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Abernathy Confers With Ray,
Seeks New r|I|n Klng Dea’rh

ntky,a.-vhudn racy
was behind the sla of Dr.
Martin Lather King Jr., says

he will work for a pew trial
for the man eonvicted as the
civil rights leader's lone
Asaasain.

Abernathy, who met and
]mlhnedmvﬁ:umnln
ames Earl Ray for five
hours Tuesday, said he will
form a national cornmittee of
clergymen and clvil rights
leaders to lnvestigate King's
death.

“] am thoroughl ‘Lewvinmd
that James Earl Ray did not
do this alooe, il he was in-
volved with it at all,” Aberna-
thy said. “I really do not feel,
after my discussion today,

conspiracy.

It was the first meeting be-
tween Abernathy, who suc-
ceaded King as head of the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, and Ray, who
King's

since said the plea was
coerced by officlals, the FBI
and his former attorney.
Abernathy said be asked
Ray some 200 questions dur-
Lngtheirmeeunghehndth
walls of Brushy Mountain
Penitentiary, where Ray is
serving a Of-year sentence.
But the civil rights leader re-
fused to specify his questions
or Ray's answers.

Abernathy said be hopes to
sel up the commitiee to

Abernathy (l) and Lane Talk to Newsmen After Visiting Ray

investigate King's 1968 slay-
ing within three weeks.

But Abernathy said he is
pot dissatisfied with the work
of the House Assassinations
Committee, which is investi-
gating the wlayings of both
King and President Kensedy.

Ray's curreat lawyer, Mark
Lane, has accused the House

committee staff of covering
up evidence favorable to Ray
and not pursuing leads that
might exonerate his client.
Abernathy said Ray's an-

swers o his questions “con-

vince me more than ever that
it was a conspiracy that took
the life of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. and that James Earl
Ray should get a new trial.”
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