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The Director o1 the irchives snurht to content hiisel® wi*t' the

madrs statamant there wes no transeri-t of 2ny executivs session of Janusry

Ay

2, 1864, It is © rrover buresucratic concert, or at lesst the accepted one:
he did nét,'in h;s own eyes, misrespresent; he nersly didn't snswer, didn't tell
the truth. I hve given aim preof thers had teen such = session. There wes
no Sommission from which the informaticn could be elicited. He bassed the buek
%7 nothing.

“Len I esked him for the bills coverins thet dots he did nnt
resgrond. fe sinnle ‘cnored ths request, =nd for an unconsclonstly long time,

it

even sfter I repested it and eslled to his at+ention.

So, on next to tas l.st dsy oI the yesr I sppezred =% the 'rehives
end ssked for the files covering the court reporting services. They srs: two,
not listed in sither the sc;calle& list of tasic scurce mate?iﬁls, the gibberish
that v.sses 28 @ bitliograrhy, snd tas files list, no t guch meore mesnizgful.
Tris I publish in POST MORTHk. One ds heeded, "Presidential Comniesinn, Remnorting
Serviee", the other "Ward % Psul, Heporters'.

It seems as though Senntor Fussell's recomrendstinn carried weisht.
The firm of 7srd snd Isul, =n experienced, cammetent ons, got the jeob at the
gning rete. Jesse “erd, Jr., =z well-Xnown fizure on Japitel Eill to my nwm
knowledge Inr wmore than 3C ysafé wrote the “nief Justice = letzer setting lorth
standard terms znd kenkin reclied, sccepting tue ofler. The other spplicants were
ignored, from thze files.

To wh=t might b: regarded =s stsandsrd crnditions, “asrd =dded the
of fer to deliver u1l the stencgracthic notes, &nd the recordingsz (they used
distabelts) to t 2 Commission, regulsrly, for destruction. .hether or no% this
wee stipulsted verbolly, not in &ny ecrsuwunication o the reporters, tm files
do not revesl, lormslly, the reporter is expect-d to kKeep nils oriagincl notes =nd

to be =ble 4o testifly in =ny sutsecuesnt leg:l zroc=zeding itk taem in his head.



The filze sisn disclese thct ward was as good 2s his world - sometimes
tetter. Dach days nroceedings wer: delivered tas f-llowing arrning, each

acconmnanied Ty = priqted receirt form. Gankin stipulsted th~ few ~e-n’e suthorized
to gceert tn--trenscript éf tegtimony - =nd his staff coumsel were not sno
trusted - =ni esch such tramserint is covered bty » receipt. Thet dsted Janusry 22,
1964 is perticulsrly interssting, not slone tecsuse it iz the firset. it is
Heceipt lo. 30Cl. It resds, “"received from (4RD & xiUL (blunk filled in with the
word) nine copies of trenscripts of proceedizngs tafore (blenk fillei in) the
tresident's Commission on the Asssssinsticn of Fresident Xennedy". The printsd

in
form continues, "in re" anl there is smother long blank %o which wss typed

at
#TOP SEORET", %hen, agein printed “"geld &k “sshington, D.C. on", with ths date

added, "JTamery 21, 1964".

“hat i= especislly fesscinatins iz this: acaording tp the printed
+rpss tranecripbs end everythins =lse T con find, there were nb "proceedinge
kefnre the Tresifent's Somnission" before Februery 3, “hen ¥erine Csweld was the
carefully-selected first witness!

