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cated, elusive xpensive force of
spies that has ever been recmaed'

the government’s service, m =
- Its customers inciude the Gen =
telligence ‘Agency, National m ;

~Agency, Defense Intelligence Ageney and g 11 :

the White House, Its operatives bear such tract

names as SR-71, Samos, Agena, and. “the: - Plu

‘Blg Bird™ Its- aeti“miea are
frou3 all but a relative hamifgrefe speelal’ !
‘ists in the national security bm-eaucra'qr
‘who carry some of the highest and most -
‘pecialized clear’ances issued by the. gOV- e
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uriously enuugll the nn]y reference
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_government dogument wag last Oct. 12 in
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Confidential Govemment Doc-uments Thc

ised performanca atand-
ards,” said one ‘expert on
the program. Lackheed was
also the nl:lme contractor
on the CB5A, which was
plagued
combined. eost overruns.
TIn addition to the conflict-
ortnterest issue in Plum-
mer’s appointment, congres-

sional investigators are look--
ing into the possibilities of

overruns in the supersecret

reconnaissanee satellite pro- -

grams under NRO s juriadic-
tion, -

“T've naver heud of one
of these pmgrams -that
didn’t luwe enormous cost
overruns,” said one Defense
Department official who has
worked first-hand with some
of the spy satellite opera-
tions. The opportunities for
breaking cost and perform-

| ance commitments  are

greater in spy safellite pro-
grams, this official said, be-
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cause of tne sunuspucic uL
seereey and narrow chan-

not been informed a abo:ftit.

~ “This is a black program
and you're not. _supposed to ‘;
know it exists,” said one
- Pentagon administrator. For
the past seweral Sears its su-
pervision  has  nominally
- been in th&hand& of the un-

‘tions tntemgence) are par .
celed outto under speeial ende
names the got'crnmem
“consumers”—sitch as - CIA
or NSA. The users may get
the product of the secret Te-

tests, or radin_ nsmissions

_in the Soviet Union, without

“being told of the collection
techniquea, Tb,i.sis own as

ption of the |
Vm& reconpnisunce satel- |
lite program in the mid-
19505 to 1970 some $10 to 512
~billion had been spent on
the spy. birds, mording to

apacewr; ter Philip J. Klass
‘inhisbook,"Sea‘etSentﬁ&s

alistic assessments of such
things as Soviet ballistic
missile capability, both of--
fensive and defensive. Tt

- helped, in fact, to _defuse






