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pruning of =211 shrubbery in the background of pictures to the totslly
unnecessary removsl and resetting of road signe. Both landmsrks were
required for orientation of the President's position at the time esch
shot wes fired. The best pictures, teken by the late Abrshem Zeprudsr,
were token over those signs.

By snother remerkabls coincidence, this definition of ths =res
of Commissicn interest - znd sven =t that too-leste cdete 1t wes not zn
order for no.changes - sxcluded both the locstion of the President whsn
hz wes rcesessinated end the plses from which ths Commission clsimed tha
chots were all fired by Oswsld =2lone. Ths President wes on Elm Street
nnd the Texss School Book Depository wes north of it.

Contacting lisde wes sspecislly interesting becsuse the rsport
did not origzinate with him snd the Commission knsw its sourcss.

If R.nkin éid not personslly order the memory-holing: of the
trenscript and sll other records of that Jznuary 22 hour-snd-s-hslf
of whet Ford celled en "sstounding problem" - and with his tight-fisted
control nothing else seems possible - he was thz boss. Thes buck stopped
with him. Secure in this knowladze, he founl =psce for = sinzl: psra-
graph on that drzmstic =vent.

It soys little, #gsin too much. Kny@inz nothing, hsving none
of the evicence rbout it, the Commissicn (McCloy end Russell were not
present) cdecided "thisz sllsgstion wes probsbly not scourstz, ' but "the
metter hed to be regasrded seriously.” Trsnslation: Downgrade but play
it e=fs.

(Ford guotess Rankin more pointedly from the Jenuary 27 session:
"We do have z dirty rumor thest is very bed for ths Commission ... very
damazing to the czencilss that sre involved in it end it must be wiped

out ..," which is one wsy of conducting #n investization to discover
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fect end truth, esll it "dirtys end without investigation ordein "it

must be wipsd out.")

Heving elected not to contact Wede directly, esnd insisting on
the Ciction that Wede hed been the source of the report, Rankin quotas
Cepry o2 heving 'ststed thet District Attorney Wede had been unsble or
unwilling to specify the source of this sllegation.” This is s pre ju-
dicisl formuletion, considering that Wsde wss known not to be the source,
to say &) thet hs wss "unwilling,” suggesting Wade wess covering up, end
b) thset he wes "unable" to "spscify the source.” It is even more preju-
dicisl whsn what Wade reslly said is considsred.

From Renkin's sccount, this fook more than an hour and a hslf!

Whet follows 1s cute:

On Thursdsy, Jsnuary 23, Secret Service Report No 767 wss
brought to my sttention ... This report is dsted Januery 23 een

Thet report 1s dsted Jenuary 3, 20 days esrlier. The informeticn

is dated 37 deys earlier ond wes immediately communicsted to Wsshington

by phons.

This is e lie, designed to meke it =sem thst nothing had rezched
Weshington sbout the Hudkins report until the dey efter Cerr phoned
Renkin, thus to bubttress the pretenses thst there wes no knowledge prior
to Carr's ea2ll =nd thet the Commission hed not overlooked its responsi-
bilitiss to look into this "dirty rumor" thet "must be wipéd out.”

How vigilantly did thes executive agencies pursue this "dirty
rumor?’ Swestt wes given as its source, not Wade, s2nd thst Secret Zer-
vice Report No. 767 had ssked thet Sweatt be interviewed - es of mid-
December, alre=dy s late d=te, considerinz the sarlier publicetion of

whst hed to be "wiped out." By Jsnusry 23 it hsd not yet been done.

So, Rankin finally "requested that it be dons immediately.”
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For the nitty-gritty, the supsr-supsr-secret mseting with the
Texes fourt of Inquiry snd Wsés =snd his essistent, Bill Alexender, thse
originasl source of the report, it wes srrenged thet all the members of
the Commi=zsion be zbssnt. When Ford ssid the Tsxens “slipped into the
netion's cepitzl with complete snonymity,” he did not exszgerste.

Renkin's wversion is that "The Chsirmen of the Commission snd I
met with them. Ford's is, "They met with Lee Renkin sné other members
of the staff." Both agrse, significent s this dlissgreement is for sny
resl investigetion ever to have been intended, thet ncne of the membsrs
of the Commission, =211 of whom wers spddled with responsibility. wes
present.

