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e By appointment, Iintroc.ced Wit ‘Iia*ﬁ \‘Ianchester, \nho hns bee:z ."-9.'\"
comm 3siened by Nis. John F. Kennedy to write 2 book concerning the four days S "\
serround..; the assassination and funerzl of the late Presndent to the Dxrector at >
16.‘_{‘ a. m. tor.’:.y in the Dxrector s thce. N e W - % Q

h'r. h’ nchester first thanled the Dll‘ECtOl‘ Ior seeinﬂ him, He c:qn?afnzj'\ -
riu Lc ¢ already seen approximately $0 people, principally in Waslun"ton, however ‘:;-ti
had not 5ot gone to Dzallas, Texas, inasmuch as Ciief Justice Warren felt that he shovid’

nod con sctinterviews in Dallas uz.tu after the V'arren Commxssion repurt had been .ssucd.
W)

p - T’ l

rore iy In 1:.1=|:1‘u-.m“' a series of auestxo IS to the Director, N’r. L.anchea. ,x‘hrg,t o
inw;rd &s to what the D.rector was doing on November 22, 23, 24 and 25, 1963, /— '3

Manthester added that he would first like to start with Nmember 22, 1903 at the precise |

morsent the Director first received the news that the President had been shot. The {

Qirector replied that he had just returned from lunch, This was approximately 1:10 p,
4. news itera was brought in to him reflecting the President had been shot, The L .recto
nomedintely called the Attorney General who was at his home dining with the U, 8.
Attarnzy from New York, Mr. Morgenthai, The Director advised the Aitorney Gene: al ,,;,
hat a news anno.mcement had been made that the President had been wounded. The '

Oirecior swuted he next talked to the SAC of our Gf fice in Dallas, Texas. He was informed :
hat the President had baen wounded and had baen taken to the Parxland Memorial Hospitd,!
cae SAC also advised that Governor Connally had been shot and was now in the emerbency g
*aom with p.en...,c_,r at the same hospital, Mrs, Xennedy and Mrs, Connally, who were -
“¥ing in the same car, had not been hit. The SAC told the Director that it apsearcd that
“:‘ shots hod come from an upper s.)ry wmdow of the Texas Book Deposxtory b.iid.n
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. £poointment with Cirecior, 10:10 a, M., G=4~8% " ST e e e o YaB R 2‘_\ e
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TE Tre-2allas Office additionally acvised the Director shortly after 2:05 =, mes B
thal day that the President had died, Tuz Direcior Irimediately calied the Altorney . = bt
Genera) ouce ageia and tolg “Im of the death ¢! his brother, At this time the Dircotor - : &
anzzired 25 to whether the 2 -torney Genaxn ' planned to go to Dallas. The Director siated o
that ke il advisad the attorney Generil that 2 f suck plans were in tha mking te would E

facilate Yis departure arng arrival, The Diresor told Manchester that shorily thereaflter
Our Dallas Olfice eailed once again to incicate tict the President's body would ba .. S
irgmedigtel Y flown back to Washington and that taz Vice President had aireacdy kees sworn

inas Presicents The Direcior later called the A werney General once again and Wwld Xim A

that ths 7S was n.oving into the investigation, The Director advised Manchester {he: the - i?
FBl teck this action despila the fact that there Was no law making it a Federal violation 0

£23:c8inate the President, - : o BRI e e st W *

4t this point the Director gave Manchester a brief history of the .7 1
&ssassination of SAC Shanahan in Chicago, Mlinois, in the midde 1920°s, There was no -
Facergl lgw against assaulting or murcering an FEI Agent at that time. The Director . =
teld Manchester he initiated action to mzke it a Federal crime to-assault orkillan FBI - . I
Agent 55 tiat proper action could be taken in Federal court rather than a local court in -+ ¢
Smhmat‘;:.rs. o LR & - :.‘ r:-—--.-g'--"
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o & 81 v o The Director told Manchester that if the FBI had taken custody of ...
Cee Harvey Oswald, Jr, » Osviald would never have been killed by Jack Ruby, The e =
Birector siated that the murder of Oswald by Ruby naturally gave rise to consideradble -,
Spicuiztion and rumor, All of this could have been avoided had the Dallas police tzken ™~ =
froper aciion to protect Oswald, = - . - e L LT T et e st e e, T

