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Chapter 15

PRELIMINARY POSTSCRIPT FROM MIAMI
Two weeks before John Fitzgerald Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas a man sat in a Miami apartment and described how it could be done.

The man was an organizer for a States Rights party. And his conversation was being taped by the intelligence Division of the Miami Police Department.

The man said that a plan to kill the President was in the works. He said Kennedy would be shot with a high‑powered rifle from an office building, and he said that the gun would be disassembled taken into the building, assembled, and then used for murder.

This is the beginning of a sensational and completely undenied or refuted story by Bill Barry in the Miami News of February 2, 1967.

It is not fiction. It reports an astounding parallel to what in the official account actually happened in the assassination. Of course, the newspapers immediately queried the Secret Service. Of course, it had no comment, its permanent refuge.

Barry's story continues:

They will pick up somebody within hours afterwards . . .just to throw The public off," he said.

The man told his tale on Nov. 9, 1963. He was talking to a police informer who was posing as a States Rights advocate. The tape of the conversation was given to the Secret Service. And the informer gave a statement to a Secret Service agent.

Two weeks later -- four days after President Kennedy addressed the Inter‑American Press Association Miami convention on November 18, 1963 it all happened. Lee Harvey Oswald said, although denied his last say by the government, which edited it out, "I haven't killed anyone. I'm just a 'patsy,"' an echo from the tape‑recorded Miami prediction.

In releasing this tape recording more than three years after the assassination, even though they had given it immediately to the federal government, Miami authorities said they did so because of the striking similarity between what the man said could happen" and the official version of what did, Barry wrote. It seems a safe assumption that this belated decision was dictated not by the "similarity,” then 38 months old, but by the knowledge Miami and federal officials had of the Garrison investigation.

Barry's story then said:

The intelligence agents say that the man was picked up and questioned by the FBI on Nov 27 -- five days after Kennedy died. Copies of the taped conversation have been in the Miami Police files ever since. Intelligence agents say they do not know what happened to the man captured on the tape.

On Dec.10, he left his Georgia home on a Political trip which included a stop in Dallas. The informer says be had not seen the man since then . . .

The man in Miami who had predicted a method of as assassination two weeks before it happened also said this: "He (Kennedy) knows he is a marked man."

The informer asked "They are really going to try to kill him?"

The man answered "It is in the working " . . .

The man in Miami had also named one man who was gunning for Kennedy. He said ". . . (he) is just as likely to get him as anybody . . . he tried to get Martin Luther King . . . he followed him for miles and miles, and couldn't get close enough to him."

The man be named was not Lee Harvey Oswald. He is a Klan leader from Tennessee. He was also working with Right Wing groups, trying to form a third American political party dedicated to the preservation of State's Rights.

The man talking in Miami described the Klansman as a member of the hardcore underground which had a taste for terror by bombing The man said that the Klansman participated in the bombing of the Birmingham church in which several Negro children were killed.

The man said "If he wants to blow up the National Capitol, that is all right with me. I will go with him. But not as a party though, as an individual.

"After the conversation, and the way he talked to us, there is no question in my mind about who knocked the church off in Birmingham."

The man said he himself had been contacted by an underground chief in Delaware who had his eye on the Supreme Court Building in Washington. The man talking had worked on the construction of the building for three and a half years.

He said "He wanted me to give him the layout there so they could go over there and do some things there, you know. But he called it off . . . I was ready to go with him. I gave him the damn information he wanted."

The informer had traveled to Right Wing meetings with the man talking. He had told his police contacts that everywhere he went be had heard talk about the plans to kill John F. Kennedy. The President was coming to Miami on Nov 18. The police told the informer to get his friend to Miami, so they could "bug" his talk about assassination.

Sitting in an armchair in a cream‑colored parlor in Miami on Nov 9, 1963, two weeks before the President was killed, the man said "Well, we are going to have to get nasty. We have got to be sitting on go, too. There ain't any countdown to it. We have just got to be sitting on go. Count down and they can move in on you. And on go they can't. Count down is all right for a slow, prepared operation. But in an emergency operation, you have got to be sitting on go "

The informer said: "I think Kennedy is coming here on the 18th, or something like that to make some kind of speech."

The man said ”You can bet your bottom dollar be is going to have a lot to say about the Cubans, there are so many of them here."

The informer said "Yeah, he will have a thousand bodyguards. Don't worry about that "

The man said "The more bodyguards he has, the easier it is to get him."