Ford hsd identifisd the Texess delegstion as Carr, Wedz 2nd "eny
other Drllss officisls |who had knowledge," lsaving out those he knew
ware there znd thus esvoiding mention of the two with moet responsibility
snd the CTIA conn=ction. Rankin identifiss them ss Csrr, Wade, flexencer,
Jaworski and “torsy. In Renkin's version, it is "Wades and others of the
Texes officials who stzted that the rumors to the effect thet Oswzld wss
an undercover sgent were widely held smonz reprssentetives of the press
in Dellas." This is ths expurgsted version, omitting =ny reference to
the FBI snd Resnkin's friend, "Desr Edgsr.”

Renkin, too, is sn expert =t switchinz. Here, where in feect it
refsrrad only to the FBI rumors, he says that "Wade end pAlaxsnder” et-
tributed 511 of this to ths press. T/ch

Dhere—foltows the ZentoTCe with—bhe slfevsfiionss

Weds stated he wes slso aware of 2n sllegetion to the effsct

that Osweld was szn informsnt for the CIA and csrried the numbsr
110669.
This is the mszicel numbsr. All raferencs to 1t dissppere -

ferever.
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To this point, s1ll Renkin has noted "for the files" is that
Csweld hes been reported (snd this by Hudkins only) =2s 2z suspected FBI
informant, "S172" end ss s CIA informsnt, "Number 110669," which is fer
from complde. ;

Out of nowhere, there heving bsen no esrlier refersnce tc sither
kind, Renkin then quotes Wede &s ssying that, "bssed on his expsesrience
s san FBI sgent during ths yesrs 1939-43, he did not think that the num-
ber /which number Rankin doss not gsy/ would bs sither & psyroll or

voucher numbsr cezrrisd on the Burssu records.”

Even for Renkin, this is = pretty lsrge non sequitur. With both

numbers represented ss identificztion numbers, he quotes Wade not on

this but on "payroll or vouchsr® number." He quctss nobody on the pos-
sibility of either number being consistent with informsnt identificetion
by the FBI, CIA or zny other fadersl intellizence or police orgenizeotion.
A locsl phone cell would hsve elicited that informstion.

Obviously, if s lstter snd three-dizil combinetion would be con-
sistent with FBI prsctice, as it is, the six-digit aumber would not be,
so Renkin's imprecision snd switching cen serve to help "wips out” thst
"dirty rumor.” Weds is further quoted ss saying whst subsequantly wes
confirmed when s robbery of FBI Medis, Pennsylvenis, officss turned up
a lerge number of political ("security" to the FBI) reports, that in-
formers “"would probsbly be psid by the FBI sgent In cscsh” snd that "it
was customery for the szent to cerry the informer on his books es a
numbar.”

Heving bezun his memo pretending this wss the first knowlsdze
the Commisskon hsd of any report that Oswsld had bsen s faderel inform-
ant, Rsnkin next, forgetting this end his znd the Commission's totel

silence sbout thsce reports, including those published, glipped 2 bit



L0
and acknowlsdged their existence:
There wes s gensral discussion regerding othsr informztion
dicclosed ia the investizstive reports which lend some degree
of cradibility to these 2llezstions.
what "information' from whet "investigestive reports" tending to
credit tne belief that Oswsld had bsen s federal informent wes not worth
mentioning in Renkin's memo. This is one of the better weys of svoiding
resort toc the memory-hole system of filing valuable informastion.
There follows, in the ssme paragraph, whet is clesrly indicatsd
ss not this confirmstory informstion from investigative files, a list
of elght topics described es "Among the other (emphasis edded) metters
discussed =t the mesting.” Rankin is consistent. He ettributes neither
mesning nor interpretstion to any one, restricting himself to the list.
All, howsver, when understood, sre additionsl confirmetory information:
(1) the uze by Osweld of fost 0ffice boxes;
(2) use by Osweld of alisses;
(3) the lenzthy 2-hour interview ccnducted by the FBI of
Oswald in August of 1962 /or immedistely before he is ssid
to hsve bscome sn FBI informent/;
(L) interviews conducted by Speciel Agent Hosty in Dellsas
regerding Osweld's vherecbouts /Hosty knew/ and the fsilure to
notify Secret Service of this Information;
(5) the comment after the asssssinetion of Special Agent
Hosty that Oswsld had contected two known subversive sgents
sbout 15 days before the sssessinatlon;
(6) Oswsld had Specisl Agent Hosty's csr licence end tele-
~ phone numbers in his notebook;
J(7) Oswsld's mother has ststed that her son was an &gent ...
(8) Special Agent Hosty wes transferred from Dalles two
weeks efter the sssessinztion.
finally it turns out that the Secret Service flled an oral report
with the steff - sfter the Texens left, naturslly - thst Sweatt hed been
interviewed sbout Secret Service Report No. 767. Sweztt's sourca?
Asslstent District Attorney Bill Alerender, who hsd just been there znd,
from Renkin's memo, heé neither been quéstioned sbout this nor veolun-