RPN 95 =T e%m ae at . ASAE R N i Yl {
» R tA A PIER S D e 4

- Tace Director told Manchester that the FBI Immediately eatered the case,
despite ron-jurisdiction, and that we interviewed Oswald as soon as he was mzda available,
Thke Director stated that on the evening of November 22, 1963, at approximately 7:25 p, m.,
Presidant Johnson ealled him at his home and requested that the F5I tzke complaete charge
cf the case involving the assassination, The Director stated he advised the Prosicant .
that the FBI had already entered the case and that we would, of course, go all out In thig
ma.ers The Director also told the President that he was concerned about the great
imount of publicity coming out of Dallase - =« :acirce wricom <'piao s, AL A S

Yo w
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YA LY The Director then told Manchester that the Dallas police had glven out =
seusidarable information received as a result of FBI findings, pariicularly from cur S
saberatory, Ke addéd that on the 4th or 5th duy following the assassination be instrucied
T SAC in Dallas to contact Chief of Police Curry and order him to make no further_ -

tatements to the pressvith respect to the evidence or fnvestization Surrcunding the “*%-
-3szssination, The Director told Manchester that this thief of Police could kave told 3
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him to go tg hell; 7“')\"0‘-"1‘, he had reco"n.zed "‘e obvious necess-'ty and :.o"m of svch "2 i )
instruthions and m.2 complied. The Director explzined to Manchester at some luﬁ‘h\
ths-:.cwu..; to keep paysical evidence confined puor lo the praaec:u..on of an dun

The Du‘ec.or told Iw...nc..cs.er (.::'. on Sa':arc..y eveu.ng, November 23; .':'.‘.:‘.
1963 our Dallas Cllice had received an anonymous telephone call iacicating t'.L:.t pta.ns ok

had Geer made 10 murder Oswzld when he was removed from the Dilles C;ty onile Tha .

'FDI infor.sed the Dallas Chief of Police immediately, The Director told I\.anu..esler o

that origiral plazs for removal of Oswzld had bean made for 10:00 p, ra, that Saturday =
nighkt; The Chief of Police, however, changed thesa plans by acceding to the pressv Te

of he sress that Cswald be removed at 2 convenient time so that communicatizas mad

covld cover the event, Our Dallas Office again cz!lad the Dallas Police Departr.e.t ca

Sunday morning, November 24, 1583, and reminded that Deprxicient of the same =iz 7m0 %

anony mous telephone call, At that me the Chief of Policc a3 pur Dallas O:E.ce that -

all srecautions were being taken to prot ect Oswald. st ¥ aa ‘g s emoorz ._.~ SATETI
3 A - ':":

5% The Director informed Mﬁ.nchecter that followmo ‘he President’s cz 11 h
at ’1 25 p. ., November 22, 1933, he gave sp: c,mc ms'mctwns ti:at the FBI do ever .hing
pes$ibls Lo thorcughly inves.1g¢.te tl is case, The Director statéd that aodxt:on'ﬂ sy
pus?nas! were inmediately sent to Dallas. He told Manchester this was necessary -
irgsmuch as our D:llas Olfice and FBI Eeadauarters, as well as other offices, :'ecen.ed
Londreds and hu'mer ds of phone calls, telefrrams and leiters settma forth leads in tl..s
cas '. ; ; _ e - ged S ....,.._..._:..-
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Wil el Manch ster inqu!red as to whethar the Director placed any s:g‘:ﬁfxcm.,e bor w0 =
¢ the anonymous p‘\.ne call concerning the plan to murder Oswald, The Diractor replied”

t.‘k t we had no way of knowing at the time whether any Importance should be attzched or

not; however, we did have the res')onsibiuty to immedxately notil'y the Dallas police, . . .. ’
which we Al e v ST e ST PR et i Bl e B

