





For the Record Ay

- The following e:rcarpts are frm ap- |
pearance by Vice Prendent Agnew on

Kup’s Show, WMAQTV in Chicago, on

October 20, 1970

Q. I'd like to ask somelhing about politics

and TV. It was about a- year ago in Des

example would kn where he 5taudx on.

that would be valuable

Momes that you made that speech attanking._ ¥

the TV commentators who came on aIter tl:l:e=
 President’s Vietnam speech, and 1 remember'_
* you criticized one of them for even raising -

an eyebrow—and when you “said that the I com

President has a right to communicate with
‘the people without having his thoughts char-
acterized through the prejudices of hostile
critics before they can even be digested.

* 'What I want to ask is: aren’t your really say- |
ing there that these people have no right to-

" analyze and interpret the President—which
‘is generally thought to be one of the classic
roles of the press? —

A, 1 thought—that the analysis is all right
‘as long as it's balanced. Now, what hap-
| pened in that case was that there was noth-
ing but hostile criticism revealed to the pub-
' He after that speech. I've really asked for
more analysis, not less. I'd like to see more
conservative commentators or people who
reflect an opposite point of view. And that
leads me to an interesting question I'd like
to ask you both. I had a letter the other day
suggesting that it would be a big benefit to
the public if some of the premier news com-
-mentators, for example those that have had
extremely wide exposure such as yourself or
the network commentators, were examined

by a group of people in government to ex-
plore in depth your opinions, your preju- -

dices, if you will, if you have some, so that
in the future the people who watch you

would have a chance fo know what underly- @

ing philosophy you have, Editorial comment

must creep into talk shows to some extent.
. but I'm talking about the network com-

mentators, people like Eric Sevareid and

Howard K. Smith and people of that type.
Don't you think it would be beneficial for
the viewing audlence to know what they be-
lieve, so that when they characterize certain
things, that there be some understanding of
what their underlying philoesophy is . . .

Lo

Q. Wouldn't you, Mr. Vice President, be
criticized for government interference in the
right of free speech? Anytime that govern-
ment steps into any kind of an activity like
this where frce speech, or the press or com-
mentators...?

A. No, I said people in government—-puh-
lic officials to examine these people—not in
a sense of demanding an examination, but
simply at their own free will—as I come
here of my own free will to be guestioned
by you. Would you be willing to go on a pro-
gram where some people in the Senate or
the House questioned you? I mean simply an
interesting probe into your convictions so
that the people that watch Eric Sevareid, for

would think that if it would serve a useful

purpose that you would be willing to appear
on such a show, privately, not a government

sponsored show, where the 'interrogation

would be reversed. That's all 'm saying.

Q.. . . I'm curious about this—do you
think it would turn up anyone with any suh
versive connections?

A. Boy, you fellows can really jump aver
18 hurdles when you get on this subjeet. All
I'm talking about is the people who are
watching that tube have ‘a right to know
what your opinions are, if you happen to be
a man who is telling the news every nlght
because you can select what parts of the

news you want to emphaslze and by your

language you can convey a point of view
that is not an editorial and yet is colored by

the issues he talks about. Don’t you tlnnk ~

N
‘erage at all, but ‘w

. we're very grateful

Q. Well, you said in that
speeeh thnt_networks should somehow

not complxlning about the cov-
I am complaining
about is echtori;t

othex: press, the national press, and take the
- Eastern establishment -ouf of it and in cireu-

~ nucleus far outdoe |
Q. The paper with the largest ch_'culalion
- in 'the country is a ﬂrm supportar oi the

2 g 8 {

~ New York Daily News, The New: York Daily
rted the President, and

r that support. =~ =

Q. 'I‘he most influential paper on the West 2

A No, r i:ope’ yuu dqn'f. qunrrel with my

right io analyze interpret. and cnhclz.e

‘them. : :
Q. I'm fasclnated hy your proposal Wh.lch

I think Is the first time you've made—at
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