthers, on cover

United States Air Force bases
and other installations.”

But Defense Department of-|

ficials have acknowledged, un-
der questioning, that whether
domestic political intelligence
should be fed to field com:
manders poses an issue of
propriety.

These officials said that an
Air Force commander must be
aware of the background and
nature of dissidence to be able
to deal “intelligently and con-
structively” with such phenom-
ena as Black Panther member-

on his base.

said that a “security

problem” was involved inas-

much as black airmen were
increasingly receiving mailed

Panther literature, including
leaflets w

“destroy the

“|and

inside,” sabotage equipment -
kill officers, i

“If only one black airman
reﬁfonds to this sort of appeal
and picks up a ‘gun, we may
have a tragedy on our hands,
a Defense Department official
said. “So it is the responsi-
Bility of our counterintelli-

gence people to keep the com-
manders i
the black Panthers are doing]
i
t "

unlike Army counterintelli-
gence. s Qifee” o _Specpi
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‘them to desert,|
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radical “or subver-

of Invi . local police
forces, various United States
intelligence agencies and, on oc-
casions involving potential se-
curity problems overseas, even
from foreign police depart-
ments. :

But the office, which is the

investigative arm of the Air
Force Directorate of Special In-

. SIGNIFICANT
\, 7 COUNTERINTELLIGENCE

OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS|

woele e A e

in{;. 1

informed about what||
saying. We cannot ignore
“'The Air Force asserts that,|’
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