The Director characterized Jack Ruby as somewhat of a ! ohce buff, "

A5 a result of kis friendship with a numbar of police officers he had eaay access‘b.hty .
to the Dallas Police Department, The Director stated that he did not know whether R‘..)y's -
rencrted insanily was of the sincere or faked type inasmuch as we were not psyChi'\.t“JSm.
Fe stated that Ruby had given the excuse that he had killed Oswald because of kis oby ious <

sflection for the late President and the fact that he wanted to prevent any further sorrow .-
0 Mrs, Kennedy in’xSmuch as she woulcx necebsarﬂy have to return to l}allas 1.nd tes#:zfs'__
egs:nst Oa\\"\ld. R At AT SIS R S S E PSP .1.;“;"_"_.; kidtivh
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' }-"' :r-o er hm-ired as to th., exact loc‘,txoq of the Dtrecto“ at the t'ﬁe : b
kwald‘ was killed*:a Sund Gay, November 24, 18€3. The Director replied that he was ot . _e
Ime. e staled that the Dzllas Ofice cor.tacted him immediately following this evért, .- A
inchester fnquired &s to the Director's fimmecizte reaciion, The Director replicd ¢ '-'t
s furst thought was how such an event cowid take p.ace, particularly under a systera of 5 3%
ivilized juatxce. The Director added that he had ordered an immediate check on J:Ck" 1.5
iy wnd paruc,marly to > ascertain if tr.e.-e had been a rclat:onship b..w.-er..n ‘Ruby and . &
Swalde . - R SR RSP ke ¢ St ..:.'r:“‘.'-,-:.;?-.‘:.' &
Manchester inquired as to whether t‘le Dxrector was watchmg tel ev-.,;on Y
t the time of Oswald's murder, - The Director replied in the nesative, He stated ke wes | i
'ovsing on official pzpers at the time, The D.rcctor addad that he usually saved Sandays ¥
> review lengthy documents and memor?.nda as weu as to prepare hxmself ror in c.*v‘e\x 8, ° N
zar m,,s, etc. e CTID gL JU O I A 2 S Y
'__-_-:':: ’ it - PR s, dmey mte ae —--'__‘:"- :‘\ R e ot I.“‘"!-J"‘“"':'P_;"z 3.
T I\.r.nches.er inaun-ed as to w hat the Dtrector was doing on Friday mo'::.‘.:r. AR
‘ovember 22, 1883, prior to the assassination, The Director replied that he was : ,‘ A
onducting busin eSS as usual th.-.tt he had had a nambcr of Lnterviews that particular oo
1ornin°.-__-; G L E e T mmmr T T T 4

o ETv, L R L R AT R

. em &

e Manchester incmred as to the pnvmcal locatmn of the wn-e sermce ticker :-»

.ach?"e; He was told that it is located across the hall and that pertment Mre ser nce ..
ems are brOuf'..t in to the Director immccmtely. )
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The D1rector told Ma.nchester that his fu-st conversatlon on November 22
2€3, with our Dallas Office occurrad at approximately 1:48 p,m, The Director was .
.v:;ed at that time that the President was not believed to be dead yet but that he had ... |
:fered a morial wound, The Director mentioned that on the occasion of his second ™+ - . - -
U to the Attorney General, the Attorney General had indicated that he had also been !.n = g ?
ach with a number of the Presment:al Staff and had been informed of a number ot

ails cmcermm the shootmg and the fact that the Premdent ha.d died,

& . - -.-l- - --..:.
e . .