tesrsd sny informstion sbout it. The only other thing edded is that

Swestt hsd agresed perhsps it "wss 179 rathsr than 172.7
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Thus wers two of the most drematic snd incredible moments in
history - first officisl considsrstion of whether a President had been
killed by = men working for en officisl intellizence sgency - reduced to
officiesl nothinzness. Ths first, providentislly, was dsatroyed 2nd the
second, with even more foresight, arrsngsd to have n:2ither £ record
made nor a2 member of the Commission pressent.

Is there snything like this in fmericen history? In the histeory
of modern civilizstion?

By Jaznuary 27, when the genteel old ladies were permitted their
kaffee klatch on this. therse had been mych thinkinzg and tslking - end
the =dded precesution of suppression. Ford's Jjaw, lubricated by expecto-
tions of profit, hslps & bit with whet we now know i¢ this session whose
tronscript exists but is supprassed.

Ths others, he ssid, looksd to Dulles for edvice #nd counsel.
Dullss had spent much of his life in intelligsnce =snd hsd long hsedad
ths CIA - &t precissly the time it could havs used Osweld. Whet bettsr
rerson for turning to him for sdvics end recommendetion thsn tha fsct
that, if Osweld hed been working for the C I when hs wes in Russisy i

would heve bsen nnder Dullesl

Dulles did scknowledgz thsth had this been the cess. there would

be "nothing in writinzg."

The Commission immedistely forgot that.

At this mesting, Renkin =eic wheat he did not in his mzmo, that
vede "wss so troublsd” becauss of his prsvious FBI expsrisnce, "Hes
handled r= much 23 $2,000 2 month during the wsr pericd in which he
psid off informents 2nd underccver sgents in South Amsrice.” 1In that
pert of the world end =t thet time, §2,000 2 month went very f=r.

Anothsr guote from Wsde (whe hed slso maeds clesr hs wss nob fe-

milisr with sny changes in FBI prectice):



He thought thet the postal box wss en idezl wey to handls
such trenscctions snd wes = wey he had used ¢t veriocus times
in the psst teo (sic).
If Oswnld sver hed esny other resl uss for post cffice bexes, it
wes nsver essteblished.
At this juncture, Ford sxpressed the concern of ths Commissicn

thet

it would not bs Jjustified in plunging into the mstter in soms
irrssponsible menner thet might jeopsrdize the effectivensss
of an imporsent agency's operstions.

How this mizht havs besen done Ford does not explein. How it

could heve been dons, when the Commission did everything in complete

secrecy, csems beyond explanstion.

Ford's discussion has it thet "Every intelligence 2gency of the
Government slso hed to be scrutinized” in pursuence of the Commission's
mendete. '"The Commission would heve to devise &n zpproach that wes in-
dependent of #1ll thesse agencies.” To do ths jJob, true.

The Commission's "independence" of these sgencies consistsd in
using them end nobody else for 100 percent of its investization. Its
"scrutiny” conslisted of ssking the sgencizs to deny the cllegetions,
which esch digd.

No mere.

3snator Russell, sppsrsntly, hed been cueéd in on none of thie,
for he rsked, "Whst steps, if sny, hsve we taken to clear up this mst-
ter?"'" Renkin replisd thet he snd Werren hed "discusssd verious possi-
bilities.”

One wss to ask the Attorney Genersl "whet he would sasy about
whether OJswesld wee or wes not sn undercover szent.” Pleture of Bobby
Kennedy combingz the poorsr sections of three southern citiss looking
for informente for the FBI! How #lrfe could hs know? Orwsll to Aesop,

in desperstion.



