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Chapter 1

The Music Russo Makes Is Not Sweet

Gus Russo’s book, like just about all written by those who regard themselves as Perry Masons, is mistitled: Live by the Sword.  He argues that the Kennedys lived by the sword and as a result died by the sword.

It is not even really argued and is certainly is not fact.

His "Acknowledgements" (pages 615-7) begin with an utterly inappropriate quotation attributed to the unidentified Brian Wilson, "You need a real mess to stand alone."

Russo does not stand alone but his book is that mess.  What he imagines and treats as fact when it is not was the first of the popular imagined "solutions" to the assassination of President Kennedy and it remains one of the most enduring of these imagined solutions which are not in any sense any kind of original solution.

He begins his "Acknowledgements" with "Special Thanks" and among the relatively few in this select group he does include one he does not here identify who is one of the real swordsmen.  Without identifying him Russo extends those special thanks in these words:

Sam Halpern graciously made himself available for late-night calls and fact checking" (page 616).
Halpern was one of the CIA's real swordsmen who actually sought to kill Castro and who were on top of many if not most of the anti-Castro projects of the United States government.
He is not what most people would regard as impartial and he would not be regarded by most writers intending an honest and impartial book as one with whom to check "facts."  He was too much involved himself and he had himself and his associates in the CIA as well as that agency to protect.  In fact, as Russo does not say, if he knew, to speak to Russo at all Halpern had to have the CIA's approval or his retirement could have been jeopardized.

There is little doubt that Helpern told Russo exactly what the CIA wanted him to say, exactly what Halpern knew the CIA wanted him to say and wanted Russo to believe.

That was what served to protect the CIA by blaming the Kennedys for what the CIA -- says and for what it had no proof – that the Kennedys asked it of the CIA.  There is no proof that they wanted it.

Next Russo has what he refers to, again without concern for truth or fact, as "The Supporting Cast."  He has almost a hundred and fifty of claimed "supporting cast" plus several organizations.  I am included.  With regard to me and, I am confident, not with regard to me alone, his representation that I support his imagined version of one of the oldest assassination mythologies is without any basis at all.
I have never supported any pretended "solution" to the assassination.  I have never "supported" any book or any writer who assumes a "solution" without addressing the alleged official proof or his own version of it or who states Oswald was the assassin or an assassin.

Nobody who is familiar with the actual official evidence and is honest can begin or end with this belief, the most basic of what Russo imagines and for which he gives not a shred of real proof.
Russo saw me a total of three times.  One of those three times he was with an associate of Harrison Livingston, the associate being a crook of a Baltimore cop, Richard Waybright, who free-lanced with Livingstone on his off-duty time.  Two of those three times were here and then, as I do with all writing in the field, most of whom I know to begin with I do not agree with, I offered Russo free access to the third of a million pages of official records that had been withheld and which I obtained by a dozen lawsuits under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).
This self-portrayed assassination scholar allegedly for two decades, Russo, declined even a free look at any of those official records or the use of our copier for making copies of any he might use or want for what he refers to as research and is not that at all.

The third time Russo went along for a free meal when Livingstone wanted to speak to me and took my wife and me to a fine Italian lunch in Baltimore's" Little Italy" on a day when I had medical appointments at the Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore.

That friendly relationship must have ended because Russo expresses no thanks of any kind to Livingstone – not even listing him as a part of that "supporting cast."

Before the assassination bug infected Russo I had published seven books, six on the JFK assassination and one on that of Martin Luther King, Jr.  I had filed and won those lawsuits mentioned above and I had been James Earl Ray's investigator in his efforts to get the trial he died without ever having.  After Russo was infected I wrote more than twenty more books as a record for history and in none of this does he figure, that being the nature and quality of his alleged scholarship.

If he brought a single fact relating to the assassination itself to light I did not observe it in his tome, which runs to a total of six hundred and nineteen pages.
Of himself he says on the last and not numbered of these pages:

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

An acclaimed investigative reporter and longtime student of the Kennedy presidency, author Gus Russo was one of the lead reporters on Frontline's landmark 1993 documentary, "Who Was Lee Harvey Oswald?"  Most recently, he served as chief investigative reporter for ABC's "Dangerous World: The Kennedy Years," hosted by Peter Jennings.  He has assisted authors Gerald Posner, Seymour Hersh, and Anthony Summers with their books on Kennedy-related subjects, and has served as consultant to numerous network television specials, books, and magazine articles.  For more than 20 years (and with no preconceived conclusions), Russo has sought to compile a credible account of President Kennedys assassination and the foreign policy errors that set the stage for it. Using first-time, on-the-record interviews, newly discovered photographs, and recently declassified U.S. government documents, he has crafted the definitive chronicle of a critical episode in American history.

