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Harold Weisberg
Houte 8. IFrederick, kd. 21701
2/16/72

Deax ACLU,

When tie gun-control law was passed, I think the ACLU took the position that
it wag a limitation on citizens' rights. If this is the caze, ny experience with it
supports the view. Theve is no due proceas and there is the nost capricious administra—
tion, with the formality of apveal so iuch a mockery the rejected ap.licant is not even
intormed what to apueal. So, I write to see if you would like to look into this case and,
.perhaps, to make an issue o it, .

From what I have read in tle papers, there can be no doubt that I meoct the require=
nents of the law with regard to fear of existing danger. The State “olice records, prior
to enactucnt of the law, have to prove thise. And, because my larger dauger comes from
loose-rwining: dogas, the export on Ghv matter told me what he told the police investi-
gator, anc it is precisely in point, that it is unsafo to walk th: highunrs hore in the
couniry becanse the dogs are many, vieious and bayond his con¥rol. le toll the:m he'd be
afraid o walk vhere I live.

I an 6U. As a youns i L was a wriger and investigntor, then L became a faruer and
was used to a life ol vigorous phynical activity, end then I retwrned to writing, which
is, of course, u nore sedentary life. I have a nuwaber of minor ortlvpecdic problems, bub
although minor, they precl moot forus of exercise. 4y doctor vants im oo o walk vigor—
oualy o tiredness, at Lleust once a duy. It is the only form of exercise I can get for
moat of the year. The need includes exercise for the cardiovascilor cyshem.

On a nusber of occasions I was set upon by dogn. There ere two categories of dogs
in this ares, wild cogs cnd those not restrained by their owners, as rernired by law.
Filling is pomnen, smi this includes aniwals ag large as cows, All is well-roportad in
the local prees and igs welleknown to the police. The kesping of larse, vicious flogzs
serus in some cases to be a menhood aymbol, and in others for "profection” thet in
practise doesn't work out that ways. Sone of those dogs are so vicions they have seriously
injured their ownocrs,

When I was first avtacked, I went to the local State Tolice barvacks and was refer—
red to the county dog warden. He asiked me to 5o with him to each property from which I
had been attacked or where I had seen a locgo=runrdng dog and iu each pluce he left a
printed notice of vielation of 4hic lawe In no case Was his notice hecded, whers Lhere
Was someons hewe he caught hell, and it continue? imposnible for e to walk In pesce.
I went Lock to the police and they counselled that I carry a pistols I had one, I got a
holster, and I carried the pistdl openly as I walked, with, at least, some sccurily and
with tiw result that wmost of ihe dogs thereafter wure rostrained st the time of the day
it was loown I'd wallee In one case I was atuacked by an irate owner indignant at the
notion that he had to comply with & lav he didn ¢ like. This much yowuger sad stronger
man farst threw a lerge rock that berely missed™ny head and was aboul to Jjump upon ue
when he say the pistol., So, the recomd of atiacks, of basis Tor fear and of feer is clear
and was of official record prior to enactment of the law. Horeover, I hewe a record of
carrying the pisthl without endangering others. The fact is 4het carrying & weapon is
repugnant to me but if I do not my health is jeopardized snc, I feel, L au denied my righis.

Without the protection of the pistol the area in which I can wall iz limited and it
is not posaible %o get the exsrcise prescribed. I live in the rounteins, I ruet wellk
uphill zving out or I can't get back! This leaves but one directionm in vwhich I can walk,
Begides, the dog problem s universal, and there is no enforecement, not sven vith arrest,

when my applicetion was rejected, I wes not told the basis for rejection. when wy
appeel was rejected, the same thing. Both were form letters. Howcver, I fecl that the
uisaporehended thrust of my writing is the cause, *t is, in my view, the most thorough—
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going exposure of tho FBI yet made, and I am faudliar with the books that have that
prupose, as mine do not per ses I have thousands or psges of FBEI reports and belicve
I o the first to have printed then extensively. I have denc this in facsimile, which
amy well troubls the FBI even more. In adlition, T have sued under the Frecdom of
Inforuation law. In one case I got a suniary Judgement and proef of ¥BI perjury and
lesser deviation from proper conduct and published whut I ot by this suit. lhere ig
now pending before the fedsral court of appeals for the Distriet of Columbia another
of my suits asainst the FEI which may well be brecedent under the investigatiry-files
exemption of the law, The I is unhap;y ebout whab it regarde us ry temerity as it
is about uy cxposures. I believe this is the unscecifiod ral resson for rejecting my
requect for a g peruit. This and other of my work, where I have been helping the
victims of its injustice, ineluding several men in jail. Yerhaps also because of the
certainty that weic it within oy capabilities i'a e filing wore 0L sults. I have,
in fact, accused the FBI with improper conduct with regard to ue when it was reported to
me and I luwve not gotten oven pro formia dendal, They don't lilko bedng invesbiigated snd
exposed, n

If I do not alleged that it is relevant in this casz, I have heen the oblect of
CLL surveilliance in my nublic aphesrsnces. I hav: sarbon copies of ny remerks preparved
for the VIs and other proofs that it was the CTA. I revort this ot tho risk of scunding
paranoid bacouse I thinic that thure is meore involved thau the improper refusal of a
permit i I meet tlhe recuirements of the lawe I think there may huave been federsl
intervention, and I kno. the CLi surveillunce ineluded ny remavks about the BI. There
are indication, if net procs, of other federal intrusions into ny lif'e and righta, and
of dage to me from it

The lengthy letters I have swwiftsen 4o the appesls beard amd ths zovemaor have
gotten meanincisns »eaponans,

One ol the siraager aspects is that © have a aleer record of not being anti-
polics and have worked with the ¥BI in the ‘ast and a local police lorce within
Haryland aore rocently, giving it lasge guantities of information obtuined from an
informunt inside one of the more militant of +he damgorous extrostss groups, the
Hinutemen and, ultimately, turning that infamand over fo e molies, Thos stufl malkes
The anaxelists Cookbook lovic tame. I have also given the State police informntion
om the drug scene when L pgot it, s0 there is no reasonnhle ha~is for helieving I an
anti-police, even ii’ that would be irrelevant mdor +he loste T 2loo have a vecoml of
being for proper sun control and have always, woluntarily, resictered the wespons I
needed \1 dislike thc need very much) wherever L have lividy, When my neod for iiles

ended, - ddsposed of the ritles, by the ways. 4 farmer does need thene

Lawyers, I reelize, pay look st these 4 s other than leymen do, but I +kink
this way provide a good test case it von are interested, and I would lilke $o be able to
enjoy what I have alvays thought were wy mights. I would £lso like a 1little resl lay-
and-order from those who talk abont it dthont practising it,.

i you want sny further information or any proof of what I've said, please asis,

Sinceru:ly,

Harold Weisberg



