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6/3/42

Good morning, Dear,

I got to work a little early this’ mdming, and if ‘it deesn't interfere with the
follow cleaning “up(who inkigts:I'm & full hour early, though I doubt.it) I may
be able to type this‘:entire letter on a:decent typewriter, even on a typewriter
desk, - ; : :

Solet me get down to the -real point of this letter without further ado, though -

let me first say I have no news to report. As I told you I have purchased a book -
 on Company Administmation.for the sole purpose of learning the stuff in the hope
that, at my eventual assignment I might be able to "buck" for a better, eesier
job ,and possibly a rating. Well, I have been spending my free moments in the
barrack resding it. This morning I was reading the section on discharges and

came accross the following: A men accepted for limited service is to be disch-
arged if he cen not do mamual labor day after daye. This is the language of the
text books. It quotes as:its authority War Department Circular 395Adat

December 5, 1942. Now, it seems to me that this clearly covers me ( and let me
add, parenthetically, that when the State Director of Medical Service for the
Selective Service told me that I womld not be accepted he read me & similar

bit of language relative to my back injury). Now here is my point, As. you know,
I do not want Marc to do anything for me’ that would or could by even the remotes
stretch of the imagination now or ever dmzxzykkimzxihak do him any injury, no - J
matter how slight, Hence I'm not writing this to0 him. But I think it would be
better if he, or someone with his abilities and understanding of the way such
things work, read this circular, which I think will probably be available to

him, It might be to me, too, but I dont want to ask for it., You think it over
dear, before you speek to him, While I cannot see how this might effect him,

I want your concurrence first, All I'd like of him is thet he get the circular,
read it, and let me know if he thinks it covers me. If he does, then T'd like

him %o let me know and meke any recommendation as to my course of action.

While I know how difficult it is to get some of #he rights to which one is entit-
led, I think I em really covered by this. As you know, I really have not been
sble to do ™manual labor day after day" since the accident on Lydia amnd Bill's
boet. And even now, when I do "too muchMp as on the hike, I pay for it for a

while, and this had no connection with the back injury,.

If he is inberested and should want to know, 1 have taken perhaps 75-100
treatments for the injury. A wrong thought just cams into my mind: you and I
alone know the strenge and emnarrassing times it can hurtl :

Well, dear, that covers that, But please speak to him right away about it if

you agree with me that ti wont have any effect upon him., Of course, I'm quite
willing to supply all the details they might want on the accident, for as you
know there were three witnesses. And I'm quite willing for the Army doctors,

if they so desire, to put me to manual labor and sse whether or not I can do

it, Five or ten minutes with a pick or shovel should show the most skeptical

( remsmber the potato patch the last Sunday I was home?).

Also, in 2 similar conrection, but not connected with the request re Mare, 1

have been told by some of the men that frequently limited service men are kind

of pushed through when draft borads are having tpouble me ethhy their quotas by

the simple expedient of leaving off of the record some of the troubles or ailments.



You remember what happened the result when I asked that my back troublg be put
on my service record? And at the induction center they said they wefen t going
to do it? Well, at that time I saw I was down for defective vision and"ters
planus ( flat feet. to you)s. When I saw my service record at Dix I saw no ters
pdanus on it, but the sacro-iliac strain was there » after the ind, center saying.
they were not going to put it om. Curious, isnt it?2 Likxewise, the claimed I had
no sinus trouble of any sort and refused to take an Xray., And during the emamina-
tions Inhad & Dix when the doctor wanted to have be classified for light duty
only, they found no sinus trouble. Yet 'Ehey have treated me for it, I have known
men to be discharged for it ( though for. 'more accute cases then my own*’oyhia() s
and-one of the men in M Co. with me, a perfect specimen, an engineer who

had volunteered, was, against his wishes, put into limited serviece because he ;
had had sinus trouble, though he mever had eny throuble with it., Strange how it
all works out, hah?  deg ; . . ,
Well, dear, apparently the cleaner upper wes right, because half of that hour
has passed and several of the boys have only just come in, angd they haven't
started work yet, But it seems to me I have been working by 7 every morning

1 have been hers, ; '
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SO, darling, please do something abou‘p the above right away, If you should disag-

‘ree with me, then please ask him to get me a copy of it right away so I can read

it, Very frankly, if it dees.cover me-and from the Army book I have been going
over I have no doubt, and haye:no doubt whatsoever I could get all the medical
and other proofs necessary to establish it- I certainly want to avail myself

of the right it would give me { and incidently, the discharge sepcified is an
honorable one), ‘ ) ‘
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About ten days ago, when.I went to the hospital here for a sinus packing I had %o
wait for the doctor for a long while, as you may remember . At that time I tried
to be allowed to wéigh myself on the emdical scarles, but, believe it or not,
though I had been told my the Army doctor to try and lose weight, they would

not ( by they I mean, the soldier, not officer, in charge ) allow me to weighk

myself. I want to get weighed on a good scale because I think I have lost some

s

weight, It may be just that I have taken off my winter underwear,

Well, dear, others have "co;ne to work, end while they are not abtually at wo_ric,
I think I'd best ready myself for work, You'll hear from me as soon as I have
any news whatsoever, Please remember me to Marc and the J's, '
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