Gus Russo lives in Baltimore, MD, where he earned a BA in political science from the University of Maryland. As a professional musician, he has composed commercial music and film scores.

Those he helped were preparing fictions and for fictions what he imagined and pretended was fact was quite useful.  Like him, despite his denial, they began with what was politically safe, assumption of Oswald's guilt.

We have seen how he worked on the assassination twenty years ago when he declined a free look at and copies of all those once-withheld records to which he would have had free and unsupervised access when he was here.  Or would have had if he had come on his own, as he did not

Talk is cheap, especially when there is no possible contradiction of it when it is self-puffery but the fact is that Russo does not understand the "foreign policy" he says was of "errors" or how it began or how it ended with the saving of the world from a nuclear holocaust.  He makes all of that up, too, and he twists what he does not make up.

What Russo is not is in any real sense is an investigator.  The background with which he began and to which he does not refer in what he says about himself includes, according to a published source to which we come, his prior professional experience -- as a teacher of music.

Russo's publisher regards him as Perry Mason reborn.  Quoting from the Bancroft Press version on the dust jacket which begins with the book's subtitle:

The Secret War Against Castro And The Death of JFK

In this fascinating and masterful work of research, Gus Russo finally unmasks the hidden secrets that have surrounded the Kennedy assassination for 35 years.
Live by the Sword is packed with never-before-seen documents and photographs, and never-before-known information ‑ the result of tireless research and exhaustive interviews with countless key players in the Kennedy and Johnson Administrations.

When the Warren Commission released the statement that "Oswald acted alone with no clear motive," it was clearly an inadequate explanation.  For years, this conclusion, combined with official silence on the topic, encouraged professional doubters, or "Kennedy researchers," to wonder if the government itself had some complicity in the crime.

But these skeptics were asking the wrong question.

The question never asked was not WHO killed JFK, but WHY he was killed.  And the answer to this question is the reason for over thirty years of government cover-ups.

In Live by the Sword, Gus Russo attacks this very question.  Guiding the reader through the labyrinth of information and intrigue, he explores the assassination in context, explaining the atmosphere of the times as well as the actions that led, inexorably to the defining moment of this generation.

This background prepares you for the stunning realization that is the core of this book: The Kennedys' relentless pursuit of Castro and Cuba backfired in tragedy on that terrible day in November 1963.
As it relates to the assassination, the Russo tome is not "research."

As they relate to the assassination rather than to what Russo assumes while denying that he began with any assumption, there are no secrets,"  "hidden" or unhidden in this book -- which has no real relationship to the assassination at all.

Russo's "masterful" research, which has no connection with the assassination itself, leaves him so ignorant of the existing official records he does not know how to cite them correctly, and he does not.

This is not a work of "research."  It is a fabrication based on the preconception he denies having when it was not his only preconception or even his first as he groped for what he could sell and make himself famous with.  Furthermore, what he made up is not related to the crime itself.  It is supposed to relate to his preconceived "solution" which is not that at all or in any way.

Those referred to as "key players" in the Kennedy and Johnson administrations had neither any connection with the assassination or any real information about it, information rather than fictions, fact rather than fabrications – something more than what is in this over-sized penny-dreadful.  (In its research on the assassination, what Russo has is not worth even a penny.)

If it is "an inadequate explanation" for the Warren Commission to state that Oswald was the lone assassin, the Commission's assumption, it is no less "inadequate" for Russo to assume, as he does, that Oswald was the assassin.  In more than six hundred pages Russo not only lacks proof of this, allegedly from the available official record, with which Russo has an amply established lack of knowledge if not a detestation, he has no imagined case or imagined evidence of his own from his "labyrinth" of what is hardly information about the assassination.

Bancroft/Russo actually argue this in saying, "The question never asked was not WHO killed JFK" but WHY he was killed."  Russo cannot have read what he lists in his bibliography and say this with a straight face.

However, and this gets to the childishness of all these self-conceived Perry Masons, how can "Why he was killed" be established without solid proof of "Who killed JFK"

A "labyrinth" this tome really is, but it is not "a complicated network of paths through which it is difficult to find ones way," the definition of the word in the Oxford American dictionary – not as it relates to the established fact of the assassination.  Of which Russo is determinedly ignorant.  The actual labyrinth of this time is what Russo imagines has what it does not in any real sense have, any real connection with that established fact of which, through all, Russo preserved his beginning ignorance.