e Nanchester inouired as to the Dlrector‘s o) )inion o[ the Attorney Gem-ral's
°ct10n upon being informed that the President had been shot, The Director replied - -
it the Atiorney General had been silent for a few moments and had then requested that -
e Director keep him informed of any further fr.cts received concerning this matter, » . ¢
»2 Direcior told \tanchester that the Attorney General is usually very cuiet fis mam.. -

til he has all the nccessary facts of a given situation, The Director smted tnat, t.

e -.'J "'- s
-
-

to“ney C_neral was not'tthe explosive ty >¢ unless he beca.ne angry.
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ST o Mr T -.est r to’d the D.re\tor tr the Preswcnt's call to the Divacion 2t
?_'i g, m., Noverster 22, 1S 23, agpeati to he ine of the first calls thzt the Presldmt
nade Uupon 'e‘""r’ng o V. as'u.ngto'z that ev ening. “he Director replied that he weuld -

i w

urmise thi? tils was covrect, Tiac Director added that our faves .‘.:;,n..a.. proceeded .ol ¥

arthwlih: iowever, it wes not until Monday or Tuesday of the following week that t,hx.’—'-“ ¢ !

.—5..-0 et

exigam ceciced to name a Presidential Commission Lo 1ook fulo the assassinatione &
ue Direcior told nMznchester that an FBI report had been sent to the Warren Commission ? ;
iLinten dayvs alier the President kad set up tiis boéy. The Director siated that he = -
ecsandlly rad zppenred before the Warrea Commission and that he considerec their
cestioning of kim to be quite thorouzh, Ee s'~ted that thorouzhness was necessary on " i

A D

83 - ‘I‘.'
R o’ the Commission inasmuch as this wo.Ld serve to assist in quelling gossin and B

L
seaulzticn in tie futures The Director quickly added, however, that rumors will . ... .
.:'::. cu..cermn" thic caSe, especially in Exrope where there is widespread gossip ~ "~ * §
Lacer ’.. smnasei mqsp.racy, for many years. A ':,.'_'_-' - L . g__--:_-:':,._;- ;ﬂt
FER Tt The Dxreclor to‘d Manchester that the statement that some of the- Sl 1)
Jormation may b2 withheld by the Warren Commission naturally gave rise to further .. B
amdr, Nonchester replied that he could understand the Chief Justice's statement in thxs b3
spsrd ingsmuch as not just any individuzl sheuld be z!lowed to look at the classified . e
zierinl saxt to the Commission by some agencies, The Director replied that the fssue - ;
i p2int {s such that excessive precautions of security is unwise, The Director exdlained - 2
: he h.:d never been a great' believer in wastelel precautions or going overboard | - ., 3l
eg g excessive security, He stated that an item is either classified or else it isn®t - fn

;nssi’i :&, The Director gave examples of leaks in Government that have given several .
resicanis extreme cause and worry, He stated that the FBI is usaa.ly calleduponto . - -
vestigate these leaks, however, newspaperimen raturally do not desire to reveal their - .=
warces, ‘The Director stated that if newsgape men did revea.l axch sou .rees thpt quite
1h.'“11y the Bourees would dry ups -

cam gt e e

Nanchester inomred ot the Dn-e\.tor as to whether the assassm:t-cm czse
:came ore of mzjor concern following the President's call at 7:25 p, m,, November 22
783. The Director stated that as he had previously indicated, the FBI had already -
:tered this case, He added, however, that afler the President’s call we went 211 out in
»ing such tnmr'fs as wor}qnn around the clock, sending a Washington-based FBI uflicial