"What?"

"The more bodyguards he has, the more easier it is to get him."

"Well, how in the hell do you figure would be the best way to get him?"

"From an office building with a high‑powered rifle," the man said.

The informer said "Boy, if that Kennedy gets shot, we have got to know where we are at. Because you know that will be a real shake if they do that.”

The man said: "They wouldn't leave any stone unturned there no way. They will pick up somebody within hours afterward. Just to throw the public off.”

There was no talk about killing Kennedy with a bomb.

Sitting in the Miami apartment on Wednesday, Nov, 9, two weeks before the President was assassinated, the man talked on. Behind his chair were some small holes in the wall. Inside the holes were wires. The wires snaked through the wall to a box hidden on top of the refrigerator in the kitchen.

The box was the police tape recorder which was taking down the man's talk about assassination.

The President came to Miami on Nov. 18. Police Intelligence took extraordinary steps to guard the President's life. They insisted that he abandon the plan to take a motorcade from the airport to downtown They put him on a helicopter instead.

The President left Miami in good health. It was Monday.

That Friday there was no count down in Dallas. Somebody was sitting on go.

The President was shot dead.

Bill Barry has told me that as soon as the President was killed, "the man who made the tape allegedly told the police informer: 'Well, it's been done. I told you it was gonna be done, so it was done."' Later, to Barry personally, he "denied ever making the tape or ever saying the things said on it."

Allan Dale, of Radio Station KOAI, San Antonio, Texas, has a tape‑recorded "confession" given after the assassination that at my request he has given to Garrison. It was made with him by a man who overheard a similar plot and was silent, not really believing it.

This man, who identified himself to Dale, should remain nameless for he never expected the President to be killed.

He was in a Mexican bar, drinking with others of this organization. The story told in front of him is that the Mafia had been offered a "contract" on Kennedy --  i.e., a hired murder. It was "too hot" for the Mafia, so the Minutemen picked up the contract.

When Dale heard about the story he contacted this man, who is respected and in business "within 300 miles of San Antonio." He confirmed it in detail and on a recording. Dale's check of this man shows he has a good reputation and is exactly what he claims to be.

There is still another such story of the radical right volunteered to me by a total stranger. He phoned from California after reading Whitewash and offered to talk to me about the characters in The False Oswald. He claims to have known them. If he did not, he has made a remarkable study of them, for he provided the most intimate and accurate detail. I asked friends in California to speak to him for me because I could not then fly across the continent.

After initial contact, my friends enlisted the assistance of a former FBI agent who, in a second and longer meeting, did the questioning. This man involves the radical right very deeply in the assassination and with The False Oswald people and others he names. I consider it improper to divulge this in a book when there is no possibility of my checking it out in detail first and when there is little likelihood the people involved, if they can be found, will talk. But their silence or their apparent disappearance (West Coast friends of mine have undertaken a search) should not make them immune to questioning. I also believe such questioning should be official, so that the people involved will have the protection of the law and those questioning have its authority. Garrison now has this. Whether it is within his jurisdiction or capability, only he can decide, but the material would at least be in his files for the future use of other possible official pro​ceeding.

There is nothing illogical in all of these people having had the same desires, nor is there improbability of their collaboration.

There is an obvious political affinity between the native radical right and their Cuban counterparts -- the affiliation of Ferrie and the other non‑Cubans with the New Orleans Cubans came naturally.

The Secret Service had “no comment." The FBI had "no comment." In answer to what the tape recording released by the Miami police reveals, this can be interpreted as eloquent comment. When considered in connection with not just what the government says happened in Dallas, but also with what is suppressed from the Report of the Castro speech delivered publicly at the Inter‑American Press Association in Miami three days before the assassination it can be interpreted as forecasting, the reticence of the Secret Service can have still more eloquence.

As we have seen, the Commission dignified and reprinted as "evidence" the false report of a Castro speech in which it knew the words attributed to him had never been spoken by him. It printed the entire fraud, with denial, for the use of the radical right, which ignored the denial and uses the fraud, saying Oswald had been in Cuba.

It does not print the speech Castro really did make. It does not print the speech made at the Inter‑American Press Association meeting the day after the President spoke, the speech that certainly seems to have predicted the assassination. Nor does it print Castro's reference to it or to the wire service reports made before Castro's speech and which he quoted.
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