There wse, howsver, all executive sessicn toet day. ~i the Commiszsdon
got ninz copies of the transerivt, this nrovided tut two for the files =nd =y
cther purposes, once the sevan members of the Commission esch zot one. Even this

ecopies of the hearings

scant nurter turned out to e foo meny/for the penypinching Ran'in, wha on May 4
prote Werd snd Paul, "Peis is to inform you thet -8 o® thiz dete on the depocsitions
only the Commiseion will require s totel of six copies rether thsn the ten" with
which it uhed begun. .het about that plaint of the membe rs thet esch one stayed
smwalke to the wee smell hours after his regular busy ésy sedulously studyinz the
words of the more than S00 "witnesses®? With one copy cvailable for tne W tness'
perusal, even +ish nens for the staffl £here were still two wtimz=E embers vwhe could

not neve seen the trsnseripts. It is certsin there were file snd staff copies, It

ie =mlen certsin that the picus plsint ol the members s 8 rublic-relstions freud,

gs other n” the files make 5= E2Xizimx clear.



"ell, sside from the other resuired f-rm-fillins on Receipt Mo, 3001
for the stencgrzphie tromseripi, the nsome of tue recipient, Julis 7. Zide, tae
deliverer, Jesse R. ard, Jr., himself, =nd the time, 8;85 %.m. (2nd 2.m. is not
specified), ther; rém&iﬁs a.single sipnificant additicn. In ths midile of thke
ferm, where tiaere ie sn sbundsmce of blanl spsce, these words sre typed:

"also, Repcrter's notes, mester sheets, carben peper, wmsste.”

There it isz. Bverything is turned over to the Comrmisszinn for
destruction, -nd not even 2 single stsff counsel is entrusted with this
respeonsibility. If there is a guesticn sbout tke testimony, there csn be no
enswer. LZven ths disctbelts were shredded. ind there wers cusstions, some
snticipated 2nd eliminated by the reporter. For example, attached to the
Jyne 8 receinvt fir the 82 poges of the Jdune & deposition of Billiam Kirk
Stucke®, the newspsper sri radio raporter who had personsl_contact with Uswgld
in “ew Crleans, iz tois nots, typed on hslf of & sheet of the specially-printed
ditto psper used for the tr-nscripts: N, te to Lil- we will use photocovy)

"They spoie of Commission Exhibtit (Stuckey) MNo. 4 ask heving been marked for
identificstion, but nowhers wse this done. *t was not clesr where it wess marked,
if it was. So I msde no mention of it, either, in the trsnscri-t or the index.
Perhaps you will went %o check it., Al Lode"

It is trult an sccomodating reportsr who zliminstes "cusstions" in
sdvance.

Should thers rem:2in in the resder's mind, = fter my assursncs that
Ward contructsl to deliver his reporters' notes, dictstelts, esrbton pespsr snd
miscellsneous trach, every serap ol it, to the conscientious Rankin =o the
pennypincher could zssure him self of the proper destruction ef the originsl miterial,
s rother unuzusl diligence wnsn the subject-mztter of the inouiry wes the murder
of an Americen President, I present this typed note: Lil- we'll uss = vhotocopy

r2/7/64 - 10:30 =a.m, ¥r. Blmer Moore of Sec et Service took rll Xk

gs wazte moterizl delivered by .ard =znd Taul to date to e burpmed “ith obher



matter 2t the ‘hite iiouse under xxé supsrvision of “hite Louse ZFelice. Julis Tide".

Uoes it sound like 2 p:lace plot? It wss the norm, the regulsr function-
ing of ta's Commissicn. 411 the imperisheblé records perished by the fle=me, in
the %hite House hose occupsnt took it ovar only because of the murder Gbeing
"investigsted”.

Is there = suestion sbout th: festimony? Thet h-s been resolved,
“hatever the Commissinn wsnted the record to sh~w, thet 1t chows, and there is none
to gsinsey it, nnt even = mute gray a;k to oprose it.

But everybody does have 4o get puid, &nd there must bz same kind of a
recorz of the 7eyment. «ith tue contract providing for s rage rate of compenss-
tion to ‘ard % Paul, evary nege for which they were paid hed to b tabulsted.