There not only is no proof that the Kennedys' allegedly "relentless pursuit of Castro" had any connection with the actuality of the assassination – there is no proof that the Kennedys ever sought Castro's assassination.  The readily available official information, not of Kennedy origin, is that the Kennedys were not behind any effort to assassinate Castro but that Russo's prized sources in and at the top of the CIA actually were – beginning long before Kennedy was elected.

Of course, readily available as it was, it has no place in Russo's book, if he knew of it at all, because with it he had no book.  That kickback of his imagined sword would have cut Russo himself up.

It is not easy to write about assassination rubbish like this intellectual garbage heap of Russo's without using the word "lie" because he is so determinedly ignorant of the officially established fact but it is appropriate to his claim of having no preconception:
. . . for more than 20 years (and with no preconceived conclusions), Russo has sought to compile a credible account of President Kennedy's assassination and the foreign policy errors that set the stage for it.  Using first-time, on-the-record interviews, newly discovered photographs, and recently declassified U.S. government documents, he has crafted the definitive chronicle of a critical episode in American history.

Without his preconception of Oswald's guilt Russo has no book.  He never makes any effort to present any proof of this preconceived guilt.  Russo has almost a full page of index allegedly devoted to Oswald but there is not a single entry in it that relates in any way to his being the assassin or to his having the capability (pages 607-8).  There are many listings of what is unreal and has no connection with the assassination, but nothing of proof of Oswald's guilt or even his alleged capability.

But Russo has had no "preconceived conclusion," he and Bancroft claim.

We will come to more of Russo's determined ignorance of what he pretended to be writing about but early on, in some of his puffery of the book to make it larger, he has what he refers to as the "Cast of characters (pages xiii-xvi), in his book or in the assassination, he does not say which.  It is ludicrous and often is not related to the assassination in any way.

Under "FBI Officials" Russo's ignorance is spectacular, especially for one who claims to have gone over the official investigations and the official evidence of those investigations in his claimed "masterful;" research.  Two of those "FBI Officials" in Russo's listing of only three were not in any sense and never were "FBI Officials."  Neither one is correctly described as Russo describes him.

"Jim Hosty," who is actually James Patrick Hosty, Jr., there having been three by that name, father, son and grandson, was not in fact "FBI Agent in Dallas" who was "Case Officer for Oswald."  Not in the sense of having any real connection with the Oswald case or with Oswald himself.

Hosty, with the assistance of a son, wrote a book mistitled Assignment Oswald (Arcade Publishing, 1996).  It is not in Russo's bibliography (see page 507).  Russo's bibliography begins on page 503 and runs onto page 514.  His concept of scholarship is not to read the book of the man he says, if not really in accord with fact, was the "Case Officer for Oswald" in Dallas.  But, to pick one of the first of a large collection of junk that has no real connection with either the assassination or the investigations of it on the first page of this rather long and largely irrelevant bibliography, "Badeau, Hubert, The Underworld of Sex, The Herald Press, 1959."

"Hubie," as he was known, does not appear in Russo's book, according to his index (page 588).  Nor does any of his book's content.

It happens that I have a copy of that book.  It was given to me by a nice New Orleans lady of a fine and important family who did not reflect the wealth she inherited by wearing tennis shoes.  Hubie endorsed it to her as "Hubie."  With it was a 1936 labor newspaper which represented that the late member of the Warren Commission, Hale Boggs, was a Communist!  (Boggs was, in fact, a Southern conservative Democrat.)  This gives us a notion of the dependability of Russo's sources.  And the relevance of his claimed bibliography.

After Dallas FBI Agent and Oswald Case Agent John W. Fain retired there was a Marina Oswald case in Dallas but not one on Lee Oswald.  Then there was the report that Oswald had written The Daily Worker.  It was then the east coast paper of the Communist Party.  With no more reason than this Hosty recommended that a Lee Oswald case be opened and that was approved.  Only Oswald and the Oswald file were then in New Orleans, not in Dallas, and in Hosty's own account that file was not returned to Dallas and did not reach Hosty until the morning of the assassination.  That very day when Hostywent to join the first police questioning of Oswald, Oswald bawled him out strongly enough for the Oswald case to be taken from Hosty.  So, while it can be said that for a few minutes Hosty had. the Oswald file, he was never in any real sense the Dallas Oswald case agent because as soon as Oswald jumped all over him the case was taken from him.  To Hosty that, too, was part of the vast supposedly Communist conspiracy.