L3

Ancther was Renkin's suggestion, thet "I should zo over =nd see
Tdzer Hoovsr myself" ené c¢# jole him inte understsnding "this problem."
Rankin addsd, "I would be frank to tell him' that "his stetemesnt ...
wWwould not be sufficisnt.” Picture of Hoover breskinz down zné confescs-
ing 211 - a2ssuminz he had a better weay of knowing thasn the Attorney
Genersl!

With HooverYs deniel "not enouzh,", it is whst the Commicssicn
settlad for.

Then Boggs ssked for other a2lternstives, Renkin suggested "execmins
Hudkins." Therefore, Hudkine wes nsver "exemined” by the Commission.

McCloy seid that, if they got pro forms denials, "that probably
stops us unlsss we run inte somethinz . . ." (excision in Ford).

Russell, first expressing sdmirstion for Hoowver, ssid, "Wes c=n
zat sn effidsvit from Mr. Hoover ... but if we didn't go sny further{/ﬂfr)
than thset, znd we don't pursue it down to Hudkins, or whoever it is,
thare would still b= thousrnds of Doubting Thomsses ... gnd you Jjust
didn't try to cleer it up snd you just took Hcover's word." He wes
rizht on the "Boubting Thomsses," rizht on doing nothing but tsking
Hoover's word, gnd right on thst nd cleering snythinz up. But he was
wronz, snd nc effort wes mede to tell him the truth, in believing thst
Hudkins wes the source. Raenkin knew better =nd was silent. Hudkins did
no more than report what hs hsd bssn told sndé Alexsnder, sccording to
Renkin, wes one of the sources. His source 1is unknown,

Ruesell sdvissd, "you cen't bzse the conclusions of this Commis-
sion" on no more than Hoover's osth, unquestioningly ss he woulc sccept
it.

Agsin ths questioning of Hudkins by the Commission, this tims

described by Senstor Cooper =g their "duty.”
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McCloy reminced thet the Depertment of Defense "has sn intelli-
gences unit, too." Msny mors than one. And they duplicata,
Thes Keffee Klatch soon got to the point where the eminent chair-
msn knew the snswer without sny investigetion - before 1t wes deciced
whether or nct thsre woulé be eny kind of investigetion:

We must go into this thing from both ends, the end of
the rumormonzers 2ndéd from the end of the FBI ...

As Osweld's guilt wes ordsinsd in sdvence, so wes it with the
innocance of the FBI snd its venerebles overlord, of whom Mre. Msrtha
Mitchell, wife of the Nixon Attornesy Genersl, quipped, "Il you've met
one Director of the FBI, you've met them all."

Almost timidly, Renkin ssked, "Would it be scceptsble to go shesd
end find out what we can sbout these -- " only to be interrupted by
McCloy's inter jection of "Hudkins' cources." Renkin picked it up by
ssying they could then ses if Hoover "rescts.”

To thst hidden moment in history, for that tiny fregment of time,
this is =s closs es snyone ever cszmes to sa official investigetion of the
first indispenssble men in American government, J. Tdger Hoover.

Warren ¢id not like the ides. He thought, "we ought to know what
we sre going to do, and do 1t, znd teks our chences one wey or the
other.” Hs d1d not wsnt to meks the Commission look "spolozetic" or
"in sny wey reticent to make sny investigstion.”

Brave telk for the mouse who never belled the c=t. It sncourszed
Renkin to what, in Ford's copyrighted government (meaning public) prop-
erty, 1s the last word:

"I don't think the country is going to be sstisfied with
the mere statemesnt from, not to_use Mr. Hoover's nsame /perish
the thought - such s blesphemy!/, but just exemine ebout eny
intellizence sgency that Oswesld wesn't hired, in the lizht of
this kind of 2n sccussticn, s rumor.”

After getting this off his chest, Rankin'e words streightsned

e e



L5
out 2 bit:

"I think thst ths country is= goinz tc expect this Commies-
sion to try to find out the fects £s to how these things =re
hendled (emphesis added) to such 2n extent thst this Commis-
sion cen fairly szy, 'In our opinion he wes or wss not an
employse of any intellizence sgency of the United States.'”