Their first btill to toe Commisszion wes for 84, 629.75.% this covered

thz month of Fetruary, sswell as the first tiem, "Jan., 21 & 27, Orig snd 8 coples™,
i
r

@ total of 202 pages st the Page Rate ~F §$2.50", or 520.00. These were executive
sessions. rrom Jenusry 2l threugh Februsry 27, all items were merked "DATLY
Delivery szve one, After the trenscripts of "Feb. 4,5 % 6", the dstes of Lsrins's
originel testimony, there spoeers this notation "RUSH Delitery ( 4.E. Session of the
6th only)". Perhaps, some time i: the future, our snslysis will tell usz what there
wes in Msrina's testimony of thet Thursdey merning thst excited %his great ond,
for a penurious m:n like Renkin, costly extra service. On it, thectrsge rste went
up from the $2.55 for the tenbecopy sebs of trenscripts to ©3.08 - end Rankin i= the
men wno refused to spend pennies for copiesof the pictures of tie Tresident's
rurder. I doubt ‘f it is the l=st thing she then said (IF103), that her late husbend,
the accused sssassin never ssid "snything szsinst the leaders of” thz Ynited Stetes
government.

vere it ths s fternoon zession, then ths rss.on #-uld be obvinus. Thcse
numerous lies to which sne glibly testified, k¥non ss lies t» the Commission, plessed

it no end. For sxsmple, of the rifle she had fxx zlready +to,d the gov:srnment she

could not identify, she hsd the headline-grebiing formulation (1H119):



"Thiz is the frteful rifle of Tee Nzweldr,

I could alen heve had irtsrest in these few unwelcome tiings she
tlurted out, like her excalsmtion sbout tie panerl 1In whieh her husbtund hwend
allegedly égrrieﬁ ﬁae rifile té.work th- mornin - o the as:assinet on, "It wssn't

(1ii120)

brown be ore", iz fhus she mede public whst had been hivden, thet the WBI's
"work" cn.that "evidence” had entirely chenged its charset:r. About the smmuni-
tion with which ber husbsnd slleredly shot tae Frecsiient, "I n:-ver saw sny chells" (1
(iH120 hile she did lie (1H123 end utter those words so rrized by the
vcmmission, saying "In Hew Orleens "He told me when we were in iNew Urlesans
that he wes 2 Jommunist”, which he certsinly had not, for he was virulently
snti-Communis$, she could not resist sdding,"but I didn't believe him, becsuse I
szid,' Whet kind of Communist ars you if you don't like the Communists in Russiatg»

XX To her lee, the Russisans were "fs3, stinkine npoliticizns", =nd
the smerican Communi.te hsd "betrsyed the working class”, but she k-4 testified
he told her he wse = Comrunist.

“hen we stop to wonder wh:t might heve ben ir the rether lerge
nutber of pictures Skinflint Rankin could have bouht with the 3107 extrs he
p7id for that "RUSHE Delivery” of her Tursdey morning testimony, esch picture costing
tut pennies tn print, we know only th=t he recsrded it as significant. The cuestion
"why", femperarily, remsins.

But ther remzins no cuestion =t all about the Iast item, or of the

Jenuary 22 executive session of the Commissistn, for which st zrest cost all
those “exes officisls, busy =nd importsnt in th:ir own. Gtste, were so urgsntly
flown to VWeshinglton a month ~fter whst they -ere ssked sbout was in the pepers
but ths vary moment *hey showed signs of officisl cornizance, or m&king an
officisl,record o the possibility Lee H:rvey Uewald hzd been some kind of
sgznt of some Tudersl int-lligence ssrvicz.

after 211 th- other items in this bill, cut of chronologiesal rodero

hers it would heve been the second item, tkhere is thisz cne for "Jan,22", the



&8
chisnge in p=ge recte recuirinz a separate listing:

"Mo write-up (reporter's notes confiscated by Counission) psges
estimasted"”. Then, thiz session Shut kegzn et the =nd o. the workin- day - s little
&fter the snd of the normal one - wes_estimated to have taken 30 nages, much less
then it undoubtedly did, for which Ward % Faul charged st the fant@sticslly chesp
rete of 50.825 vper non-existent puge, giving thne highly-psid regortzij the coupany,
between them, s mere 24.75.