How Russo could have read any of the Commission's or the disclosed FBI records and referred to Warren DeBrueys as "FBI Special Agent in Charge in New Orleans" cannot be understood because DeBrueys was never that and because he resigned rather than accept disciplining for what he did not do when FBI headquarters sought to cover itself by disciplining some of its agents.

This also tells us how much of the actual fact Russo knew or even cared about as well as whether he really did go over those records he claimed to have as part of that boasted "scholarship" of his that was so "masterful."

"Scholarship," and "masterful," to him and to Bancroft Press, anyway.

All sorts of literary rubbish and total irrelevancies are included in the Russo index under the FBI (pages 595-6).  Little has to do with the assassination and there is no mention of the disciplining of the seventeen of agents referred to above.  They were disciplined over alleged failings having to do with Oswald, but in more than six hundred pages Russo had no space for that.  In his book allegedly about the assassination and in which he assumes that Oswald was the assassin.

In getting this glimpse of the real Russo of this unreal book, the one who actually lists me under "The Supporting Cast" when there is nothing to justify that seeming endorsement of what I did not ever endorse, I looked at the properly skimpy file I have.

It includes two letters from a friend in Canada.  In one this friend is astounded that "Russo implies that [Orest] Pena was a Castro agent on the 'word' of Arcacha Smith," of whom we have a bit more later.  In the other my friend wrote:

Some people have no shame.

According to an Internet listing Gus Russo is bringing out "Live By the sword: the Secret war Against Castro and the Death of JFK."  . . .  Is this the same guy who backed up Robert Morrow?  See enclosure from Morrow's book.

The enclosed Xerox of part of the dust jacket of the Morrow complete fabrication has at the top the effusive endorsement from Russo.  Russo says this complete fabrication, one of the series of Morrow fabrications, is essential "to understanding the Kennedy assassination.  A must read."

Only a subject-matter ignoramus who is beyond salvation can say a single good word about the convicted forger, Morrow.  he made up all he commercialized about the JFK assassination.  The first page of his first book is more than adequate – it is totally convincing proof of this.

When Morrow was travelling promoting that indecency he made up for money, he was to be in Pittsburgh and on a Pittsburgh talk show.  The station asked me to be on it by phone.  When Morrow learned that, he was a no-show on the program to promote his book.

But sure enough, this subject-matter ignoramus, Russo, uses Morrow as a dependable source on page 166.  And in his bibliography (page 509) Russo uses two of Morrows fabrications of books.
As is essential to the kind of book Russo wrote.  He is long on fakery.  In December, 1991 he asked me for copies of the records I'd gotten from the FBI about those so-called Dealey Plaza Tramps, who had nothing at all to do with the assassination and who were not in Dealey Plaza anyway.  Long before then this had been proven to have no relevance, and that was public knowledge.  It was also proven in the disclosed FBI records because in 1968 I had forced an FBI investigation of that particular fakery of all the fake assassination nuts, like Russo, were so prolific in inventing.  At that time Russo sent me a memo from two of his sources, one of whom I know to be a fine person.  That memo refers to one of the autopsy prosectors as having retired to his native Sweden.  Colonel Pierre Finck was from Switzerland and he retired to his native Switzerland, not to Sweden.  Those authoritative sources also refer to Oswald having made a speech on the west coast when in fact it was on the Gulf Coast, at Mobile Alabama.

(Aside from the originals of the FBI's records I forced into the public domain by FOIA litigation I had two duplicate files of those so-called "tramp" pictures because the FBI disclosed those records to me in the both JFK and the King assassination cases.  They were among the readily available files Russo had several times declined the invitation to examine.  Scholarship, he calls it, and masterful at that!)

Russo had promised to send me a copy of the Oliver Stone shooting script of his movie JFK.  He did not.  I reminded him of this in a letter dated December 21, 1991.  I also told him that a reporter had asked me about him and how to reach him.  (I never did get that script.)

He sent me copies of some Dallas police reports that, under the date of May 24, 1992, I told him were useless because of the many questions about those used as sources by the police.  He also sent me a typescript of the questioning of the then head of Dallas police intelligence, Jack Revill.  It had been published by the Commission.  I also suggested that he use neither without full checking.

Aside from all else, he had reflected ignorance of what the Commission had disclosed.

On July 2, 1991, in response to a question about what Russo was doing, I reported what I had been told, that he was working on a television documentary of his own.  That also is what Livingstone had told me about Russo when he brought him up to our home.