The Commissiom mey not have been "in eny wey reticent sbout mek-
inz" thet investization, but it didn't. It may have understood thet
the unsubstantisted word of Hoover would not be scceptsblse to meny,
but that is whet it got, no more, from him or CIA hesd McCone. It
wound up ss Rankin wound it up, without the pretense of zny resl in-
quiry into whether Osweld "wes or wes not an smployse of sny intelli-

gence sgency of the United Stetes.” It cennot with honesty be described

s even a superficisl, perfunctory loock st "how those things sre hsndled.

Is there any wonder, with these the words sslected from those 35
pages to put the best possible fsce on the Commicsion anc its investigs-
tion of Osweld ss =n sgent, =nd ths selection by 2 member of the Com-
micsion, the government refuses the trenscript to me?

This record ie so frightful thst the government, meesning in this
ceee the Depertment of Justice, of which, in theory, the FBI is psrt,
would rether risk thes cttention e lewsuit might get thsen let those bones

rettle off the skeleton with the opening of the closet door.

Compromised ss they were by their connections, the Texsns were
less timid. Or, perhasps, instead of suggesting they wers mede of
sterner stuff, which seems not to be the csse, despite the vaunted
Texss rep, it would be mors precise to sty they tslked tougher.

It wes zlmost zs though Wsggoner Cerr hed bugged that eizht-
foot Commission tzble. Two deys later, on January 29. he sent the
Commizsion s letter in which, without mention of the horrendous subject,

Oswald as sgent, he sugzgested:
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(1) From the Dirsctor of both ezencies involved thesre
should be obtainsd the nemes of every =zent end representa-
tive in service in the Delles sres between the months of
August end December. This informetion must be complete so
that every sinzgls representative who scted for these sgenecies
in thet erss, whether for only & few deys or for seversl
months, is to be included.

(2) Bech of the men on these two lists should be sxerminsd
undsr osth tc determine whether he hee 2ny knowlsdze of the
subject matter under discussion.

(3) The director--the number one msn of ssch sgency--as
well o2& the district director of esch agency (beinzg the dis-
triet within which Dsllas lies) e2ch should similarly be
axsmined to sscertein whether sny of them has =ny knowledgze
of the matter under inguiry.

If there iz sny substance to the report under investinge-
tion, it is poseible that knowledge of the metter rests with
only one or two individusls end this mekes 1t perticularly
importent thet every single person who wes in the =sres during
ths months involved be s=vsilable for interrogestion.

Renkin fobbsd him off with n polite letter ceted Februsry L. He
reprasented himeelf =¢ impressed with Cerr's suzgestions =nd quotsd
Warren's opinion that they were "sound snd thorough,” recommzndrtions
thet "csrtzinly will bs seriously considersd by the Commiscion.”

And thue it ceme to psss, no better resson being needed the®
thet they wers "sound zné thorouzh.' thet the Commission followed not

one of the Taxss rescomm=ndsitions.

In the end, ths Texsns ware sctirfisd. They cant coples of
thsir)ﬁaport to th: Commission, receiving prepsr thenks =nd preise.
I trizd ny luck, ssking Cerr for whatfever informetion he sould provide.
Nothing he ssid, sfter the first sentencs of his single-persgreph re-
sponsns, ls secursta:

For your informstion, during the course of ths invesetige-
tion, I heard the rumor thet Oswsld wrs employezi by the FBI
[ or CIA =t the times of ths cssrssinstion., 1 forwsrded this

rumor bo ths Werren Commissica snd insisted that they chsck
it out. I did not meke = speeciel or hurrizc trip to Vsshing-
ton for thet purpose, but hendlsd it on onz of my numerous
tripe there during ths Werren investizetion. As you know. I,
or my special counsels, sat in on elmost 1l of ths hessrings

s
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during the iavestigstion. So fer #s rnyons from Texecs sit-

tinz in on ths hesrings wee concerned, this rumor wes explored
end investigzted snd found to be feles.

Texss wes content - officislly, et lssst, 2s wes Washington 2nd
£11 its burssucrsts of 2ll the sgenciss Oswzld might heve served. Only
ordinary peopls wers not. The suspicion linzgers thet 0swsld had, in

fact, been some kind of informant.