There srx feww court raporters willing, had this one gotien &ll 24,75
of whet wsz billed, to sit around beginning supper time for several hours, pay
can fares wnd things like thet, for what to them mx is such 2 emell sum. Verd &
Paul hsd the office staffs standinz by, with thoss vho do the sctusl tyoping,
those who do thes duplicsting, etc., ready toc rush the wiole bit through, for kix
this trenscript didn't begin until well sfter the time of the dey the ususl ones
ended, =n? it is ne cinch to deliver 2 compzient trenserint” first thing the
frllowing morning. Terd % Peul burt, but -hsy hurt in silence.

Only thisz mute bill, of 4ll the enoymity ol that wast litersry
oyickssnd of the ectimated 30U cubic feet of tae Commission's still-existing
files, telks uz whet happencd to the executive seseion of Japusry 22, 1964, where
the Texess officisls drommped sverything to tell what they knew or had hesrd of
Osweld as & fedsrsl sgent.

The words wers naver typed. The words thet were redorded were shredded
" thenburned - in the “hite Eouse tenamted by the rwn who becams its occupsat by
tas murder kxixzxEx thus "investigoted" by those te whom hz, personslly, had
cesigned the tssk. 1t is 8 ncre then ususlly ghouiish facet of the iscBethisn
drema. Therefors, 1 hasten to sdd, not for the first time, tost I do not
beliave him en esssssin, do not believe he ordered the murder, wse in =ny W=y
contectzd with it - s:cve ass ite beneficizry. Unfortunstely, this 4id nét over-
come his politicel instincts. He did not recall the injunction for Cseser's wife

and the cleanliness of he: skirts, which is -lso eprplicsble to the Tresident of

the United States, perticulsrly when he takes office through the murder he is
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and had hezard, bkbout what the federsl zovernment svoided when it wss
public, when 1% .as in ths tress, stout which =11 the investigations were
fremed in =dvance where they were not elimin:ted to bezin .ith, =bout
QEREXA Agent Osweld.

John Xennedy's fevorite took of the %ible iz mine, In Eecclesintes
it is written,Bhere is & time and £ place for everything".

Tnis wee the $ime of "reporter's notes confisceted by Commission,
ths time of "o write-up"”, the time "lir. Elmer Moore of Secret 3ervice %took sl1"
the notes »T the r=vorter, =2ll his carbon prrmer, =g the wested pages, 21l the
waste of avrious ¥inds " to be burned = the “hite House”.

A tims tn be born snl o time to die;

& time to sow snd & time to resp thst which hes been sown.

& time to shred snd = time to burn.
4 time to freme.

4 tims to hids.

4 time to melke **scBeth of & hack

time for e coup d'etzt.

and s time to pressrve the coup d'stst.

b

There is, indeed, s time 2nd e pdece for svirything.

Jenmuary 21 ¢ 1964, was tus time the succeszion of wyndon Johnson was
in jeopardy, th. time when federsl involvem_nt, whether or not inveoluntzry, in
the murder of the Prezidznt, became mmzxyxwidzkim =z metter of nfficicl defersl
federsl record, s record for history, a danger to the coup d'etst thst begen at
12:30 the sfternoon of “ovember 22, 1963, in Delage Jegley Plszs, Dallss Texas,
where the rbtizht werming sun shined sfter a rsinins-, dresry morning, with the
nopulsr younz Faesidernt murdared in tie midile of a friendly wsve at tle
unéxpectcdly lzrge end warm crwod crowds in the h-art »f enemy territory.

It thus Zecsme the time for the shredding end burning of the

evigence.
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The ‘merifsn way iz more subtle 2= it is more =7 ectiva.

It turns evidence.

nd 1t sees tn it, wunietly, ef ecisntly, effectively, th=t t* unburnsd
tooks are"gnaveilable..Jhiéh iz batter ths burning,

Sut burning was not Hankin's only answer.