I had also heard reports that Russo was working on a book for which Simon and Schuster reportedly gave him an advance of a quarter of a million dollars.  A memo I have in the file reports that on hearing this I encouraged him to go over the files to which I had earlier offered him access for it.  (He never did.)

When I. first skimmed his book I noticed that "He is so ignorant of it that he gives the wrong identification of the missiles the USSR had" in Cuba. "He says they were ICBMs.  They were not.  They were of intermediate and shorter range."

Some Cuba expert Russo is to make this kind of an ignorant mistake!

Some expert, too, on foreign affairs and the "errors" he alleged President Kennedy made in "foreign affairs."  Here we see Russo's qualifications for his opinions that are essential in his fabrication that he made into a book.

I do not subscribe to any of the newsletters supposedly on the assassination, as few really are.  From time to time I am sent excerpts from some of them.  I was sent page 35 of the November-December issue of Probe.  It has a commentary on the Russo book that begins:

his publisher will not reveal the long road Russo and his book have traveled.  We will. Russo was a music teacher in Baltimore whose hobby was the Kennedy assassination in the early nineties.  He tried to get in on the research team for Stone's JFK and didn't quite make it.  But Stone did hire him to work on the annotated screenplay released in book form.  At that time he was a proponent of a government backed broad conspiracy.  He showed up in Chicago in 1993 attacking the critics for not pushing the Mob-did-it line.  He was then hired by PBS to work on their 1993 biography of Oswald, which none too subtly pushed the Oswald-did-it line.  Now, scenting the trail of Seymour Hersh and their ilk, Russo, who worked with Hersh on his atrocity, is taking up his mentor's shield.  The book is entitled Live By the Sword.  Guess what?  Oswald killed Kennedy because Kennedy was trying to kill Castro.  That should bring a devilish grin to the face of Dick Helms and his cronies.  A few years back, it was reported that Russo had lunch with Ted Shackley and Bill Colby.  Shackley told Russo that it was Bobby Kennedy's idea to put Allen Dulles on the Warren Commission.  Russo not only kept a straight face, he took that to heart.  He's been trying to get a book published, in varying forms, for the last four years.  Following in Hersh's bloody footprints, he finally found the key Ted and Dick have made a convert.  Unfortunately, John and Bobby can't by [sic] anybody lunch today.

This speaks for itself in telling us a bit about Russo as a subject expert and as a "scholar" whose understanding of what he writes about varies with what he at any time regarded as its marketability.

I was also sent a selection from Prevailing Winds.  The pages do not bear a date but they were identified as from the premier issue, pages 61 and 62.  If Russo had denied any of this or of the previous quotation, I have not heard of any refutation or denial.  I do not know who was the author.  He signed what he wrote with his initials, M.C.  It is several years old:

"They Call Me Gus!"  (Another Outing)

The third big Oswald-did-it book will come from a fellow named Gus Russo (pronounced ruse-oh) who is worth a few words, none of them kind.  Forgive the upright pronouns in the following section, but this one's personal.

More than eighteen months ago, I got an out-of-the-blue call from Russo, then known as an assassination buff who had helped edit the published screenplay of Oliver Stones JFK.  "If Stone trusts him, he's gotta be cool," I reasoned, and so I spoke as freely to Russo as one would to a best friend.

He explained that he was heavily involved with a PBS Frontline special on Lee Harvey Oswald.  This special, he maintained, would prove the case for conspiracy.  Specifically: Frontline would air declassified documents establishing that Oswald worked for the Office of Naval Intelligence.  Russo repeatedly assured me that the show would demonstrate Oswald's spookery beyond any doubt.

Pretty impressive.  Naturally, I wanted to assist this Frontline investigation in any way possible.

Russo said he wanted to know anything and everything about the people visiting Guy Banister's office before the assassination.  (Anyone who has seen the Stone film knows who Banister is.) I told him that acquaintances of mine were close to tracking down an elusive, little-known witness who had performed key duties in the Banister operation.

Cut to November, 1993: Gus Russo's Frontline special airs, and I discover that his telephone call was about as misleading as those famous signs reading Arbeit Macht Frei.  Nearly the entire documentary is an ode to the glories of Posner. The show also features Patricia Johnson MacMillan, author of the unconvincing Marina and Lee; Newly released CIA documents identify her as a witting Agency asset, a fact never mentioned by PBS.  Frontline pooh-poohs the very idea of conspiracy.  No mention of "documents" proving Oswald's work for ONI

By this point, I couldn't help suspecting that Gus Russo was as spooky as Caspar, and a lot of other people felt likewise.  These suspicions deepened when files from the House Select Committee on Assassinations started to come out.  Turns out that Banister witness I had discussed with Russo knew a lot of interesting stuff and had spilled many a bean to the HSCA investigators after they granted him immunity.  Alas, Russo (with PBS funding, a luxury envied by other researchers) tracked this witness down in 1993 and got him to deny what he had said some fifteen years earlier.