| De llas and 2dding approximately 30 Agznts to the Dallas personnel complement. The
‘rector st.ted thatwe still have at least 50 mien who are tied up in running down leads .
1 this zarticular case throughout the FBI's service. He stated that this case will never
: clesed from an investigative point of view irasmuch as we will contirucdly receive’ |
.-.ds m“.'xy from ment cases, wh!ch necessarily have to be checkeu outy ::- .—.1_:.‘;
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Zopointiment-with D-rector, 10 10 r::., 6- -64
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BT PR S G- R 4 ce v
g & s u.u.]"n.. wester as“cd if the maller of a Prwmmt being assassmateu r.u.. Talw
:ing 2 F‘ Jeral etime had ever been discussca fully by the Ccncrress, or anyone else, . -
secrling to the Director®s knowledge, The Dirsctor replied that there had heen no -~
iscvssion to any extente He ctated e [!"?.ttn... ;.ed just never bee*n cmsu.ered., R
R & 1"‘“"1‘.35.0“ mm ‘red 25 to whether the FBI !*od p*‘xo“ m::‘.erzﬁ.l on Osw:.ld
«fore the assassination, Thie Director replied tiat we ¢id have some informeztion -
:garding Oswald, however, it was quite fhmsy in nature, The Director then e\'r.a‘ne:l
t some length the background of Oswa.d. Fe told Manchester of the press releasss tant
sv=ld 1nzcée in Moscow. He told Manchester of Oswald's employment fn a faciery in .
'insk, Russia, and of the fact that Oswzld had later retarned to Moscow. Tre Dirzitor T
‘gledtha! he ce"‘amly é:d no understand why the Department of Siate had failed to kave -
s»«alci sizn an aifidavit forfeitting his American c:.lzcnshlp at the tme Oswald reburned
) Mos.ot-} and visited the U, S, Emb?.ssy. Manchester spoke up and siated that the .
ata Depirpment claimed they had wanted to find out if Oswald had coramitted an < : Lo
1:3.&{11&?9. 2rime in the Soviet Union, therefore, no signed affidavit was taken from « -5 !
im, - The Blrector ar*a.in dzplored the fallu'e to have such an afficavit e:.ecut.ed. f_* =

\
S L R L B S L oo St 1Y
S SR ‘I‘h\. Director continued t.h°t we had internewed Oswald within two or tiree
-ys followinz his arrival in the United Siates, He explained that we, of course, desired -
- find ouz if 0:.wa‘d had been recruited as an-intelligence agent by the Soviet Union, The -
reclor told Manchester that this did not appear to be true,” He added that Oswald had

«.s3ified himself as a Marxist rather than a communist, The Director added that

‘:-m..ld t.ad later been interviewed in New Orleans after getting Into a street scae.Lo‘.e a
ith anii-Castroites over leaflets being handed out by Oswald, The Director told.-.: N
‘znchesier that Oswald could best be tcrmed a "loner," He explained Oswald’s . N

yeraurications with the Communist Party in the United States but added that Oswald S e
.d never joined the Partys The Director told of the incidents surrounding Oswald's - ¢
‘tempt 10 kill Gereral Walker in Dallas, He added that Oswald's wife, Marina, had * -"-'-'
iised us cf this incident following the assassination, The Director summarized this .

171 of the interview by indicating there appeared to be nothing in Oswald’s b,.cktn*ound

ish would reflect that he was a man of violerce and most certaialy nothmg v.nlch

Wivated tnat Oswald had any intenhons ol assussmahng the Pre51dent. ; s R “_‘T )

ceei ke Rt m i mteas e e .-.'.- p DAPIRER 4/ T, SIE
M anchester asked i' the D..ecto“ did not find it 0dd that Mrs, Oswald - !

*d rﬂﬂed to tell anyone about the attemnted assassination of Ger2ral Valker until afier -
sz murdsr of President Kennedy, The Direclor replied that he did not find tixs odd ln R
‘¢w of the cold ra 1;}t10'151up batween Oswald and his wife, the language barrier on the *

irt of Mrs, Oswald and the fact thzt Mrs. Oswald did not have the mu.w}l instincts of ,

1 ‘Arsevican woman but to the contrary had a different attitude aliogether,. He slated he