Cur exeminstion of thes files on the renirting services i. not compl:ite.

If the filee are - 2nd todsy who cean say - thare reme2ins porhsps @ grester
sczndsl. Elsawhere I discucs at sowe length the tronscript of the executiw
session of September 18, 1964, the Commission's last, st which some of the
disquite disquidbed members recorded their misgivings st the cont:int of the Heport
that was thsn sbout te be published. They msde » record for hisztory for themselves-—
or at least so they thought. In those psssages I detail whet w=s seid thst ne
,onger exists, show with vhofocopies of tie once "TOP SECET" executiv. sessions
how it was 211 corrupted, how it wWee not, i fact, = trxnséri;t, certsinly nct =
Ward & Peul trasnscript.

Tith the bills - and remember, everybody gets pseid - in my hande, I zoucht
ons to cover, no nztter how inzdewustely, no matier 5% how reduced snd unprofitstle
8 rate, the executive session of September 16, 1964, the historic ome in thich the
members ~f the Cevmicsion disogreed with the zonclusiens prefsbricated +to bsr their
signatures =rd with them the weight of their eminence, the persussiveness of their

reputaticns.

There is nonel

From my psge by pege, receipt by receipt, bil ty bill ex=minstion of
Fil1es "Presidsntisl Commissinn 10" andugﬁgid % Paul Reporters", the lust hesring
wes thet of iLarins Cewsld,st the Dellas Air Stetion Sunday. Spetmember 6, 1984,
membsre hei had snd expressed th: decpest nisgivings., Yarine

There, ton, fth2

hzd changed her story (but th: Hepsrt wes not changed). Ilowever, there wss tie
Yohn D
subsequent snd laest tostimony of KXHNEIH Gellsgher, the ¥BI's spectogravhic expert

who wes uever zsned £ cueestlon sbout his still-supn-essed svectrogr-vhio anslysis



186

of the fzked "ballisztics evids.ce" of the sssas:instion, that of the bullet snl
frengem fregmeonts <l legedly used but nevsr proved to hove © n used in the -urder.
Jis September 15 testimony is published (15H756), bat tle biddl for thexm taking

cf ths deposition is Yed through. l‘ppriopriste, for cen one imsgine th- integrity
of en investigotion that tulkes only incorpetent testimo.y ebout thz mnet basie
evidence, from 3 witness who i: cereful ss the IBI's firesms expert, dHobert frazier,
wag careful %o do, s8 I brought %o lisht in YHITIVASH ( b. ], then =sks no
single question of the on2 corpetent witness, the men who did the work, side the
study, ansi then doesn't even cell him as s witness until sfter the ¢niire

massive Aeport hss tesn rnot only written but sek in type snd rady for the press
rolling.

So, we hove no record of any cfficisl reprrter making avy ExxxIazx
official record of toe Commission's most importsn- d:zliberations. Thers iz ho
bill in ths files.

There is nothing to ssy thers was "no write-up”, there were no
notzs  to be "corfisested by Comnizsicn", no need for shredding and “hite
H,use bizmxmx burning.

If there iz an error in eny ol the bills or recipts, & crimne hss
been committed. Zvery one is sworn to before s notery putlic. losto including
tte one sbovs cited, by Ward & Peul's long-tims m nzger, who I Xmew well
30 years sgo. ‘e iz Ysyne Birdsell. T.e iMarch 10, 1964 bill, covering mverything
up to =nd including the end of February, was yxsgaxxix sworn to tefore inthony S.
Pastnyck (rizht), Netery Fuktlie, D.C. Lisreh 11.

It is with the rewriting of history, with coups d%etasts, with the

freming of the dead Dreyfuses ené of sll tue living end thoss yst unborn with them

o

;g it is with the skinning of czts. There is mors thon one way.

Tric Conmission, this Renkin, this government, sinned its cats its

oWL WDY.e
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