This denial raises questions of its own: If the witness told a bogus tale in the 1970s, why did he demand immunity at that time?  But the damage was done.  Russo found out ‑ from me, dammit! ‑ that other researchers were pursuing an overlooked lead, a lead more significant than anyone realized, and he got to the witness in question first.

File this one under M for Mouth, as in me-and-my-big.

Now Gus Russo has reportedly received an advance of one quarter of a million dollars to write a book about the assassination.  Unbelievable!  Can you name any other first-time author (not counting celebrities) who has ever received that kind of money?  Especially for yet another book on JFK?  Titles on this subject may have sold well immediately after the Stone film, but they're not hot-sellers these days ‑ many stores don't even stock the newer works.

Russo has told differing stories about this forthcoming book to various JFK researchers (Peter Cross, John Newman, Gary Aguilar, etc.), but a general image of the quarter-million-dollar volume has come into view.  The Russo bottom line: Oswald did it, the Warren Commission said so, and that settles it. The Russo kicker: Oswald did it on behalf of Fidel Castro, and those darned Kennedys hushed up the true facts of the assassination to protect the deceased President's image. It seems that John the Bloodthirsty desperately wanted to see Fidel's bearded head dancing on a spear, and the forced those nice boys at CIA to concoct assassination schemes against the Cuban leader, even though they didn't really want to.

This last bit of balderdash will probably go over well with leftists of a certain stripe, the kind for whom all weapons are fair in their ongoing war against Main Enemy JFK.  (I'm sure Noam Chomsky will love Russos "revelations" ‑ of course, Chomsky once blamed the murder of Patrice Lumumba on JFK, even though Lumumba died before Kennedy took the oath of office.)  But the whole idea is disproven by a newly released 1967 report, written by the Inspector General of the CIA, giving the full history of the Castro assassination plots. Those plots began in 1959, and the Agency desperately tried to keep them secret from the President. JFK had, in fact, been seeking a détente with the Cubans directly before the assassination, sending peace-feeler messages through ambassador William Attwood to Cuba's UN ambassador Carlos Lechuga.

Where, you might ask, is Gus Russo getting his "information?"  Good question. Here, as Paul Harvey would say, is the rest of the story:

By Russo's own admission, he's been cozying up to none other than William Colby and Theodore Shackley.  (He originally told a JFK researcher that these meetings also included Richard Helms, but he later retracted that story.)  Anyone who has read anything about the CIA knows these individuals and their horrifying history.  But Russo is proud to have struck up an acquaintance with these gentlemen. He's been quoted as crowing proudly, "They call me Gus!"

I can think of other names.

Not much comment is needed for the foregoing.  I addressed much of this – at some length and with official information that had been disclosed and was available to Russo ‑ if he had dared risk his book with the truth in his possession.  (Much of this, with full citation and direct quotation of the official sources, is in the book-length manuscript Faking Kennedy: With Hersh-It Journalism.  Reference is to the Sy Hersh who was a Russo mentor and for whom he claims to have worked.  Hersh's book is titled The Dark Side of Camelot but it is in fact the dark side of Sy Hersh.)

All the known efforts to assassinate Castro were by those Russo presents as his chums and dinner companions, the would-be killers of the CIA.

It is true that Lumumba was assassinated before Kennedy took office.  But it is also true that Kennedy feared and did not want the Lumumba assassination.  Kennedy made the best effort he could to prevent it.

It is in connection with the atrocity by Russo' s hero Sy Hersh that I provided the truth, and in some detail, about all of this, including that prized source of Russo's, Halpern, a.k.a. would-be Killer Halpern.  Which is not in the Hersh book or in this monstrosity.  (Halpern was also a Hersh source.)

The CIA's inspector general did issue a report on his examination of some of those matters, including planned assassinations.  That report, long after the President had been buried, exculpates him.  But do not look for this in the Russo book because it is another truth that would have denied him the book that is his claim to fame.  It is not here, as the index (pages 590-1) makes clear.

From these few strains of it, the music Russo makes is not sweet.
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