»ea no significance in Nrs. Osw alq' taﬂure to adnse of thxs incident pnor totie - -
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w2 Willom nznchesier, Aulhor of Kennedy Book .o = °
Ta Bz Publishsd in 1569 s A bt
£zpoiniment with Director, 10:10 a.m,, 6-4-84 Tt
' ~ Thz Clrector told Manchester that it was extremely éifficult to specuizie ¢ '
¢ ite melivations of Oswald to kiil the Presidsat. The Director siated it was entirely '~
c3ssidle Oswald may have wanted to ki1l Gevarnor John Counally, He explained tizt
Ciwild had writlen communications to Cavernar Consz ly protesting his particular Hpse )
ofiizeharge from the U, &, iiarine Ccrpzs Thi Diveclor added that President Xennely -
~o§ an inlellectuzal liberal type, He sizted that Presidat Kennecy had been desirous of
Kzeping pezce with honor, He sizted that Presidznt Fennedy desired peaceful co-existence
~=-~sineican Slyle, The Director addzd that the President, althoush he had been frm .
= Kis dezlings with Khrushchev, had a {zirly good reiationship with Khrushehev and tia
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Z3vizt Urdon, The Director summed up by stating that Oswald coad not have cesized to
i the Presicent because the President had dealt harshly, or spoken harshly, agaizst %
e Commnist Party and Chairman Khrushchev, - . : : e 4 & ot 4
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. lsfanchester'spe'cula'ted that perhans the communists, including Oswald,-*..":
Zd not like the relationship between the late Fresident and Khrushclev; therefore, the =
somrnunisis desired to do away with Presidert Xennedy so that this obstacle to their -< -
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ieeired philosoghy could be removed, The Director replied that this was entirely = =" | a
»ossibie) nowever, he wanted Manchester to clearly understand that Khrushchev was not P
. person to be trusted and that Chairman Xhrushchev had a very cold and evil mind,- -~ 7
(he Director, at this point, gave examples of Khrushchey's understanding of the English =
anguzze cespite the fact that he had-<Gioyznovsky, an excellent interpreter, with him .-.. ,
.t ¢l times while on his visits to the United S:ates. The Director told Manchester that - | s
-& had always felt it beiter to kick individuals like Khrushchev on the shins once in a B
'7Zle rather than to boot-lick them., The Director explained that Khrushchev was Joe 5 -fi.
msically an oriental and that individuals opposing orientals usually lost face in the © *...
rrienizl®s opinion when fear or trepidation was shown, AT L abiogntiu
Manchester inquired as to whether the Director's duties and .. .. .2, .- RS
‘csponsibilities allowed him to participate personzally in the funeral ceremonies, The :. - g

’irector replied in the negative, He stated he had been at his desk constantly, He : +-. -
ddzd that he had issued instructions that FBI personnel participate officially in the '~
eremonics by assisting Secret Service as much 2s possible, The Director spoke of the
~any visiling foraign dignitaries and of the dangers involved in the march from the - '
/nite House to St, Matthew's Cathedral. He told Manchester that over 40 Special - 52.-- .-

-gents had been assigned to assist Secret Service, particularly at St, Matthew's -....0
‘2iiedral, He further told Manchester that the authority to protect the President was -
‘carly a function of the Secret Sarvice; however, since the assassination we kava © .-
ssisted when calléZ upon, The Director bricfly zcvised Manchester at this poeint ol tte

nmaciate widespréad ramificatioas of this cz2se following the actual shooting, - A¢ tcid
‘enchester that 163¢s had spread to Mexico as well as throughout the ertire Unitec States.
Lerefors, it has beedt Hecessary for him personally to remain at his desk so asto =
anervise this matter, I DR S O e t’{::;' T EOC e
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At this point I reminced Manchester of his prevzous stf. ement me that
2 nad 1o Ba at the Walte Ecuse at 11:15 a. ra.  MNanchester thanked the Director twice -

soun his dezariure and s.ated that he was very aipreciative o the Director's cooveratxon
a3 coasilsvable time taken Irom a lx.s; schedule to be of assg ista.nce. S L R
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The Dircctor may desire to send the Attomey General t]*e a.ttached letier -
Lieating t t re had sezn Ma nchester. - P H - : R
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